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Kavanaugh of the Old South

-122-

PREFATORY WORD ON THE KAVANAUGH FAMILY

The name Kavanagh or Cavanagh is derived from the Irish Gaelic name Caomhánach, which means a son or
follower of St. Caomhán. It has been said that no clan in Ireland was more constant or fierce in their opposition to
the Norman invaders than the Kavanaghs, who steadfastly refused to accept the authority of English kings for more
than five hundred years. On the descendancy chart of Murtagh Kavanagh, of the Sept of Clanhanrick and
Knockangarrow, appear the names of three brothers - Phelim, Maurice and Edmond - with the added notation that
Phelim escaped to the Netherlands and that Maurice and Edmond were pardoned in 1603.
Peter Wilson Coldham, in his publication The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1607-1660 [1987, Genealogical
Publishing Co., Inc., Baltimore, Maryland], included a list of prisoners in Newgate, dated 8 July 1635, who were to
be transported to Virginia and executed if they returned. The name Maurice Cavenaugh was among those on the list
[p. 155]. In the same [p. 391], Coldham included an entry from his book The Bristol Register of Servants Sent to
Foreign Plantations [p. 76], that Hugh Cavenaugh, yeoman, was sent to _____Wills to serve five years in Virginia, 20
August 1658. These appear to be the earliest references to the surname in Virginia found to date.
In the first sketch of our branch of the Kavanaugh family the surname has been spelled Cavanaugh, as the scribe
had entered it that way, our Philemon signing with “c.” Spelling of surnames did not become fixed until many years
later.
Philemon Cavanaugh was mentioned as being among those who were living at or near the Huguenot settlement at
Manakin, Virginia [no date], but this may have been occasioned by his wife’s Tutt (LaTout) relatives [Founders of
Manakin in the Colony of Virginia, The Huguenot, Publication No. 10, 1939-1941, publ: The Huguenot Society].
Philemon’s father was probably involved in the Irish wars between the Stuart followers of King James II of the
United Kingdom and the Protestant followers of King William III (his son-in-law) of Holland, the Netherlands.
Some French Huguenots followed King William III to Ireland and settled there.
A. H. Redford, Life and Times of Bishop Kavanaugh, [Nashville, 1884], p. 13, [hereinafter cited as Redford] recorded the
early record of the Kavanaugh’s of Virginia thus:
“In a family Bible, now in possession of the family, there is the following record in the hand writing of Williams Kavanaugh
(1775-1806), the father of the bishop: ‘my grandfather in the paternal line was named Philemon. He was descended from an
ancient Irish family (I have understood) much devoted to the Stuart interest. About A.D. 1705, he and one other brother came
to Virginia, and first settled in Essex County, though my grandfather’s final settlement was in Culpeper. He was twice
married. His last wife’s maiden name was Williams. She was from Wales. My grandfather had several children by each
marriage. My father was (by the last marriage) a posthumous child, and was called by his mother’s maiden name. My
grandfather in the maternal line (whose name was Harrison) was born, I believe, in England, though he came from New
England to Virginia. He and two brothers, who came with him, all lived to very great ages. His wife’s maiden name was
Johnson, or Johnston, of a Scots family. My father and mother were both born in February 1744, Old Style. When they were
married, I do not know.”

In support of the above statement by A. H. Redford, one Philliman Cavernor was listed by Nell M. Nugent in her
work Cavaliers and Pioneers, Vol. III, 1695-1732, pp. 240, 241 [Library of Virginia, 1934], being abstracts from the Virginia
Patent Books [11:155, 168] in which she noted:
“Philliman Cavernor, 273 acs. (N.L.), Essex Co., in St. Mary’s Par; on S. side the Rapidan Riv; 20 Feb. 1719, p.
155. 30 Shill”
“Arthur Kavenaugh of Surry Co; 400 acs. (N.L.), Is. of Wight Co; S. side of Maherin Riv., & on E. side of the gr.
Swamp; 18 Feb. 1722, p. 168. 40 Shill.”
Another Virginia Kavanagh connection has, as its root, one James Cavanagh of Carrick-Duff, County Carlow,
Ireland, attaindered in 1691, who married while in exile in Spain, Senorita Dolores Campomanes. Their son, Michael
Kavanagh, aka Michel Cahaigne, while visiting Irish exiles in France, married Mademoiselle Bertha Dumas,
daughter of Rene Dumas of Paris, France, and Gertrude Strauss of Vienna, Austria. Michael and Bertha (Dumas)
Kavanagh joined the Hugenots in Virginia. Of their issue, a daughter, Mary Kavanagh, born in France, was married
in Gloucester, Virginia, to Samuel Sheppard (b. 3 Feb. 1730). On his 62nd birthday Samuel wrote a letter, dated
February 3, 1792, Norfolk county (Virginia), addressed to “my children,” in which he related his direct lineage. He
further stated that his wife was Anne Burwell and that he had brothers Robert and William Shepherd who went to
North Carolina, that the youngest brother, James, went to Kentucky, and that his sisters “married and scattered over
the state long ago. [“Shepard And Other Buckingham Families, pt II,” Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol. IV, p.
424, Gen. Publ. Co. 1982].
While there is no proven relationship between these four - Hugh, Philemon, Arthur and Michael Kavanagh, these
references clearly show the early presence of the surname in the Virginia Colony.
The royal Irish ancestry of the first Philemon of the Virginia Colony is beyond the 1700 A.D.-1950 A. D., scope of
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this chapter. Family historians have found the published ancestry The Ancient House of Kavanaugh by Mrs. Anna T.
Poynter Kavanaugh in 1906 to be flawed. Generally, her connection with the Kavanaugh family, Lords of Leinster,
may be correct, but exact relationships have yet to be proven.
There are several detailed works in preparation on the history of the Irish Kavanaghs (all spellings) by several
individuals including Gary L. Cavanaugh, M. D., of Stockton, California. Dr. Cavanaugh has several Kavanagh
research projects in progress. He presented summaries of two of these works to the Clann members at Ferns, County
Wexford, Ireland, in 1994 and 1996. The 1994 paper, “18th Century Kavanagh Families of South Carlow” covers
the 16th through mid 19th century genealogies and histories of about thirty-five 18th century Kavanagh families.
The 1996 paper, "Kavanagh Wild Geese," concerns family members who left Ireland to serve in the Continental
Armies of Spain, France, Germany and Austria-Hungary. It covers a time frame of approximately 1640-1800.
Summaries of both papers were published in the Clann Chaomhanach Annual, 1995 and 1996 respectively. Dr.
Cavanaugh is working with many original Irish sources including manuscripts by Lt. Col. W. O. Cavenagh, a retired
British Army officer, who had extracted much, "perhaps most" of the Kavanagh data from the Public Record Office
prior to the 1922 fire as well as other now unavailable material. The data from the PRO is available in the
Genealogical Office, Dublin, as Manuscript #471 and is also available on microfilm from the LDS genealogical
libraries.
Clann Chaomhánach (Cavanaugh/Kavanaugh), is the official organization of our kinsmen, registered with the
Clans of Ireland, the Government agency set up to coordinate the activities of all Irish Clans. A Genealogical Data
Base has been established for the benefit of members, which will ultimately include all of our kinsmen who have
ever lived, a great resource for those seeking their roots.
Clan genealogist, James F. Cavanaugh, wrote in the Field Trip Guidebook for the 2006 Gathering that he believes
our Philemon Cavanaugh (b ca 1690) was a grandson of Maurice Kavanaugh (b. 1612) of Camolin Park. Maurice
was a son of Phelim Kavanaugh (b. 1578) of the subsept, the Camolin Park Kavanaughs, a sept or branch of the
Coolnaleen Kavanaughs. Phelim’s cousin/wife was Honora (Kavanaugh) Kavanaugh (b 1586 d. 25 Jan 1630),
daughter of the last King of Leinster, Donal Spannaigh Kavanaugh. The lands held by the Coolnaleen sept were west
Gorey and County Wexford, Leinster, Ireland.
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HILEMON CAVANAUGH was born in Ireland, or in exile, about 1690. He and a brother reportedly
immigrated to the Virginia Colony about the year 1705. Philemon’s death occurred after preparing his
will April 1743, which was probated in August 1744 in Orange County, Virginia. He was presumably
buried in that county.
There may have been an earlier first wife, but he married Sarah WILLIAMS, b. ca. 1693, daughter of William
and Jael (Harrison) Williams, who was the mother of Philemon’s minor children. Most reports concerning the family
have recorded the marriage date of Philemon Kavanaugh and Sarah Williams as about 1711 - but it would seem that
this date is only an estimate based on approximate birth dates of some of the eldest children of Philemon. When it is
understood that Philemon probably had two wives it would seem that Sarah was the second wife and that they were
married at a much later date. Sarah was the daughter of William and Jael (Harrison) Williams. Sarah married
secondly, in May 1750, Richard COVINGTON. [See end of Chapter III Williams and Harrison families p.164, 166. for Sarah’s

P

extended family.]

