Letter to HRH Duke of Cambridge from J T Vaughan Kirkby Ref K11





To)	His Royal Highness The Duke of Cambridge


	Commander-in-Chief of H M Forces


						The respectful memorial of John Thos


						Vaughan Kirkby of No 2 Alfred Place


						Plymouth, Devonshire; formerly a


						Lieut in H M 20th Regiment of Foot


Most humbly ???





	That your memorialist on the 15th day of Dec 1854 was, through consideration of the then Commander-in-Chief, at the age of 18 years, gazetted to an Ensigney in H M 20th Regiment of Foot; upon your Memorialist’s application to join that particular Regt; then serving in the Crimea; and that you Memorialist on the 9th March 1855 was promoted to a Lieutenancy in the same Regiment. That your Memorialist on the 17th March 1855 left England with a draft of the 20th Regiment for the Crimea, where he served with his Corps, until the close of the war there, including the expedition to Kinburn(?). But your Memorialist regrets that on the 17th March 1857 after returing to England and whilst at the Camp in Aldershot, he was guilty of a breach of duty in being absent without leave, for which he was suspended.





That your Memorialist on being suspended was immediately by his friends provided with a Passage to Australia, and given a few pounds to start with in the World, they being at that time much annoyed at your Memorialist’s conduct; and from that time until the present, your Memorialist has been left entirely on his own resources and has during that time, viz about three years, provided for himself, arriving in England about a month since that your Memorialist has suffered great hardships his so foolishly allowing himself to be superceded from his Regt and when your Memorialist reflects on his conduct, and finds on reference to the Army List that he would now have been about Senior Captain of his Regt it grieves him to the very heart. Your Memorialist humbly desires to express his deep regret for his past errors, and the follies into which he was then lead by youth and inexperience, and the temptations of a Garrison Town.





Your Memorialist from his youth built his hopes on being able to rise in the Army, and still prefers that to any other profession. Your Memorialist has therefore ventured to trespass on Your Royal Highness’ generosity and humbly trusts that Your Royal Highness will consider that he has been already sufficiently punished for his indiscretion, and that Your Royal Highness will be pleased to order that your Memorialist may be reinstated in his former rank of Lieut in any of H M Regts, and should Your Royal Highness grant this Boon, your Memorialist most sacredly pledges himself as a man and a Gentleman to do everything in his power to obtain the Esteem of his Superior Officers, and will be forever grateful to Your Royal Highness.





And Your Memorialist as in


duty bound will ever pray (?)





J T Vaughan Kirkby


