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Nannié Lee Burms,
Investigator,
‘April 20, 1939.

- An Interview with Mre, Orlenia Vancey,
Pioh r, Oklahoma.,

My parents were Rober Robert§ and Lneretla Robarﬁs nee

-

Coffin born 4n Kentucky. was born nlnety-three years ago

the 26th of this month near Terre Hautg,Vigo County, indiana

on the banks of the #abash River. My birthplace was a double
log house but when I was/a amall girl my“father built us a .

nice big frame .house. e had good barns and on the prairie

you could loox in any direction and see nice homea and fields. |

Father kept oxen to break the sod ard do the heavy work Uht

had'horaea for the othsr work. %e had gocd schools there and

. ~ R ’
X went to sehoo%taere bero*s the ‘Civil yar.

" Father® joined t?é Union Army and” that laft Mother”WT%k“"——_““'
wus children at home and she would tell us to go to the barn and
climb (P on it and ateh when we would ses anything in the dis-
o tanca and.see.if it was the Blue coats or the Gray coats coming.

. %e from. thermo [of the. barnhcouldﬂﬁgg,§hemhﬁhanfthe"'only
. l
looked llka mavxhg;apecks on the prairie end as soon as we could

tell the color;. efwould clmb down “and hurry to ths house and
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S el Izer which they were and if 'chey were ths Gray coats,
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\e she v.{mla try to-hi?ée some of ‘our . thinss ¢ - if they were,

-~
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Mo ',‘..he Blue coa%s thea %:are ouz i‘;cic mis-&'nd ve 4id -t pave to.

\( s B‘ather was munded tne h.tn arxd Weg not able to do -~
0""’

\-?’.'/ .& .~. "-ﬁ‘

mucb-after he returned "‘.Qne and 11; was no‘s Io.xg umpil we sold

- . a’ A ~ oo
- e

¥ and nmred to Io'em. ae tr' vele& *hare in vagren@ g-nd

~ T

‘\\L

v — ! -

:.rosised the Iﬁississippi niver on flat boa’bs. Ther '?ere five "

"

families who came a t'*at time and rather boughtm farm pear

‘ ninterset, &nd al_so two housee, in the towne ° .;'ft,a- he,sold_‘,‘ .

-\

these we moved to Clay County, ’%‘iaaguff‘."c I wag -§ yéfz‘pg; <

woman by - this time and i met a ycunb ﬁxll blood In%j,an, Joe -

Wan:, whose mpthe’r %w49s a Ch_ero_k'ee. During the.Civil . ar'-'.:oe.

Kl .

-

py P T s e —
Shad sqen bis mothor's Throat cut and his_ father killed ard
. ‘x‘ - . .' : n -. ’ P

— this hed made him vé'mr' h{ttar. = :» c

s - ) e e * ..
y peo le ob*ected to my seeirx 2, .,oe 8o 1 ran away mth

kim ani e w.ore m rried. by £t e Indians 'J.n%thair Wuy in Caldwell

vount, ,' .alssouri. .6 loved each othe; tmx here my ‘eroubles-

4"’ - .

began g:d I hmfe had l?[ttle else Bince. ‘¢ nved jbo;.;et'her fA)m'
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ry of the death of his parcmts still _
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fresh in his mind, it was not hard for others outside

when talking to him to convince Wim that in revenge for
his”pgrents he should kill the Rebels, This of course
" forced him to,leave home and hawould sli:

me when he could, e had no children ‘and so when my

a one hundred ana eighty -~ere preirie fara near Mount
, ‘ ST -

Vernon, 1 ceme with them. ne hed lived in a littls rented

house near “uincy, Joe Jceme to see ms here end he still
‘ lovcd'me out sald "I can never li.e with 'you again but if

you can-find’ & good men to make you & living, marry hinm but

~

remember tliat you will always be mine and that 1 am going vo

2

sae you &s long ag 1 live", So 1 marrled nobert J. stcey who

- [ SR [
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‘ﬁﬁ?@ﬁ*ﬁﬁ‘bpﬁ L‘ﬂid not 10ve Nimm. ‘nq‘iﬁs ¢ honsst herd work-

"ing éan and?ﬁﬁew}$hat Jos was still living snd Joe hed told -

Robert tles he?Zbﬁid Live with me nut thgt 1 vould. elways be

~ 4

s

Joe's and that he 1ntended to come Yo see me as long as we
- -~ 3 —

both iived. Jo ould come 50 ﬁhe nume to see me whenevef'he

-~ N Y

coﬁld Mr, Yancey would get arunk maybe once & year and.
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s sometimes not for tno yaars but ¥ heg;hg dig he nuUld stay
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but onjLy one of ﬁhem 1s lkvmz today.
, \ \ ! ‘s

ame to the amining 1stmct where
T

my home and he y;eent to Dakota }‘.d in @ few wesks died of double

pneumonia. This was twel\

Picher where I have continlled to\live. The bmt\apo”ﬁ of

oy nreacher. hls mother

A

i
&

{10 teach him o read the Blble when lie was sevan. Since. then

he has always read it and as he\*-vas a \Littls fellow he learned

1

to love it and as he grew older e would often say twe

. "Granny, you h/gﬁre taught,me to_lo\ve that book and 1 am going to .«
b8 a. prsac .gr.," He began p'rez:i,dhiq% before he was fourteen ‘and
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“st1l1 in school here and while he wds in school here

e . o
when he’ would go -elsewhere to preach, 1 went with him \

.until his preeching attracted so mucﬁ'atténfion_that frie

camé_tp him and héve raised .the money and educated him. He \
is still preaching and is now twenty-two years old or will
-be the fourteenth of next August. He has a nice.church‘in

the northern part of California but tries to come to ses me

sach ysar.
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