Essex County, Virginia, Order Book 5 (1716-1723), p. 98, provided the earliest documented reference to Philemon Cavenah
found to date. To better understand the following sequence of documents, one needs to remember that prior to 1752 the new year
began in March, not January.
17 December 1717: Philemon Cavenah was listed as a member of the Grand Jury in Essex county [Order Book 5:98].
2 January 1717/8: Philemon Cavanaugh, as plaintiff, vs the estate of William Seale. The case involved the attachment served
on one grey horse with judgement granted for 500 lbs. of tobacco and costs and the sheriff was ordered to get the horse appraised
and to deliver the same . . .[Ibid:107].
19 February 1718, Robert Beverley agreed to have his “action on the case with Philemon Cavenah dismissed” [Ibid:232].
August 18, 1719: Philemon Cavenah was mentioned in connection with some road repairs as county surveyor of highways
“from Massapomax to Charles Taliffero’s Quarter Branch and have the tytheables to the said precincts to keep same in repair.”
[Ibid:342] During the same term of court Philemon served as a juror [Ibid, pp.344,346,347,350] and it was noted that the suit against
him brought by William Barber had been dismissed [Ibid, p.360].
17 November 1719: Philemon again listed as a juror [Ibid:378]. It was also noted that Paschal Greenhill failed to prosecute his
action on his case against Cavenah; ordered to pay Philemon five shillings with attorney fees and court costs [Ibid:393].
20 February 1719: Augustine Smith surveyed 273 [275] acres in Saint Mary’s Parish, Essex County, for P. Cavenor [Essex Co.
Deed Bk 16:200]. The land was located on the south side of the Rapidan River [Patents 11:155; also see Prefatory Word on Kavenaugh
Family]

22 March 1720: The order “made last June for clearing a road where his Excellency the Governor desired it” had not been
done and the parties were ordered forthwith to do it!
21 June 1720: The court ordered “John Taliaferrio of Snow Creek and P. Cavenah, surveyors of the highways, with the people
in their precencts [to] joyne in clearing a road from Leonard Hilme’s Road down the Ridge to the mouth of Massaponax. . .”
[Order Bk 5:450].

22 June 1720: Philemon was before the court again the following day in the action of debt brought by Paschal Greenhill and
was granted a delay [Ibid:464]; however, he failed to appear in court 19 July and an order was granted Greenhill for 3,000 pounds
of tobacco as in case of nihil dicit (for want of a plea by Philemon) returnable to next court for judgement [Ibid:474].
16 August 1720: Philemon filed his plea [Ibid:488] and a jury of his peers found him not guilty 20 September. Although he won
the case, he was ordered to pay Philip Mulky for attending court one day to give evidence [Ibid:504].
19 July 1721: Cavenah, Smith and Taliaferro were once again summoned “to shew cause why they don’t clear the road [p.593].
19 September 1721: Capt. Augustine Smith ordered to divide the precinct between Philemon Cavenah and Jno. Taliaferro
[p.594]; the order to appear and show cause was finally dismissed 21 September 1721 [p.605].
Philemon Cavenaugh “of the Parish of Saint George, County of Spotsylvania, Colony of Virginia, planter” purchased 150
acres of land south of the Rappahannock River in Saint George's Parish, in what is now the town of Fredericksburg, Virginia,
from John Byram “of the Parish of South Farnham, County of Essex, Colony of Virginia, planter” for ten shillings 31 August
1724. Described as:
“beginning at two marked white oaks standing by a branch of the Hazel Run, being the lower corner of Henry Reeve’s land,
thence South East by South one hundred and ninety poles to a white oak, thence North East by East one hundred twenty and
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seven pole to a red oak, thence North West by North one hundred and ninety pole to a red oak, thence South West by West one
hundred twenty and seven pole to the place it first began And all houses, out houses, Edifices, Buildings, Tobacco Houses,
Orchards, Gardens, Yards, Back Sides wages, Watters, Watter Courses, Timber trees and Trees growing likely to become Timber
woods, under woods, Profits, Commodities, advantages, ---- ,Hereditaments, and appurtenances whatsoever to the hereby
granted premises belonging or in any wise appertaining, and the Reversion and Reversions, Remainder and remainders, Rents
and Services thereof, and of every part and parcel thereof, and all the Estate, Rights, Title, Interest, Claim & Demand
whatsoever of him the said John Byram of, in and to the premises To have & to hold the said _____ parcell of land and premises
Hereby Granted Bargained & Sold or Mentioned or Intended to be hereby Granted, Bargained & Sold, with their and every of
their appurtenances to the said Philemon Cavenaugh his Executors, Admrs and Assignes from the Day Next before the Date of
these presents for and during the term of one whole year from thence next ensuing and fully to be compleat & ended, yielding
and paying therefore the rent of one Pepper Corn at the Feast of St Michael the Arch Angel if the same be Lawfully Demanded
which Said Grant, bargain & Sale is so made as aforesaid to the End, Intent and purpose that by virtue of these presents and by
force of the stattute for Transfering _____ to _____, the said Philemon Cavenaugh may be in the actuall possession of the
premises and may be thereby also _____ to take a grant, release and confirmation of the reversion & inheritance therof from the
said John Byram to him the said Philemon Cavenaugh and his heirs. . .”
The deed transaction was witnessed by Richard Johnson and James Williams, step-father and brother, respectively, of
Philemon’s wife Sarah Williams and was recorded 6 October 1724 [Essex Co. Deed Bk 4:93; Spotsylvania Co. Deed Bk A:103].
A second entry immediately following this in the Spotsylvania County Deeds, involving the same parties and the same land,
differs only in the amount of consideration to be paid for the land, which was “for the sum of 4,000 pounds of tobacco.” It was a
confirmation of the original deed and included the phrase following Philemon Cavenaugh’s name “in his actual possession now
being.”
A deed of re-affirmation for the same parcel of land was made by Augustine Smith “of the Parish of St. Marks” to Philemon
Cavenaugh “of the Parish of St. George” for ten shillings (and payment of one pepper corn, should the same be demanded at the
Feast of St. Michael the Arch Angel), 13 April 1731, being 150 acres lying on the south side of the Rappahannock about four
miles above the falls thereof in the Parish of St. George,
“beginning at two marked white oaks standing by a branch of Hazel Run . . . part of a tract of 3,617 acres granted to Smith by
patent bearing date 21 August 1719 and purchased by Henry Byram 6 September 1714 and by deeds of lease and release
recorded in Essex County which deeds was made sundry years, years before the date of the patent and purchased by the above
named Philemon Cavenaugh of John Byram son and heir of the said Henry dated 31 August and 1 September 1724 and
acknowledged by said Byram at Spotsylvania Court 6 October following . . .”[Spotsylvania Co. Deed Book B, 1729-1734, p.208].
A second entry was again made by the same parties for the same land on the following day for a consideration of £15 and reaffirmed Tuesday, August 3, 1731[B:209]. One of the witnesses to the re-affirmation deed was Philemon’s son-in-law, Lewis
Davis Yancey. [Spotsylvania County was formed from Essex, King William and King & Queen counties 1720/21 and, as one can see, from that
point Philemon’s activities and transactions were also noted in the records of that county.]
In 1724, an action of debt against Philemon Kavanah was granted [Spotsylvania Co. Oder Bk 1724, p. 13].
Philemon gave evidence in a court case in Spotsylvania County 15 March 1725 [Court Orders 1723-1725, p.362] and had Jonathon
Haile and John Wridings arrested for debt, 19 October 1726 [Ibid 1725-1729, p. 69]. The defendants “pray oyer” (in old English
practise, a hearing) of the note, which was granted 21 June 1727 [p.101]. The case was continued 19 July [p.138] and again 16
August 1727 [p.177]. The defendants filed their plea and prayed an injunction of chancery be granted, which the court refused. A

jury was then empaneled and the matter was brought to trial - the jurors finding in favor of Philemon, only to have the
defendants appeal it to the next General Court [p.229]. Overlapping of the court records is best illustrated by the following entry
in Essex County, Virginia, deeds where reference to the above court case was made:
Know all men by these presents that we JONATHAN HAIL, JOHN EVANS and JOHN FARGUSON are bound unto
PHILEMON CAVENAH in sum of Twenty-five pounds sterling this 19th day of June 1728 . . . THE CONDITION of this
Obligation is such that Whereas Judgement being this day given in Essex County Court unto the said Philemon Cavenah against
Jonathan Hail & John Wridens in an action of debt Depending between said Philemon Cavenah & said Jonathan Hail and John
Wridens, the said Jonathan upon motion had an appeal granted him to the Eighth day of next General Court giveing security
according to Law if therefore said Jonathan appelant as aforesaid shall accordingly appear & prosecute said Appeals at the said
next Genll Court and pay the damages of fifteen p. Ct. which the Law gives upon the Principal Debts Damages and Costs of the
County Court this day recovered as aforesaid if cast in the said appeal that then this Obligation to be void otherwise to stand.
Signed in presence of Wm. Licorish
Jonathan Hail
Jno. Evans
John Farguson
At Court held for Essex County on 19th day of June 1728, the above bond to Philemon Cavenah was admitted to record.[Essex
County Deed Bk 18:347a]

