





							Hull December 30th 1799





I do hereby certify that I first visited Mr Wynn on 2nd December who was considered as a dying man by all the Physicians & Surgeons of this place who had seen him and it was only in consequence of his being in the 17th Regiment, many of the officers of which I had known very intimately while in St Domingo that I was induced to visit him rather from motives of politeness than the hope of being serviceable to him. I found him in the most deplorable state of debility and emaciation, coughing up at least a pint of purulent matter daily from his lungs, attended by violent hectic fever and other symptoms which but too clearly denoted his approaching dissolution. All these symptoms appeared evidently to me to be the consequence of a wound in his side received, as he informed me, on the 2nd October in Holland.





After examining the wound which externally was now nearly healed up, I judged it proper to lay it open thus endeavouring to trace the progress of the Ball, but without effect. A few days after, I made another incision into his side, but I was still unsuccessful in my attempts to detect the cause of such mischief. On the 11th, however, the matter which passing through his lungs had ceased to flow out at the external wound now made its appearance there and a probe being introduced at the orifice from whence it issued, a Ball was discovered at a depth of several inches. On the 12th I proceeded to extract the Ball. After making a large and deep incision into the cavity of the chest I found the Ball much too large to pass between the interstices of the ribs. Two of the ribs had evidently been fractured by the Ball in its passage into the lungs but were now healed. Besides, it is easy to imagine that what the force of gunfire had put in, mere manual force cannot take out. I was thus under the necessity of sawing away a large portion of the ribs to make room for the passage of the Ball, which being composed of iron, rendered the operation much more tedious from its very frequently eluding the grasp of the extracting instrument. After much practice during the present War in gunshot wounds, I am without hesitation in pronouncing Mr Wynn’s case to be the most important I have ever had under my care and the operation to be one of the most difficult I ever performed which, but for the unshaken fortitude of the unfortunate sufferer could not have been affected. Those who know the high importance of the lungs to animal life and are capable of appreciating the great injury they must have sustained by the lodging of so large a substance so deeply seated and for such a length of time will be more capable of conceiving than I of describing the acute sufferings, both of the mind and body, which Mr Wynn has of necessity undergone. As Mr Wynn has frequently asked me my real opinion of his actual situation and as he has appeared to me to possess a firm mind capable of hearing truth, I have not attempted to conceal from him that though he is now much better and I fervently hope likely to recover, yet he is still and must for a considerable time be in a dangerous and precarious state.





J Hunter MD


Surgeon to the Forces





The Grape Shot that was extracted from Mr Wynn’s lungs weighs three ounces and a half and three grains. It was weighed in the presence of Lt Col Cooke of the 5th West York.





JH





NB: William Wynn survived the experience and lived on to be knighted for his services in the Peninsular War, became Governor of Sandown Fort, Isle of Wight and a Governor of Chelsea Hospital. He also stood for Parliament twice: once as a Tory and once as a Whig, both times unsuccessfully. You can see his election poster and the local rebuff along with wine bottles bearing his personal seal elsewhere in the house. He married Mary, eldest daughter of Col Long of Tubney, Berkshire. He was still alive in 1847 and she died in 1850. The grape shot which caused all the fuss is displayed alongside this document.





William Garton-Jones


Dr Hunter’s report of his operation on Sir William Wynn on the 12th December 1799 (Ref W1)











