
How much do you know about the family?  How close do you live to Taylorville?  Have you ever 
been to the Buckeye Prairie Cemetery?  I can give you directions of how to find it if you want to 
go and have never been there.  
  
The other day I had a correspondent who sent me a chart that lists "Large's who served in the 
Military during the Civil War."  There were two George Large's listed.  One is from our family. He 
enlisted on 08/12/62 as a Corporal.  His place of residence is given as Rosemond, IL, which is 
where some of the Large's lived. One of the Large daughters married a McAfee and they lived in 
Rosemond. 
  
One Large grand daughter, Aleda Magaw, was still alive a year ago but living in a Nursing Home 
in Decatur. She was born in 1901 and grew up with my Mom.  Childhood friends as well as 
cousins. In the mid 1990's Aleda told me that she leased out her farm and remodeled her home 
from a two story to a one story house  
and rented it to the lease holder. Pretty home set out on a farm south of the Buckeye 
Prairie Methodist Church building.  Aleda was a teacher who never married and one of the few 
family members who made the trip back to Ireland and found the old Large homestead. Aleda 
graduated from Millican University in Decatur, as did my grandmother who was also a teacher 
until she married at the age of 32.  Grandma taught school out in the midwest.  My mother wrote 
about some of the stories that Grandma used to tell about seeing "tumbleweeds" rolling across 
the landscape when she was teaching out there. So, we assumed it must have been Kansas 
where she taught. 
  
My mother wrote a lot of her lifestory for us and I would be glad to share what is important about 
the family with you if interested. Let me know 
No, I live on the west, central part of Florida.  I live in Sarasota, which is an hours drive south of 
Tampa/St. Petersburg, if you are looking on a map. 
  
My Mother, Kathrine Ladine Cole, was born and grew up in Owaneco, Christian County, IL., until 
she was about 9-10 years of age.  Her father, John Benton Cole, owned and operated the Brick 
and Tile Factory in Owaneco.  He was born in Pike County, IL, but raised in Bement, Piatt Co., 
IL.  He married my grandmother, Emily Alice Large (called herself Emma) in 1893 in Taylorville.  
Their marriage certificate gives his occupation as "Engineer".  They were both going to be 32 
years of age on their next birthday, at the time they were married.  I'm not sure why the forms 
didn't just give their birthday when they were being married, but that is how the document reads.  
Grandpa was born in 1861 and Grandma was born Nov. 9, 1860, and they were married on 
December 6, 1893. 
  
Grandpa's tile factory (I have a photo of him and some workers standing in front of the factory) is 
alongside of the road as you drive out of Owaneco going toward Pana.  The old clay pit (is a pond 
now) still is there and behind it sits a group of metal silos for grain storage.  Mary Evans, who 
lives in the stone front house just toward town, told me that her grandson now owns that property 
and she was of the opinion that another person owned the factory, until I sent her a copy of the 
photo that I have of grandpa in front of the building, with the name on the front of the factory.  I'm 
not sure if Mary still lives in that house now anymore or not,  as she was nearing 90's when I 
talked with her last in about 1999.  
  
I saw in your Family register that you list a ???? Honefinger.  I wonder if that is John Honefinger, 
who was born in 1899 and grew up with my Uncle Hollis.  Mary Evans thought that Mr. 
Honefinger could give me more background on the factory but he was in the hospital when I was 
there and I think he now has been placed in a Nursing Home, if he is even alive anymore.  
  
My cousin, Cornelia (Klinefelter, Bonnell, Large) Colonius (wife of James) lives near Morrisonville 
and attends the Buckeye Church yet. In fact she plays the piano for Sunday services the last that 
we talked about it several years ago. Of course now she has broken her ankle and is using a 
walker to get around so I know she probably is not playing at the present time.  



Cornelia's mother was Lois Francis Bonnell ( see # 12 i on your register list).   
  
My Grandmother is # 10 on your register.  My Grandpa is J. B. Cole not J.W. His full name is 
John Benton Cole s/o of Samuel M. Cole and Mary Catherine Maguire (she was born in Ireland 
and he was born in Pike Co., IL.). Grandpa died of either TB or Fibrosis of the lungs as a result of 
firing the kiln for the brick and tile himself and breathing in the small chips that fly off of the clay as 
it is cured.  
  
Grandpa had a brother, James E. Cole, who was a farmer and real estate salesman in Defiance 
County, Ohio and my Great Uncle Jim convinced Grandpa to sell the factory and move to Ohio.  
This they did in about 1914. They purchased a 120 acre farm with very fertile soil about 1 1/2 
miles south of Mark Center, Ohio, and only about 3 miles from his brother Jim's farm.  (I have 
photos of the farm and a few of the old buildings that were still standing in 1995. But the owner 
had just burned the house down that week, so I did not get to see it.)  My husband (at that time 
but who has died since) talked with the  present owner who has been in possession of the farm 
for many years and raised his family in that house.  That was really special to hear about some of 
the history of the farm. The original 120 acres remains intact even to this day. He grows excellent 
soybeans and corn on the land.  
  