30 June 1726: 800 acres “by [the] pond side of Mountain Run in the fork of [the] Rappahannock, St. George’s Parish,
Spotsylvania County,” were recorded for Philleman Caverner [Patents 12:490]. When Philemon later deeded this parcel of land
(3 August 1731) “for the love and affection I bear to my daughter Winifred and to Lewis Davis Yancey, her lawfull husband, and
in consideration of £1 sterling. . .,” the 800 acre parcel of land was more fully described as:
“lying in the Parish of St. Marks, County aforesaid, and on the branches of the mountain run in the great forks of
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Rappahannock River beginning at three hickorys & a red oak, corner to the land commonly called by the name of Parker’s,
thence west three hundred and sixty poles to a gum & hickory on a branch, Thence N 20° W 360 poles to a white oak, red
oak & hickory by a branch side of the said Mountain Run, Thence E 360 poles to a red oak, white oak & hickory in a line of
William Beverleys being a line of the said patent, thence with that line S 2° E to beginning . . .” [B:208].
21 August 1727: Philemon Cavenaugh and Henry Dillan sued two men for £15 in consideration of a horse race, and won in a
jury trial [Spotsylvania County Order Books 1724-1730].
7 May 1729: Philemon Cavenaugh won a case of trespass against William Johnson in the amount of £21, 10shillings, 7 pence.
1 September 1729: Philemon Cavenaugh purchased 3577 acres from Henry Willis (of Spotsylvania County, a carpenter and
land speculator) called Parker’s Land [Spotsyvania Deeds A:415]. The purchase consideration was 5 shillings and “rent of 4 grains
of corn at first Feast of St. Michael Arch Angel . . .” Recorded 2 September 1729, the deed described the land as:
“. . .beginning at two white oaks, a hickory and two red oaks standing on the lower side of Muddy Run, thence S 20° E 870
poles to three hickorys and a red oak by a branch of Mountain Run, thence S 84° W 750 poles to a red oak and white oak by a
branch side, thence N 25° E 210 poles between two hickorys and a red oak, thence N 10° W 438 poles crossing Muddy Run to
two pines and a red oak, thence S 55° E 360 poles to the beginning . . .”[The afore-mentioned Parker’s Land was that which adjoined
the parcels of land later deeded by Philemon to his daughter Winifred and granddaughter Elizabeth Yancy in 1731 and 1734.]

7 October 1729: “On petition of Philemon Cavenaugh in behalf of his son, Charles Cavenaugh, to have his buildings, works
and improvements etc. valued by two or more men upon Oath, as the law directs, with regard to the accot: [account] of
Expences that he hath been at in Seating a tract of four hundred acres of land in the Great Fork of Rappahannock River, is
granted, and Ordered that Robert Green, Francis Slaughter, George Hime and Benjamin Taylor or any three of them, being first
sworn before a Magistrate of this County, do value the several kinds buildings and improvements and on what part of the said
land the same are and make return of their proceedings to the next court” [Spotsylvania County Order Book 1729-1730, p. 13].
Between 1726 and 1730, Philemon Cavenaugh frequently served as Overseer of the Rappahannock Road.
3 August 1731: Philemon Cavenaugh of St. George Parish, Spotsylvania County, deeded to his daughter Winifred Yancey and
to her husband Lewis Davis Yancey, for £1 sterling, 800 acres in St. Mark’s Parish, Spotsylvania County, in great fork of
Rappahannock.
1732: At a meeting of the House of Burgesses [J.B.H. Vol. 1727-1740, p. 129] it was ordered that there should be “several other
ferries over the Rappahannock River, at Thomas Stanton’s, at Philemon Cavenaugh’s Ford and at Norman’s Ford, St. Mark’s
Parish. Philemon Cavenaugh “of St. Mark’s Parish” for love and affection and £1 sterling, deeded 100 acres of land in St. Mark’s
Parish, Spotsylvania County, to his granddaughter Elizabeth Yancy, daughter of Winifred and Lewis Davis Yancy. Written and
recorded on Tuesday, 4 April 1732, it was described as:
“lying on ye branches of Muddy Run in ye great fork of Rappahannock River and joyning on ye land as I formerly gave to my
daughter Winifred and Lewis Davis Yancy her husband, beginning at a white oak and hickory corner to Lewis Davis Yancy
on Branch of Muddy Run thence S 70°W 127¼ poles to two pines and a white oak, thence S 20° E 127¼ poles to two red
oaks and one box oak, thence N 70° E 127¼ poles to a rod, red oak, white oak and hickory in ye said Yancy’s line, thence
west with the line to the beginning” [B:277].
Having died without issue, Elizabeth Yancy’s land would revert back to Charles Kavanaugh, as heir to Philemon, 20
November 1755 [Culpeper Co., Va., Deeds B:406]. A separate parcel of land, being 400 acres described as “by the corner of
Honorable Robert Carter, Esquire, and Colonel Alexander Spotswood; adjoining Richard Bickner and John Catlett” in the forks
of the Rappahanock, St. George’s Parish, Spotsylvania Co., had been entered in the name of Charles Caverner 30 June 1726 [see
Patents 12:486].
When Robert Brook(e) of Essex County received his 400 acres of land in the Parish of St. Mark in Spotsylvania County, 20
June 1733, its location was described as being in the great Fork of the Rappahanaock River on branches of Mountain Run,
adjoining the lands of Alexander McQueen and Philemon Cavenaugh. [Patent Bk 15:38]
18 February 1734: “all male titheables belonging to Philemon Cavenaugh and Lewis Yansey to assist and observe the
surveyors orders and direction . . .” [Little, Barbara Vines, Orange County, Virginia, Order Book 1, 1734-39, p. 6]. Orange County,
Virginia, was formed from Spotsylvania in 1734.
5 June 1734: Philemon Cavenaugh “of Parish of St. Marks, Spotsylvania County” granted another deed of gift, this time to his
daughter Elizabeth and her new husband John Conner, “land to be divided between first two sons.” This 400 acre parcel of land
was located “on the branches of Muddy Run in the fork of the Rappahannock River” and began at:
“a red oak, white oak and hickory corner to the land of Lewis Davis Yancy upon a line of William Beverly, thence with Yancy’s
line W 323½ poles ____ to two white oaks by a branch, thence N 20° W 208 poles to one red and four white oak saplins on a
ridge, thence E 323½ poles to two hickorys and a white oak on a hillside in Beverly’s line aforesaid, and thence with said line S
20° E 208 poles to the beginning . . .” [Spotsylvania Deeds C:27]
5 July 1736: Philemon Cavenaugh sold 150 acres of land in St. George’s Parish, Spotsylvania County to Henry Willis for five
shillings [see Deeds B:209 for description]; also, 275 acres “granted to Philemon by patent” [Spotsylvania Deeds C:197; Note: the 1719
patent entry was transcribed by Nugent as 273 acres.]. The entry described the land as part of a patent “lying on the lower side (of) the
Wilderness Run and surrounded by lands of Alexander Spotswood, Esqr.,” and included the term “from the first day of this
instant July for and during and unto the full end and term of one whole year from thence next and immediately ensuing the rent
of one pepper corn at the Feast of St. Michael Arch Angel if demanded.” Records indicate that Henry Willis had actually been
living on the land for some time previously.
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Also in 1736, Philemon Cavanaugh, Thos Jones, John Grant and John Parks made oath that they were imported from Great
Britain or Ireland into this country and that this is the first of their proving their importation in order to obtain right to land,
which right they severally in court assigned over to Lewis Davis Yancey.
[Boyer’s, Ships Passenger Lists (Importations) South, quoting from History of Orange County, Virginia, by W. W. Scott, 1907, p. 225: “A list of
persons who imported themselves, or were imported as servants by others, and who afterwards proved their importation in order to obtain their
‘head rights’ to land in the colony.” NOTE: the date shows the year in which proof of importation was made and recorded, not necessarily the
year they arrived.]

