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1. - This legend was
\ secured from (n^Lie) , Mrs, Orlenia Yaacey

Address ' __ ° , . Pioher, J)klaho«ta

This or rson i s (nale or female) V.idtf, Negro.. Indian, '1
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and a t t a c h f i rmly ' t o t h i s Torn. Lumter of sheet3
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YANCEY, ORLENU ' INTERVIEW • .13652

Nannie Lee Burns,
Investigator,
April, 80, 1938,

-- An Interview -with Jara, Orlenia Yancey,
P icher , Oklahoma.

/ . *
My paren ts were Robert/ Roberta and Lucret ia Roberts nee

1 •

Coffin born in Kentucky. 1 was born ninety-three years ago

the 26th oT th is month near £erre Hauta.,Vigo County, Indiana
/ » : "

on the banks of the A'abaah River. % Ky birthplace was a. double
log house but when I was/~a small g i r l ay father built us a -

/ .

nice big frame -house•, we had good barns and on the prairia

you could look in any direction and see nice hoaes and f ie lds .

Father kept oxen to break the sod and do th8 heavy work Wit
. " ; • ' /

 ; , /

had horses for the other work. Vie had good schools there and
- - , / ' • +K • • : —

I went to sclioojithere/befors the Civil War.

Father'joined th'e Union Army and" that la ft Motke-r-w$fcfa— :

• • • /us children at home and she wouia t e l l us to go to the barn and

'•• • I

climb.p£ on i t and watch when we would see anything in the dis-

t*inc« ahfi...8ee-if it, was the Blue coats or the Gray coats coming.

-.. . {>3 jrxom,th'e_'tQ}i _of the. h.axn. cpuld see_ thei%J5hfiji 4he^ only
• - ' •••/ '• ^ • , " -J"l

looked like, pavin*£ specks on the prairie and as soon as we could
* . f / • -\

t e l l the OO.IOJ:^ we- wvould climb down and hurry to the house and
\
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*teH.,h®r which they .were and. if they were the Gr&y coa*s,

pfhel?dtil? t ry toJbi&e 'mjse of our, things end i f they »ere.

*\**fche, JBluecoaVs the^ i(/ere oit̂ r ftpicnt^eud v;e did n'-t have t o .

"V»-» father was aoiinded J||i^h& hiji-and wf.s'tiot' ©ble^to do

rkttchvefter he returned hone anc! i t v/as not ITpiig u/it>il we sold

'.TQiWacd moved to'Iowa* \-e trf veled^Jiere' i n •wagons -8-«d.' «w

cros'sed the( Mississippi ^iver on f la t .bo^Tts*-' Ther?'fte*re five ..

fffiailies who carse a that time and father bought* a farm./iear

ninterset , and also two houses in the town. * ATb.aar he^sold,'/ .
• • • % : . • • • . •

tliese, we moved to Clay County, Missouri. *" I-..was -e. youjj^.- .-

woman by this time and *• met a young; ful l blood. :-Jfc|4a3iy ;Joe '*

Wan:., whose mother W3s a Cherokoe. During tiiie.Civil • arvsbei _ _ , _ _ ^ _ r _

s^en his zoother's''Iifroat cut and h is , father k i l led ar..d

. y people objected to my. seeing Joe so I ran away with

him and T.G w^re m'.rried* by .the Indians in^thQir vjayf.iti**.Caldwell
* • •• * . ; ; . •

count/1 Missouri. .6 loved each othey*b,u4"here myrltroubles- *

, began e:d I ha^e had l i t t l e else s ince, . ' c'lived'toge^heVrfpur
^ , • • . . -• x - - \ • - ,. . _ . - • • ' • : - - 't:-^r.

^> years ani then, witirthe msmory of the death of jjis parents "st i l l
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fresh.in his mind, it was not hard for others outside

~" ' . • I
when /talking to him to convince aim that in revenge for

/his parents he should k i l l the Rjbbels* This of course

forced him to^leave home and hs/would s l ip ,.n and see

me when he could, W,e had no children'and so v<hen ay

parents moved to" the southwest/part of Missouri and bought

a one hundred ana eighty "or4 p r s i r i e .farm near Mount.
° • - I

Vernon, 1 came with them. We had lived in,a l i t t l e rented

house near ruincy. Jo© came to see me here end he s t i l l

loved*me- but said n I can never l i . e with "you again but if

you can fin*'a good man to make you a l iv ing , marry his but

gemeraber that you reili alvsays be mine and. that 1 asa going -co

see you as long a^ 1 live.*. SP 1 married Robert J . Yancey who'

iovea- me but i-aia not 10ve him. tie «&s £* hon5stTherd v<ork- ;

ing aian and^ew^-tlBt Joe1 was s t i l l l iv ing and Joe had toldi •
' •• ' • ' : ' _ - " ' " ' • " . • • '

Robert that he? could l ive y?ith tae but that I would, always be.
' . ' ••• ' " " " v v * • • ' •• ' ' . . . . " '

Joe's and that he intended to come to see me as long ao we

both lived. Joe" would "come to-'tlie 'hoiae to stee me whenever "he

could. Mr. Yancey would get drunk maybe once a year and.

sometimes not for tvto years but wheaTftti did .'he -..ould stay
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drunk for

\ had twelve

-After we lef t

Robert died

to corae to

that he had been

me for awhile BO

Kansas City

liil

would' tsar up \the Ipiacte. lie

ony.y one of t̂ heai \s laving today.

ame to the' mining a is t ruc t where

i)b\City9 Missouri.! Joe continued

\a\sb time he. came,: h.e told me,

death and lis wanted to b̂e
\

im to the f i rs ts town north of

two\^eeks, af ter which I returned to
\ . '

- my home and he went to Dakotakfcd in- a few weeks died of double

pneumonia. This was twelvve years ago..

After Robert Yancey^ls deatfy~Io came with my children to

Picher where I have contimkd t o \ l i v e . The brightest-^po^ of

—^—-say-iatisr years has been ray UrandsWjack Yancey who during his

remf1

school days was well known as tiie ftoy preacher. His mother • •

diad'-wfcsn he was asnall and he\has-lived with me and I began

to teach him to read the Bible When he was seven, Sincex then: :A \
he has always read i t and as.he\was a y. i t t le fellow he learned

to love i t , and as he grew older ne would often say towae,

. "Granny, you he,"Ve taught,me to io\ve that book and 1 am going to

He be^an pareaxJhing before he »ae fourteen .'and ,

be

„ - _ ^

a* p?

-̂

33S<

• ' / '

/
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; s t i l l in school here and while he was in school here

when he'would go elsewhere to preach, 1 went witti hiia ^ \

.unt i l h i s preaching a t t rac ted so much a t t en t ion that friends

• ' \

- case, tp him and have raised tthe ramey and educated him. Ke

is s t i l l preaching and ' i s now twenty-two years old o r wi l l

-be the fourteenth of next August. He has a nice church in
0

ttie northern part of Califorcia but t r ies to come to sea me

each year.