Grandpa died on January 12, 1918, and is buried in one of the cemetaries in Hicksville, Defiance 
Co., OH.  Mother was in school at Mark Center and her only sibling, James Hollis Cole, was in his 
last year of high school. Grandma tried to farm with the help of neighbors, but soon leased the 
farm out to another person and moved into one of the houses they owned in Hicksville (6 miles 
from the farm to Hicksville). Some years later Grandma remarried a Sidney Smith from Toledo, 
Ohio and moved back to the farm. Sidney was originally from Texas ( he called it "Long Horn 
Country"), and he did the farming. One day when he came in from the fields at noon for lunch he 
found Grandma dead on the back porch. She was sitting in her rocking chair peeling potatoes for 
dinner, so she had been dead about an hour when found. Coroner gave cause of death as 
"Apoplexy" (Stoke), but Mother thought she had died of a heart attack because of several letters 
Mother had received from Grandma that past winter telling Mom of chest pains that she was 
having.  Mother and Dad lived here in Florida then and my younger brother was only 4 weeks old, 
so Mom could not go for the funeral. She and her brother, Uncle Hollis who lived in Oakland, CA., 
then made arrangements for them to meet at the farm in June 1932 to take care of legal work. 
The neighbors buried Grandma beside of Grandpa.  
  
Uncle Hollis and Mom met at the farm in June and were going to talk care of the legal work as the 
bank had the mortgage on the farm, but, one day after arriving there Uncle Hollis began to cough 
up blood and he could not stay. Mother and Dad took him to the train station in Ft. Wayne, IN., 
and he went back to California leaving the farm to Mother. Uncle Hollis had been injured while 
playing football at Defiance College in Defiance, Ohio; he hemorrhaged from the lungs, 
developed TB and spent two or three years in a TB hospital in New Mexico during his 20's. Later 
he went to the University of Colorado at Boulder and received his degree in Chemical 
Engineering.  He worked for Standard Oil Co., in California for more than 50 years until he retired. 
He married Mary Westall Davis (b. 1897 in Ireland  d. 1981) ) a Registered Nurse he met while in 
hospital in NM, during his senior year of college and following his graduation they moved to 
California. They never had any children. Mary came to the U.S. to study nursing and graduated 
from New Haven School of Nursing in New Haven, Conn., going then to work in the TB hospital 
where she met Uncle Hollis. His name is James Hollis Cole   b. 6-24-1899    d. 4-8-1984  Buried 
in cemetery in Oakland, CA.   
  
Two years later Mother and Dad lost the farm to the bank during those post-depression years.  
They packed their few personal belongings in a small one wheeled trailer, us three children in the 
Model A Ford car and moved back to Florida in 1934.  This is where we grew up and where my 
parents are buried. Dad (John Knerr) b. 9-6-1892 in Detroit, Wayne Co., MI  d. 12-15-50 in 
Sarasota, Sarasota Co., FL. (Buried in Manasota Memorial Park at Oneco, Manatee Co., 
FL.)  Dad s/o of Henry George Knerr of Toledo, Lucas Co., OH; died of a heart attack at the age 



of 59 years.  Mother (Kathrine Ladine Cole) b. 7-15-1904    d.  8-18-91  in Bradenton, Manatee 
Co., FL., and is buried in Manasota Memorial Park in Oneco, FL. She died of a blood clot in the 
Intestinal tract and was 87 years of age. Mother is not buried beside of Dad, but beside of her 
second husband, John Mitchell Bellune  b. 1908   d. May 1986.  She and Mitch were married for 
22 years. She and Dad were married 22 years, also. Mother and Dad were married in Perrysburg, 
Wood Co., OH, on June 11, 1928.  
  
Well, I think I have documented enough of my immediate family for you except for my siblings 
and that becomes lengthy so I will let that go for now. If interested in names, dates, etc. let me 
know. There are four of us and all still living with offspring.  
  
Take care.  Blessings.  Darla 
  
   
How is he related to Cornelius Ray Klinefelter?  Ray K. married Lois Francis Bonnell  d/o Jane 
Agnes Large d/o Samuel and Maria Large. Ray and Lois had two children: Doris Livingston and 
Cornelia Colonius.  Doris is the Genealogist for their family and has done lots of work on it. Also 
she and Cornelia grew up near Don Large and Aleda Magaw farms.  Ray and Lois farm is about 
6 miles south (?) of the Buckeye church on same road that cemetery is on. Parents are both dead 
but Cornelia and Jim own the home farm that her parents owned.  Doris probably has some of the 
best history on the family as she was over in Ireland this summer. You might want to contact her 
at her e-mail address:   djlivingston@worldnet.att.net .  I had a letter from her this week. She and 
her husband used to live near Morrisonville but about 7-8 years ago she divorced him and moved 
to Denver to be near one of her children, a daughter. He was very abusive to her for many years, 
hence the divorce.   
  
I noticed that you have recorded that Eliza Large moved to Noble County, Ohio, from Montreal or 
Beaver Dam, N.Y.  and purchased 80 acres by a grant from the government.  Doris and I have 
both recorded that the grant was for 160 acres. Do you know how you determined it to be 80 
acres?   
  
Another interesting point is that when you are in Taylorville they have the Christian County 
Historical Society property where they have so much historical information.  They also have some 
of the older buildings from the 1880's to 1950. They have the Owaneco school building where my 
grandma attended and they have other buildings that you would find interesting if you have never 
been there. You can spend several days doing research there and they are so helpful. They are 
only open on certain days so check for when they are open.  
 