Another entry in Order Book 1, p.73, made reference to the “application of William Beverly, gent., for a view of the
improvements of a tract of 400 acres of land in this county formerly by patent bearing date 20 June MDCCXXXII, granted to
Robert Brooke, gent., and by him afterwards conveyed to said Beverly . . . it is ordered that Philemon Cavenaugh, John Conner
and Lewis Yanzy or any two of them being first sworn before a Justice of the Peace for this county, view the said improvement
with regard to expences and make report thereof to next court.” At the same term of court, Philemon Cavenaugh served as one
of the jurors. He was requested “to view the improvement of Thomas Nicholson and Henry Serjant 15 June 1736” [Ibid, p.82].
19 March 1736: John Ingram had been given a certificate for “taking up a negro slave belonging to Philemon Cavenaugh about
ten miles from his said master’s house” and was requesting satisfaction for his claim at court 20 July 1736 [ p. 91].
21/22 September 1737: Henry Willis, Esqr., “of Orange County” to Philemon Cavenaugh “of same,” a lease and release for
£20 current money, 250 acres on the south side of the North Fork of the Great Fork of the Rappahannock, corner to Robert
Essome, being part of 3,250 acres granted to Willis 23 June 1732 [Orange Co., Va., Deeds 1:120-124]
25 March 1740: Philemon Cavenaugh “of St. Mark’s Parish, Orange County,” to my “well beloved son-in-law Thomas
Covington and my loving daughter Jael, his wife, for real respect and paternal affection,” 400 acres in the fork of the
Rappahannock . . . reference to Lewis Yancy’s line, said Cavenaugh’s line Wit: Ann Clayton, Philip Clayton and Charles
Cavenaugh, dated 27 March 1750 [Orange County Deeds 3:462].
25 March 1741: Thomas Park deeded 200 acres of land to his son, Samuel Park, described as being “in the great fork of the
Rappahannock on the upper side of Muddy Run. . . corner of John Latham’s and Philemon Kavanaugh’s on the lower side of the
branch . . .” [Orange County Deeds 4:355].
Philemon Cavenaugh/Kavenaugh “of St. Marks Parish, County of Orange” prepared his will, 19 April 1743. Submitted for
probate, 23 August 1744, Charles Kavanaugh gave bond of £2000 current money as executor, with James Suggitt and James
Pendleton as his securities.
WILL of PHILEMON KAVANAUGH
In the name of God Amen I Philemon Cavanaugh of St Marks Parish & County of Orange in Virga being of sound mind &
memory (thanks be to God for the same) & knowing the uncertainty of this life do commence this my last will & Testament
revoking all other will or wills whatsoever ________
Imprimas Recommend my soul to God who gave it Trusting in, and through the merits of my Dear Redeemer to have perfect
Remission of all my sins, my body to be buried at the discretion of my Executors hereafter mentioned and what worldly
goods it has pleased God to bestow on me I give & bequeath as followeth_______
1st I bequeath unto my loving wife Sarah Cavanaugh during her natural Life four hundred acres of land a moiety of eight
hundred acres of land for which I have a pattant bearing date the thirtieth day of June in the year of our Lord MDCCXXVI
Including so much of the plantation whereon I now Live with the Houses Orchards etc. as is within the Bounds of the pattant
aforesaid, I also bequeath unto my said Wife during Life as aforesd her Choice of all my Riding horses together with one
young Mair known by the name of Betty Trip/Fry one side saddle & bridle & one feather bed & furniture - - 2dI give & bequeath unto my son Charles Cavanaugh & to the heirs of his body Lawfully begotten forever Twelve Hundred
Acres of Land (vizt) Eight Hundred whereof I have bequeathed unto my wife Sarah Cavanaugh during Life - four Hundred
Acres a moiety thereof and four Hundred Acres adjoining thereto taking part of the plantation whereon I now Live & that my
sd Son hath full power & authority by virtue hereof to grant unto his children if begotten as aforesd a Lease or Leases for
their Lives of the aforesd Land if my said Son shall think Convenient so to do not Exceeding three Leases for Life.
3dlyI give & bequeath unto my sd son Charles Cavanaugh two negro fellows (Vizt) George & Pollupus also four cows &
calves, four sows and piggs a pair of pistolls, my sword & guns, one Horse of the Value of four pounds currt money, one
feather bed & furniture, three pewter dishes, six pewter plates and one iron pot - - 4thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughter Winifred Yancy twenty shillings Currt money to be paid within two years after my
decease - - 5thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth Conner twenty shillings Currt money to be paid within two years after my
decease - - 6thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughter Jael Covington one negro girl named Jenny-also twenty shillings Currt money - - 7thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughter Ellinor one negro girl named Kate - - 8thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth one negro boy named Simon - - 9thlyI give & bequeath unto my Daughters Ellinor, Elizabeth, Anna & Sarah Cavanaugh to be Equally Divided among them
One Thousand Five Hundred & Seventy Seven Acres of Land part of a Tract which I had of Henry Willis Esqr known by The
Name of Parkers Land Sixteen Hundred Acres part of the sd Parkers Land being now held by my sons in law (Vizt) Lewis
Davis Yancy, John Conner & Thos Covington as by my Deeds of Gift will fully appear & out of the sd One Thousand five
Hundred & Seventy Seven Acres aforesd willed by me to the sd Ellinor, Elizabeth, Anna & Sarah Cavanaugh & to the heirs of
their Bodys Lawfully begotten forever my sd Daughters to chose their Lots according to Birthright - - -
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10thlyI give & bequeath unto my sd Daughters Jael [faded or erased], Ellinor, Elizabeth, Anna & Sarah & to my son
Philemon Cavanaugh to Each & Everyone of them a young mare, three sows & piggs, three cows & calves, one fether bed &
furniture, three pewter dishes, six pewter plates and one iron pott to be paid at the day of marriage or arrival to Eighteen
years of age - - 11thlyI give & bequeath unto my loving son Philemon Cavanaugh & to the heirs of his body forever Five Hundred & Thirty
acres of Land Lying & being upon the Branches of Muddy Run above Yancy’s Mill - also one half of another Survey lying on
the sd Muddy Run Branches above the sd five hundred & thirty acres of land joyning on the land aforesaid Also one Tract or
parcel of land Containing four Hundred acres be the same more or less adjoining the Land of John Latham upon the River
known by the name of Yarbroughs his heirs aforesaid to be lawfully begotten - - 12th I give & bequeath unto my loving Children Vizt: Philemon, Anna, Sarah and Mary one young negro to each of them
which shall be born of my female slaves if there be any such & for want of such negro children as born that then my sd
children Vizt Philemon, Anna, Sarah & Mary & each of them a young negro to be purchased out of the profits of my Estate
near the age of my sd Children, when they shall arrive to the age aforesaid - 13th I give & bequeath unto my Daughter Mary
Six Hundred acres of land under entry (Survey not finished) situate & lying & being on the Branches of Mountain Run &
Beverdam Runn on the East side of a Tract of Land now held by Thomas Covington known by the name of Davis’s Cabbin &
between the Road of James Pendleton’s Land which I have agreed he shall have, also three cows & calves, three sows &
piggs, one feather bed & furniture, three dishes & six plates - - 14th I give & bequeath unto my Loving Son Charles Cavanaugh all the Land lying on the Lower side of Jno Campbell’s path
on the North side of the Road known by the name of Thornton’s Road Beginning at the sd path where it comes into the sd
Road thence down the sd Road to Alexr McQueen’s Line thence with his line to Tutt’s line thence Including the plantation
known by the name of Gorman’s Cabbin to him & his heirs forever - - 15th Whereas I have several small Children to have a Maintenance & Education out of my Estate & some Legacies to be
paid I Desire that my sd Estate may remain together under the Care & Management of my Loving wife Sarah Cavanaugh with
the advice of my Exctr hereafter named During her widowhood in order to back the legacies, Maintain & Educate the
children aforesd And further my will & devise is that Each & every of my children hereafter mentioned Vizt Ellinor,
Elizabeth, Anna, Philemon, Sarah & Mary, May receive their full & equal share of my Estate in money as each or any of
them shall arrive to Lawful age or day of marriage and if it should (happen that my wife?) should marry, my will & desire is
that she my sd wife may have an equal share of my sd Estate as shall be equivolent to those of my sd children last mentioned
And further my will & desire is that after my sd Children have recd their Legacies & Due shares of my Estate as before
directed as also my sd wife her part, in case she Marrys that then all the residue of my Estate I give & Bequeath unto my
loving son Philemon Cavanaugh & his heirs forever But if my sd wife should Live & remain a widow after all my sd children
are paid as aforesd that then my sd Estate remaining Continue in her care During Life & then to go to my sd son Philemon as
aforesd - - Lastly I do hereby Nominate & Appoint my loving wife Sarah Cavanaugh Executrix and my son Charles Cavanaugh and my
son in Law Thomas Covington Executors of this my Last will & Testament In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand &
seal this nineteenth day of April One Thousand Seven Hundred & Forty three.
Know all men by these presents that I Philemon Cavanaugh do think to amend the Ninth Clause of the above will &
Testatment in manner hereafter mentioned:
Vizt That whereas I have given my loving daughters Ellinor, Elizabeth, Anna, & Sarah one Thousand Five Hundred &
Seventy Seven acres of Land & to the heirs of their Body Lawfully begotten Now if Either of my sd Daughters last mentioned
have more than one son My will & Desire is that the said Lands given be divided between the two surviving sons of Either of
my sd Daughters & their heirs forever as witness my hand & Seal the day & year first above written - - The Above Will & Schedule}
his
Sign’d Seal’d & Acknowled’d}

Philemon [P] Cavanaugh

in Presence of}
mark
Ann Clayton, Philip Clayton, James Pendleton, Elizabeth Pendleton
The widow, Sarah (Williams) Cavanaugh, had remarried by 17 March 1750. Her husband was Mr. Richard Covington, as
noted by the following: “Sarah Covington, wife of Richard Covington,” had set aside for her use “part of the real and personal
estate of her former husband Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d,” [Culpeper Co., Va., Will Book A:78; Culpeper County, Virginia, was struck
off from Orange County about 1748/9.]

Earlier entries pertaining to Mr. Philemon Kavanaugh’s estate [A:68] included some of the filed accounts; on the debit side of
the estate in 1750 were:
100 8d nails to mend Philemon’s house; to Mr. Lewis Yancy for 5 pr negro’s (shoes) and 1 pr women’s shoes; 1 pint rum from
Mr. Coleman for a negro woman; pd Piercybell Clay for laying two hilling hoes; to Mr. Gabriel Jones for attorney fees; Mr.
Roger Dixon for advice in matters doubtful for Estate; pd William Gaines; pd Roger Dixon for charges on petition against
Charles Kavanaugh; pd John Faver for making Philemon’s cloth (probably linen burial shroud for Philemon, Sr.); pd William
Robertson for making Philemon’s (probably Philemon, Jr.) coat, vest and leather breeches; pd Thomas Brown for wool . . . total
£66.4.0.
On the credit side: “by Mr. Humphry Wallis, Freds (Fredericksburg); Mr. Richard Tutt 200# tobacco put in his hhd
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[hogsheads/barrels] last year; tobacco put in Mr. Charles Kavanaugh’s hhd last ear; balance to Jas. Pendleton . . .total credit
£66.4.0.”
Under “Errors excepted per Pendleton” - at a court held for County of Culpeper on Friday 29th September 1752: “This account
was this day exhibited into court by James Pendleton, Gent., guardian to Philemon, Anna, Mary and Sarah Kavanaugh, orphans
of Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d.”
An account of “what is to come to my hands of the estate of Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d,” made by Charles Kavanaugh,
executor, and dated 19 September 1753, included items listed without value. The list included eight negroes, three of whom were
born after the testator’s death, neat cattle, hogs, horses, . . . [Ibid, p.83].
When another report concerning Philemon’s estate was made to Mr. Pendleton as the children’s guardian, and to the errors
excepted by him 20 September 1753, mention was made of “sundrys bought for the use of the estate from Mr. Fielding Lewis,
Mr. Thomas Brown and Mr. Humphry Wallis.” William Robertson was paid for making a suit of cloathes for Philemon, Mr.
John Taylor and Richard Burk were paid for part-building a tobacco house. Also mentioned was the payment of taxes levied in
Brumfield Parish in 1752 [Ibid, p.84].
From an entry on page 86, we learn that Philemon was indebted to Anthony Strother and that the executor paid quit rents on
1577 acres. Page 106 of same mentions that Elizabeth Farguson was paid for making three gowns for Anna, Sarah & Mary; that
Mr. Richard Covington was paid, and that a pair of stays for Anna were purchased along with two pair of woman’s woodheels,
300 ponds of pork (very fat!), a pair of Virginia yarn hose, sundrys from Mr. Cuthbert Sandys and 24 barrels of corn from Mr.
William Williams - all entered as excepted, 19 September 1754.
18 April 1759: James Pendleton, as administrator of the estate of Philemon, recorded his accounts against the estate after
payment of expenses and legacies to the four children. Included in this list of accounts paid out were:
sundrys for Francis Strother in right of his wife
sundrys for Mary, of Robert Jackson
one small bible for Philemon Kavanaugh
one yard white linen had from courthouse
to Richard Covington balance of old account
paid Thomas Covington for legacy (wife was Jael Kavanaugh)
paid for costs of a petition against John and Thomas Burk for 1,799 pounds of tobacco received by Charles Kavanaugh for rent
to Mr. Daniel Brown for crying slaves when sold at auction (Thomas Brown being the purchaser of some).
After the slaves were sold, Walter Butler, Jr., was paid for bushing and picking tobacco and prizing for ten daies [Ibid, pp.192195].

ISSUE
Philemon and his presumed wives [not necessarily in birth order]:
2
i. WINIFRED KAVANAUGH, [prob. b. about 1712/13, if m. at age 18]; m. by 3 Aug. 1731 [deed] Lewis Davis
YANCEY; issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

3

ELIZABETH YANCEY, b. by 1732 [deed]
CHARLES YANCEY
JOHN YANCEY
PHILEMON YANCEY
LEWIS YANCEY
WINIFRED YANCEY
ANN ELIZABETH YANCEY
RICHARD YANCEY
ROBERT YANCEY
JAMES YANCEY

ii. ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, [prob. b. about 1714, if m. at age 18]; m. by 5 June 1734 John CONNOR; issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

JAMES CONNER
JOHN CONNER; wife, Mary
PHILEMON CONNER; wife, Rachel
CHARLES CONNER
MILDRED CONNER
LEWIS CONNER
THOMAS CONNER
SARAH CONNER
WILLIAM CONNER
TIMOTHY CONNER
Their son Philemon Conner resided with his wife, Rachel, in St. Marks Parish, Culpeper Co., Va., 15 Jan. 1774 when he
deeded 200 acres of land to Robert Sherwood for £170, being the moiety of a tract of land given to Elizabeth and John Conner by
her father Philemon Cavanaugh 5 June 1734 and by another deed from Charles Kavanaugh son and heir of Philemon 19 June 1755,
which was conveyed by John and Elizabeth Conner to their son and heir, John Conner, and he and his wife, Mary, to said Philemon
Conner 17 May 1770[Culpeper deeds G:120].

4+
5

iii. CHARLES KAVANAUGH, b. about 1716 [from age in deposition]
iv. JAEL KAVANAUGH; named in the will of her maternal grandmother, Jael (Harrison) Williams-Johnson in 1733;
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6

m. by 1743 to Thomas COVINGTON, who received her legacy from the estate of Philemon in 1759. A deed dated
18 Oct. 1773 from James Slaughter, Gent., and wife, Susannah, to James Whitehead, for £100 - Slaughter sold “one
moiety of 400 acres which was given by Philemon Kavanaugh the elder, dec’d, to Thomas Covington and Jael, his
wife, daughter of said Philemon, by deed of gift recorded in Orange County.” Jael left two daughters: Ann, who m.
John Faver, Jr., son of John and Isabel (Randolph) Faver, and Sarah who m. William Tutt. John Faver, Jr., sued for a
writ of Ad quod damnum (writ of right when landowner was dissatisfied with assessment of damages) and by
executing same, land was conveyed to Slaughter by deed in fee simple - land by consent of both Tutt and
Favre/Faver divided between them - Favres part being 215 acres . . . [G:104]. The daughters Ann Favers and Sarah
Tutt, along with wife Elizabeth, are named in the will of Thomas Covington 5 Dec. 1756 [Culpeper Will Book
A:113]. Some family researchers list two possible sons for Jael: Francis Covington and William Covington, but no
references nor documentation.
v. ELLINOR KAVANAUGH, [b. ca. 1725 if m. at age 18; a minor in 1743]; m. Sept. 1753 to Edward
STUBBLEFIELD. Charles Kavanaugh witnessed the will of Edward Stubblefield 19 Oct. 1750 Culpeper Co., Va.,
whose widow was called Eleanor; Eleanor reportedly married Thomas BROWN as her second husband and had one
daughter by each:
i. ANN STUBBLEFIELD
i. ELEANOR BROWN

7

8

9+
10

vi. ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, II, (b. 1725-1743; under age 18 in 1743); m. before August 1747 to Thomas
COVINGTON following the death of first wife Jael (Cavanaugh) Covington. Thomas and Elizabeth were the
grantors in a deed for 1165 acres of land August 1747. As Elizabeth Covington, she received part of her legacies
viz: 3 cows & calves, 3 sows & piggs . . . sometime between 1744 and 1750 ( probably before 1747). [Culpeper Will
Book A:86,88]. Some confusion exists over whether this Elizabeth Covington was the widow of John Conner, Sr.,
above.
vii. ANNA KAVANAUGH, (b. 1725-1743; under age 18 in 1743); had she m. Francis STROTHER by 1759? As
administrator of Philemon’s estate and Anna’s guardian, James Pendleton’s accounts paid out included “sundrys for
Francis Strother in right of his wife.”
viii. PHILEMON KAVANAUGH, ( a minor in 1743)
ix. SARAH KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1742; d. 1824 (tombstone); m. 1763 to Charles DUNCAN as his second wife;
daughter:
i. MARY DUNCAN, b. 10 Nov. 1764; d. 8 Mar. 1841 Ky.; m. Robert COVINGTON (b. 3 Jan. 1760; d. 10 Aug. 1847 Ky).

