HISTORY OF THE WOOD BROTHERS

STRING ORCHESTRA

THE FIRST HOME ORCHESTRA OF UTAH
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The WOOD ORCHESTRA was organized in 1865 at Session's settlement OB 17
which is now Woods Cross, with Daniel C, Wood as leader who also played
the Cello, Heber Cotton Wood played the Violin, George Cotton Wood,
then age 11 years played also the Violin, James Grace Wood played the
second Violin, Peter Cotton Wood played the Flute, Edwin Wood played
the Banjo. Joseph Cotton Wood, who at this time was nine years of age
rlayed the Tamboreen, =

The first school house at which the Wood Orchestra played for dances
was located just a block and a half below the South Junio£ High School
on the south side of the street., They lighted the hall with homemade
candles which fastened along the wall with three nails, two to hold them
together and the other to hold them away from the wall, thus giving
light and being safe from fire, The candles were replaced three or four
times of a night as the dance often lasted until morning.

The dances were special occasions only being held on Holidays such
as July 4th, and 24th., Harvest or Thanksgiving festival, Christmas Holi-
days, New Years, Valentine, or Spring Festival or perhaps Weddings. They
were always made a grand occasion, the hall was decorated-to suit the part-
icular event, Many traveled great distances by horse and wagon and many
times brought small children and babies as old and young attended leaving
no one to care for the children. So they always brought refreshments for
the evening. During intermissions often there was a tap dance by Joseph C,

Wood or a-vocal solo by Adelaide Ridges Wood, wife of George C, Wood, who
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accompained herself on the guitar as she sang, Two of her favorite songs
were "Always Do As People Say You Should" by Victor Herbert, and "There
Came To My Window." Percella and Jane Garrot sang and Adelaide accompan—
ied them on the guitar., There were also several other family groups that
participate in various ways of entertainment,

Tﬁe children were always provided for with blankets, quilts and
pillows, 3eds were made on chairs and benches. They brought their own
milk and food for the children, as the.children would go to sleep they
were put in a made bed,

Many dances were held in the homes of pioneers, Some of the homes
were Daniel C. Wood, Perigreen Sessions, James Eldridge, James‘ Marshall,
Edwin Pace, Earnest Fisher, Wm., Winegar and others,

After the first year Edwin Wood dropped out and also James Grace
Wood, both moved to the old Sandwich,.uhich is now Syracuse, Utah,
lLeaving George, Heber, Per!?er, Joseph and Daniel, These five played to-
gether for about eight years, At this 'b-ime Josech started to play the
Cello,

‘They played for all entertainments requiring music and made a sSpec=
iality of playing the Grand Ball Music, which consisted of waltzes -
schottich, poka's, quadrills, both the waltz and plain as well as the
"French four, and Sussan Ann." They always memorized their music,

They played such as "Beautiful Blue Danube, Turkey in the Straw,
Fishers Horn Pipe, Trish Wash Woman, and Scottish Real", or comonly
known as the poligamny dance,

Many times George and Peter and Heber would lead out with a com-
position which they composed with the others playing harmony i:)arts.

They were often asked to repeat the numbers, especially the Walt zes
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they had played at former dances. Sometimes, they could not as they had
had not written down a single note. However Heber and George had written
 a number of waltzes and plain quadrills,

As there were no dance halls in this part of the country, .nor in
Davis, nér'Weber county and no theater buildings, the entertainment was
held in churches, school houses and private homes, There were dances,
dramatie clubs, illustrated lectures and home parties of various kinds which
requested music at which the Wood Orchéstra was always present and gladly
played, many times without pay. They playéd for the lecture entertainment,
which was taken all through the country by the late Philo Dibble who labored
with the Prophet Joserh Smith and knew him personally very well.

The entertainment consisted of paintings on canvas of events in the
life of the Prophet Joseph Smith. When each picture was unrolled and shown,
Bro. Dibble gave an explanation of it.

Between the pictures the Wood orchestra entertained, fitting the music
to the pictures, Many times Bro., Dibble played with the Wood orchestra
playing the® snarr and bass drums, as Bro, Dibble had been a drummer in the
1Fife and Drmmm Band!' in the Nauvoo leagion,

The entertainment was known as the Dibble Illustrated lectures on early
Church History of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

The Wood Orchestra played many years together all through the Salt Lake
Valley for various occasions, They were first paid with produce, such as
grain, potatoes, molasses or even meat, and pumpkins, which were produced
by the pioneers, and by those attending., Iater they received three dollars
for an evenings entertainmént.

Peler went to Mexico to live, and Daniel C. moved to Star Valley,

Wyoming. About ten years later Heber went to live in Rockland, Idaho,
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Heber Cotton Wood organized a family orchestra in Rockland, Idaho and also
a band in Wyoming, 7

This left Geofge and Joseph the two remaining Wood Brothers of the
original Wood Orchestra, |

Joseph had taken to also playing the three string bass vile two years
before and at this time they invited Heber Parking, violinist, and William
Brown, Flutist, to play with them. These four continued .to play together
for about twelve years,

"Joseph and George continued to play together for family gatherings
until their deéth," quoted Josephine Wood Naylor, Joserh's daughter,

The Wood Orchestra played together over forty-five years,

Written by Naomie Wood Salter, daughter
of George C., & Adelaide Ridges Wood.