11
12+

x. MARY KAVANAUGH, (minor in 1743); “sundries for Mary of Robert Jackson” were billed to the estate of
Philemon Kavanaugh in 1759; perhaps this daughter.
xi. WILLIAMS KAVANAUGH, b. Feb. 1744 (O.S.), posthumous [bible record published in A. H. Redford’s, Life
and Times of Bishop Kavanaugh, 1884].
[Second Generation]

4.
CHARLES 2 KAVANAUGH (Philemon 1), son of Philemon and probable first wife, name unknown,
was born about 1716 according to his own deposition. He was certainly of age to be named executor of his
father’s will in 1743, and was referred to as “son and heir of Philemon” in several deeds. Charles died in 1796
on Muddy Run, Madison County, Kentucky. By the will of his father Charles Kavanaugh was bequeathed,
among other items, “a pair of pistols (and) my sword,” (gentlemen’s weapons).
Charles was married prior to 1753 to, probably, Ann COVINGTON, daughter of William and Ann (Coleman)
Covington. William Covington’s will, Essex County, Virginia, dated the 22 day of April 1762, and probated in
Essex County, 20 December 1762, mentions his daughter Anne Kavanaugh. Ann Coleman, daughter of Robert
Coleman, is listed as wife to William Covington in the 1733 Essex County, Virginia Marriage Book: D 20, page: 77
[Ancestry.com. Essex County, Virginia Marriages, 1655-1900. Orem, UT: Ancestry.com, 1999.] This contradicts a tradition supported
by George Seldon Wallace in his book, The Wallace Family where Ann Coleman is listed as the wife of Charles
Kavanaugh in a sketch involving daughter Jael. No other documentation has come to light in this matter. Ann, wife
of Charles Kavanaugh, was still alive 13 October 1795 when her husband prepared his will.
In 1749, Charles Kavanaugh had witnessed the will of William Pritchet of Culpeper County. On 18 April 1751, Charles
witnessed a deed from Thomas Brown and wife, Eleanor, to Robert Coleman [Culpeper Co. Deeds A:280].
In 1753 Charles Kavanaugh and Ann, his wife, deeded 100 acres of land to Robert Coleman “being the land which Philemon
Kavanaugh, deceased, by deed of gift gave to Elizabeth Yancey, daughter of Lewis Davis Yancey, but she dying without issue
the fee simple reverted to Charles Kavanaugh, heir at law of Philemon Kavanaugh.
The 1754 will of John Minor of Spotsylvania County referred to “land lately bought of Charles Kavanaugh in Culpeper County
[Crozier, Wm. A., Virginia County Records, Vol 1, Spotsylvania 1721-1800].

19 June 1755: Charles Kavanaugh of Culpeper County to John Conner and Elizabeth his wife for £10, all interest in 400 acres
on branch of Muddy Run in Fork of Rappahannock, which was by deed recorded in Spotsylvania County and conveyed to them
by Philemon Kavanaugh 5 June 1734 [Culpeper Co. Deeds B:346]. Charles witnessed the deed when Robert Coleman and Sarah, his
wife, sold 400 acres in Culpeper and part of Augusta County to John Barrow 25 June 1756. On the same day, to discharge the
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debt owed, John Barrow sold to Charles Kavanaugh (who had been special bail for Barrow in two lawsuits) six negroes: Cullena,
Lucy, Phillis, Philip, Nan, and Patt; also, one servant man William Smith and one gray mare [Ibid:486, 489, 528]. Charles sold to
Thomas Brown, who was security to James Pendleton, administrator of the estate of Philemon, two negroes named Simon and
Hannah [Culpeper Co. Deeds C:17].
1 November 1757: John Williams of St Marks, Gent., to William Roane of Southfarnham Parish, Essex County, Gent., for £40
- 128 acres in St Mary’s Parish “which hath been lately in dispute between us . . .part of 400 acres in William’s possession
adjoining land of William Roane purchased of Charles Kavanaugh.” [Ibid:52]
6 October 1760: Ann Kavanaugh witnessed a deed [Ibid:453] and on 18 June 1761 a deed between Francis Hume and Thomas
Stanton for 609 acres referred to “corner of John Yancy, line of Richard Tutt, corner to William Tutt in James Tutt line to
Charles Kavanaugh’s line” [Ibid:501].
Charles and Ann mortgaged 488 acres and “the plantation whereon Charles now lives on Jones’ Run” to Burkitt Davenport,
merchant of Fairfax, to secure £72.10.04½ current money to be paid 3 September 1762 - it being part of a larger tract devised to
Charles by the will of his father - bounded by lands of John Minor of Spotsylvania, William Roane of Essex and John Williams
of Culpeper; witnessed 17 September 1761 by Benjamin and James Davis [Ibid:595].
19 September 1765: Francis Slaughter and Jamima his wife sold to Robert Slaughter, Jr., for £200, 485 acres on south side of
north fork Mountain Run known by the name of Jones Run “being the land purchased by Francis Slaughter of Charles
Kavanaugh . . . corner to Dabney Minor . . . to a glebe in the south side of Jones Run . . . corner of Kavanaugh patent” [Culpeper
Deeds D:28]. Charles Kavanaugh assigned power of attorney to William Brown in 1768 [Culpeper Deeds F:55] - perhaps in
preparation for a move? [Anne Covington Kavanaugh had a sister named Mary Brown.]
In Sumners, Lewis Preston, Annals of Southwestern Virginia, Botetourt Co., page 143, 24 October 1770: “Charles Kannaugh
and James Buines, securities for Robert Linsay in the case of complaint by Abraham Chrisman.” At a court held for Botetourt
County 15 August 1771 William Kavanaugh was named [Ibid, p. 134]; again, in 1773, William was listed as one of the jurors [Ibid,
p. 174]. An act to divide Botetourt into two distinct counties resulted in the formation of Fincastle County, Virginia, in 1772. This
new county would encompass all of what is now the state of Kentucky and a small portion of what is today still Virginia.
According to Fincastle County, Virginia, County Court Order Book 1, [p. 86], Charles Kavanaugh was sued by John Lewis; the
defendant failing to appear, attachment was awarded the plaintiff, 7 July 1773.
In Order Book 2, [p. 42], the case is again referred to in greater detail. An entry dated 5 May 1774 shows that both parties
appeared with their attorneys before a jury ... “who found the defendant guilty as complained and assessed the damages at 7
pounds, 2 shillings, 6 pence and costs.”
Entries had also been made in Fincastle County Order Book 1, whereby William Kavanaugh was involved in lawsuits as early
as 5 July 1773; Sarah Kavanaugh, formerly Grayson, sued Daniel Johnston in a case of slander, 7 September 1773; Thomas
Kavanaugh was sued, but did not appear, 9 September 1773 [Cook, Michael L. and Bettie A., Fincastle and Kentucky Counties, VA-KY
Records & History, Vol. 1, pp.305, 319, 334, 338, 360, 363, 364, 382, 398 & 407; hereinafter cited as Cook].

Philemon Kavanaugh had 154 acres surveyed out of the Loyal Company Grant on the west side of the New River 28 March
1775 and William Kavanaugh had 90 acres of land surveyed out of same 29 March 1775 [Fincastle County Plot Book A, Record of
Surveys, pp. 217, 219, records held by County Clerk, Montgomery Co., Va., and published in Cook, pp 252, 253].

Charles Kavanaugh registered to pay taxes in Fincastle County, Virginia, 13 October 1777.
A list of Capt. Daniel Smith’s Company of Militia for Fincastle County, included the names of the following who served as
privates: Charles Cavanough, Philimon Cavanough and William Cavanough, Sr.
By an act of the Virginia Legislature Fincastle County was divided into three distinct counties 31 December 1776:
Montgomery, Washington and Kentucky. Also called parishes, these new counties, along with Botetourt, created one district.
The administration of justice for the new counties would take place at Harrodsburg (for Kentucky County, which was now the
area which would become the state of Kentucky), at Black’s fort (for Washington County) and at Fort Chiswell (for Montgomery
County).
Charles Kavanaugh took the oath of allegiance in Montgomery County and his younger sons, William and Charles, served in
Capt. Parris’s Company of Montgomery County Militia. William Kavanaugh was appointed as a lieutenant in Captain
Buchanan’s Company of militia for Montgomery County, 3 April 1781, and Charles was appointed as an ensign of same.
The Lincoln County, Kentucky, list of taxpayers for 1790 included the names William Kavanaugh and John Miller. In later
generations these neighboring families would join.
On November 1, 1780 Kentucky County, Virginia, was divided into three counties: Jefferson on the northwest with Louisville
as the seat of justice, Fayette on the northeast with justices meeting in Lexington and Lincoln across the entire southern portion
with Harrodsburg remaining as the county seat. In 1785 Madison County was formed from Lincoln with Richmond as the county
seat.
August, 1786, Madison County, Charles Kavanaugh [among others] was to “be recommended to his Excellency the Governor
as proper persons to be commissioned as Lieutenants of the Militia of this county.” [Courture, Jack, Madison County, Kentucky, Order
Book A, 1787-1791, publ:1996, p.2; hereinafter referenced as Courture]

25 December 1786, “ordered that Charles Kavanaugh, gentleman, be appointed Captain in the militia, with James Berry, gent.,
Lieutenant, and Thomas Turner, gent., Ensign.” [Courture, p. 6]
27 February 1787, ear marks recorded: Charles Kavanaugh a crop in right ear and hole in left; Charles Kavanaugh, Jr., a crop
and under keel in left ear and under keel in right. [Ibid, p. 7]
Entered on the tax lists of Madison County for 1787 were: Charles Kavanaugh, Charles Kavanaugh, Jr., Mary Kavanaugh and
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William Kavanaugh. By 1789, the name Mary Kavanaugh no longer appeared on the lists.
27 May 1788, Power of Attorney from Charles Kavanaugh to William Kavanaugh was acknowledged and ordered to be
recorded [Ibid, p. 35]
24 June 1788, “ordered that certificate be granted Charles Kavanaugh, Sen’r, that satisfactory prove was made to this court that
he is the eldest son of Philemon Kavanaugh, deceased, formerly of Culpeper County .” [Ibid, p. 38]
In Volume A, pp. 72,73, of the Madison County Book of Wills, etc., the appraisal of the estate of Philimon Kavanaugh, taken 1
October 1787, was entered 2 December 1794.
On the same day, William Kavanaugh and Robert Covington were among the appraisers named for the estate of Thomas
Shelton [Ibid, pp 74,75].
22 July 1788, “Ordered that Charles Kavanaugh, Sr, be exempted from personal service on all public roads.” [Ibid, p. 39]
Tuesday, 2 June 1789, “An instrument of writing from William Kavanaugh to Charles Kavanaugh, Sr., acknowledged and
ordered to be recorded.” [Ibid, p.59]
In August of that same year Charles Kavanaugh served as a juror and on 6 October, as Captain of Militia, he took the oath of
fidelity [Ibid, pp. 66, 74].
Charles Kavanaugh was a Methodist Episcopal minister in Culpeper County, Virginia. He came to the Kentucky Territory of
Virginia in 1776, settling on the Kentucky River near Silver Creek. At the Madison County Circuit Court, 6 September 1790,
“The Rev. Charles Kavanaugh produced credentials of his being in regular communion with the Methodist Society whereupon he
is licensed to celebrate the rights of marriages and he is to enter into bond in the clerk’s office whereupon he took the oath as
required by law.” [Ibid, p. 101] On the 16 November 1790 he presented his credentials to the court in Madison County, Kentucky,
and took the oath of allegiance to the Commonwealth of Kentucky. His son Charles was a minister of the same faith.
Appearing on the tax lists of Madison County, Kentucky, in 1794 were William, Charles, Margaret, William, Charles and
Charles Kavanaugh.
The will of Charles Kavanaugh, Sr., dated 13 October 1795, was probated 4 October 1796 [Madison Co., Ky., Will Book A:125,
file box 1]

WILL of CHARLES KAVANAUGH
In the name of God, Amen. The 13th day of October, in the year of the Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety five I,
Charles Kavanaugh, Senior, of the County of Madison, State of Kentucky, being of perfect mind and memory, thanks be to God
for the same, and calling to mind the mortality of my body and knowing it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and
ordain my last will and testament, that is to say: principly and first of all, I give and recommend my soul to God who gave it. As
for my body, I recommend it to the earth to be buried in a Christian manner at the discretion of my executors, nothing doubting
that at the general resurrection I shall receive the same by the almighty power of God; and touching such worldly goods as I am
possessed with, I give, divide, and dispose of the same, in manner and form following: that is to say just as I desire: my tract of
land on the Kentucky River lying below the mouth of Downing Creek, be divided in quantity and quality, between James Mills
Moore and his two children; Charles Kavanaugh Moore and Elizabeth Moore; that the said James Mills Moore have one half of
the tract as the first choice having regard to quantity and quality as I have mentioned; and his children Charles Kavanaugh
Moore and Elizabeth the other half; provide further, if the said tract be lost or any part of it, be lost by a prior claim or other
means, the last shall not fall on the remaining part of the estate. However should the loss take place as a part of the land, the
loss shall be equally proportioned between Moore and his two children according to the quantity first given and whereas I have
a lawsuit now pending for a certain tract of land and the rents thereof in Culpeper County, State of Virginia, if I should gain it, I
desire my executors William and Charles Kavanaugh and Peter Woods or whoever goes in to transact the business, being part
for their trouble out of what is recovered shall deliver the balance with all the rest of my estate into the hands of my wife, Ann
Kavanaugh, during her life, and the whole of the estate at her death to be equally divided among my five children: Mary,
William, Charles, Jael, and Sarah Moore. I give and bequeath to the heirs of my eldest son, Philemon Kavanaugh, deceased, the
sum of five shillings sterling, and no more, as I have already given the said Philemon such part of the estate as I intended; and I
hereby utterly revoke and disannul all former testaments and legacies made by me in any way; at this time ratifying and
confirming this and no other to be my last will and testament.
In witness, thereof, I have hereto set my hand and seal in the year and day unto above written.

Charles Kavanaugh Sr (L.S.)
Signed, sealed published, pronounced and declared by the said Charles Kavanaugh as his last will and testament in the presence
of:
Will Irvine, Is. Hockaday, William Fox
An inventory of his estate was filed 7 March 1797 [Anna Joy (Munday) Hubble, Abstracts of Madison County, Kentucky, Wills,
Appraisements and Inventories 1787-1825, Whitefish, MT:1983].
[Will transcribed from the original by Mrs. Sophia Elizabeth (Bear) Sherlock, with the added notation: “He did not seem so mythical as we read
his will in May, 1928, in Madison County Court House, Richmond, Kentucky, though, made one hundred thirty-three years ago. He seemed a
dreamy presence communicating information, through the medium of those written pages to the great, great granddaughter of his son Philemon.”]
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ISSUE
Charles and Ann (Covington) Kavanaugh [not necessarily in order of birth]:
13+
i. PHILEMON KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1754
14+
ii. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH
15
iii. MARY KAVANAUGH; a marriage bond dated 12 Sep. 1787, Madison Co., Ky, with Charles Kavanaugh as
bondsman, was recorded for the marriage of Mary Kavanaugh to Joseph ELLISON, a Baptist minister of Madison
Co., Ky; Mary died 17 May 1830; both are buried in the Richmond Cemetery, Madison Co., Ky. [tombstones];
issue:
i. NANCY ELLISON, b. 5 Sep. 1788
ii. JAEL ELLISON, b. 14 Sep. 1795; d. 1886; m. 23 Apr. 1812 Robert HARRIS

16

iv. CHARLES KAVANAUGH, b. Culpeper Co., Va.,; m. Frances POWELL, daughter of Edmund Powell, Lincoln
Co., Ky. (then known as Kentucky County, Va.), 7 June 1784; his name was mentioned in the records of Madison
Co. in Feb. 1787and again on 6 Oct. 1789; he produced his commission and qualified as Captain of Militia; moved
to Tennessee prior to 1804; he and Frances were living in Rutherford Co., Tn., 1815. In July 1807, Charles
Kavanaugh of Rutherford county, Tennessee, sold to his grandsons “Stephen Kavanaugh Hancock and Charles
Merchant Hancock, sons of my daughter Zalle Hancock wife of Robert Hancocke one negro girl . . .” Of the issue
[Key, F. C., Sue W. Maggart, & Jane C. Turner, Compilers. Smith Co. TN Wills 1803-1896. published 1985. p11] of
Charles and Frances (Powell) Kavanaugh:
i. JAMES P. KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1785-89; d. between 29 September 1814, the date of his will and its August 1815 probate;
Smith Co., Tn.; m. Elizabeth Thweat, daughter of William, who deeded to his daughter and son-in-law a negro girl and boy
29 September 1814 [Smith Co. Deeds E:179, 199]. Charles Kavanaugh of Rutherford County conveyed title to a tract of 350
acres of land on Hickman Creek to James P. Kavanaugh of Smith County 2 September 1814 [Deeds E:190]. The will of
James P. Kavender , dated 29 September 1814, gave to his wife, Elizabeth, his house and land; it also named his “eldest
daughter, Elizabeth” not yet 18 years of age, Morgan [sic] Commins Kavender and the child or children my wife now
pregnant with. Proven by the oaths of William Kavander and Moses Alexander August 1815. Among the witnesses were
Chas. Kavanaugh and William Thweatt. [The name “Morgan Commins” may have been mistranscribed, either in the Smith
Co., TN Wills, 803-1896, p. 11, or in the original minute book.] In 1817, Charles Kavanaugh and Elizabeth Kavanaugh,
executors of the estate of James P. Kavanaugh, dec’d, deeded a 150 acre tract of land on South Branch, Hickman Creek, in
Smith County, known as Fountain Spring, to William Thweatt [Deeds F:423]; issue:
i. ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, no further record
ii. MARYANN COMMINS KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1812/1813; m. David WALKER
iii. JAMES P. KAVANAUGH, Jr., b. ca. 1815; wife, Mary. 6 August 1836, James P. Kavanaugh of Haywood Co., Tn.,
deeded a tract of land on head- waters of Hickman Creek to James Powell of Smith Co; no further record.
ii. JAEL/ZALLE “Jaly” KAVANAUGH, b. ca 1786 in Kentucky, according to the 1850 U. S. Census taken in Howard County,
Missouri. She died about 1868. She married Robert C. HANCOCK, (b. Va, ca 1777), son of Stephen HANCOCK, Sr.,
pioneer of Boonesboro, Ky. [see letter from Robert C. Hancock, dated 25 Feb. 1853 to Lymon Draper, Draper Collection,
Iowa] Although, based on the1830 census, they may have had ten or more children, identified issue of Robert C. and Jael
(Kavanaugh) include:
i. STEPHEN KAVANAUGH HANCOCK, b. ca 1804, Rutherford Co., Tn.
ii. CHARLES MERCHANT HANCOCK, b. ca 1806, Rutherford Co., Tn.
iv. CATHERINE HANCOCK, b. ca 1810, Rutherford Co., Tn.
v. FRANCES HANCOCK, b. ca 1813, Howard Co., Mo. d. 1891, La Monte, Pettis Co., Mo.
vi. MARY ANN HANCOCK, b. 13 July 1813, Howard Co., Mo. D. 26 Feb. 1904. She married James Madison WALDEN
26 Sep 1833, Howard Co., Mo [Howard Co. Mo. Marriage Records Book 1, p 267]. They are the ancestors of John
Overfelt of Centralia, Missouri, a family historian.
vii. ROBERT C. HANCOCK, b. ca 1824, Howard Co., Mo. There is a Robert C. Hancock, married to America ( ___ ), who
fits this Robert’s description in the Cedar County 1860, 1870 and 1880 census. The ages of the children would indicate
a marriage after the death of his parents.
viii. WILLIAM W. HANCOCK, b. 9 Sep 1829, Howard Co., Mo. There is a William W. Hancock, married to Mary [Mary
Elizabeth Brashear, 9 Jun 1859, according to Howard Co. Mo. Marriage Records Book 3, p 334], who fits this
William’s description, and is in the 1860 and 1870 census. If so, he kept the family farm, married and raised a family.

17

18+

v. SARAH ANN KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1760-1770 Culpeper Co., Va.; d. before 14 Dec. 1850; a marriage bond dated
6 Sep. 1790 Madison Co. for the marriage of Sarah Kavanaugh to James Mills MOORES (b. ca. 1765-1779; d.
1832); they, with two of their children, Charles Kavanaugh Moores and Elizabeth Moores, were legatees in the will
of Charles Kavanaugh, Sr. Another son, William Jonathan Moores (b. 18 Apr. 1812; d. 23 Apr. 1875), is the
ancestor of Martha (Spurlin) Grise, Member, Society of Boonesborough.
vi. JAEL KAVANAUGH, b. 1765.
[Second Generation]

9.
PHILEMON 2 KAVANAUGH (Philemon1), son of Philemon, was still a minor when his father’s
will was written in 1743. His estimated year of birth by other researchers has been given as 1732 but could
have been as early as 1726. His mother’s name has not been determined, but she was probably Sarah
Williams, Philemon’s second wife. He died between February and March in 1764, the year his will was
written and probated in Culpeper County, Virginia.
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Philemon was married to Ann CAVE (d. after 1808), daughter of Benjamin and Hannah (Bledsoe) Cave.
Benjamin Cave was a Member of the House of Burgess and died in Orange County, Virginia, in 1756.
Ann Kavanaugh, “spinster”, gave to her “beloved daughter Sarah” a negro girl named Venus 28 February 1756
[Culpeper Deeds B:468; Note the coincidence with the death of Ann’s father; also see note regarding “spinster” after #19, Sarah].

An account of “Sarah Kavanaugh an infant”, by her guardian, Philemon Kavanaugh, shows that he held for her, a negro girl
slave named Venus, about ten years old - for which he claimed “no profits”- was exhibited in court and recorded 17 August 1758
[Culpeper Will Book A:177].

A second entry on 16 August 1759 pertaining to the accounts of Philemon Kavanaugh as guardian of Sarah Kavanaugh, infant,
noted “one negro girl about eleven years old”...no profit...[A:199]. When a third entry was made 20 August 1761, Philemon, as
guardian of Sarah, noted that the negro girl was now about age thirteen - no profits [A:258]. Sarah Kavanaugh was still under the
supervision of her guardian Philemon Kavanaugh, 21 August 1762, when the following entry was made: Sarah Kavanaugh S.S.
Per Contra; To one year’s board & clothing; By hire of a negro girl 14 years old; signed Philemon Kavanaugh [A:288].
2 September 1763: Philemon Kavenaugh sold to John Green for £45 one negro woman named Vilet and one handkerchief.
Witnessed 15 March 1764 by Lewis Yancy and Martin Pickett [Culpeper Deeds D:354].
Ann (Cave) Kavanaugh, widow, was married 11 June 1775 in Orange County, Virginia, to William STROTHER “a large
landholder of Orange and Culpeper Counties, who was known as ‘William Strother of Orange’ to distinguish him from his uncle
William Strother of Stafford.” William Cave was the bondsman for the license and Francis Taylor was the witness 9 June 1775
[Kethley, T. Wm., Jr. and Vogt, John, Marriage Records of Orange County 1740-1780, p. 198; Fisher, Therese A., Marriage Records of City of
Fredericksburg, Orange, Spotsylvania & Stafford Co’s, VA, 1722-1850, p. 154].

William Strother (b. 30 Apr. 1726 Va.; d. 5 Nov. 1808 near Mortonsville, Woodford Co., Ky.), son of Francis and Susannah
(Dabney) Strother, was married first to Mrs. Sarah (Bayley) Pannill, widow of William Pannill (d. 1750); she died in 1774,
leaving three children. The youngest of these, Sarah Strother, married Col. Richard Taylor. They were the parents of Zachary
Taylor, President of the United States [Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol. III, p.385, Gen. Publ. Co., Balt. 1981].
ISSUE
Philemon and Ann (Cave) Kavanaugh:
19
i. SARAH KAVANAUGH , b. after 1744/1745, before 1756;- established only by the 1756 entry Ann Kavanaugh,
spinster, to beloved daughter, Sarah, and by the entries for Philemon Kavanaugh as Sarah’s guardian, 1758-1762;
perhaps named for his mother, Sarah. [The original court records should be checked, as “spinster” is commonly a
designation given to unmarried women past the usual age of marriage and surely would not pertain to Ann, wife of
Philemon]
20
ii. PHILEMON KAVANAUGH, III, died in Orange Co., Va., without issue. His will, dated 15 Dec. 1784, stipulated
that his step-father, William Strother should be amply paid for his trouble and expenses he is at with me in the time
of my last sickness. He bequeaths his land in Culpeper and “all other lands I have a right from the death of my
father . . .the balance to my sister Elizabeth Taylor” [Will Book 3:94]. As executor of the will of Philemon, William
Strother of Woodford Co., KY, sold 100 acres to Richard Pettinger on 27 March 1786, “it being the tract of land
given by Philemon Kavanaugh, grandfather to the late Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d, & Elizabeth Yancey, daughter
of Lewis Davis Yancey and which reverted back to the donor by the death in infancy of the donee and then
descending as residuary legacy to Philemon Kavanaugh, father to the late Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d, as by a
decree upon a Writ of Ejectment brought by the said Philemon Kavanaugh against Thomas Grayson in the County
Court of Culpeper will appear and thence descending to the late Philemon Kavanaugh, dec’d, and is bounded
‘Beginning at a white oak and hickory corner to Lewis Davis Yancey on a Branch of Muddy Run . . .;’ also, 21½
acres were sold by Wm Strother to Peter VanDyke 30 May 1791 [Deeds N:200; R:504].
21
iii. HANNAH KAVANAUGH (possible daughter; named for her maternal grandmother; could she be the Anna b. 29
March 1748 who m. Adam Woods?)
22
iv. BENJAMIN KAVANAUGH; named in his father’s will in 1764; reportedly died without issue; he was to have
taken possession of the home place of his father Philemon following the death of Ann Kavanaugh-Strother, his
mother.
23
v. ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, b. 18 June 1761; d. 24 Dec. 1832 Franklin Co., Ky.; m. 25 Sept. 1782 Orange Co.,
Va., to John TAYLOR (b. 27 Oct. 1752 Fauquier Co., Va.; d. 12 Apr. 1835 Franklin Co., Ky.), a Baptist minister
and son of Lazarus and Hannah (Bradford) Taylor.; d. 24 Dec. 1832; buried Bedford Macklin Farm, Georgetown
Pike, Franklin Co., Ky.
John Taylor m/ 2, Mary Nash; no issue. [Taylor, John, History of Ten Churches; also, Genealogies of Kentucky Families,
Gen. Pub. Co., 1981]. Issue of John and Elizabeth (Kavanaugh) Taylor:
i. BENJAMIN TAYLOR, b. 22 Feb. 1784 Craig Station, Lincoln Co., Ky.; d. before 1850; m. c. 1815 Theodosia PAYNE; m/2,
20 Dec. 1837 Elizabeth (O’BANNON) Cotton, widow of Geo. T. Cotton.
ii. JOSEPH TAYLOR, b. 17 Aug. 1786 Clear Cr., Woodford Co., Ky; d. 23 Sept. 1845 Lexington, Ky.; buried family cemetery
Georgetown Pike; m. Mary M. FOGG; moved to Clinton Co., IL in 1834; Baptist preacher.
iii. NANCY TAYLOR, b. 14 Dec. 1788; d. 24 Sept. 1847; m. John D. GRAY.
iv. POLLY TAYLOR, b. 17 June 1792; d. 7 Jan. 1879; m. William FRENCH.
v. JANE TAYLOR, b. 21 June 1795 Bullittsburg, Boone Co., Ky.; m/1, William PLUMMER; m/2, James ELLIOTT.
vi. JOHN WICKLIFFE TAYLOR, b. 21 Apr. 1798 Bullitsburg; d. IL; m. 1 June 1820 Jemima GRAY, Trimble Co., Ky..
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vii. CAVE TAYLOR, b. 3 Sept. 1800 Bullitsburg; d. 11 Aug. 1810 (drowned).
viii. ELIZA TAYLOR, b. 11 June 1803 Mount Byrd, Trimble Co.; d. 7 Aug. 1803
ix. SALLY TAYLOR, b. 22 Nov. 1807 Mount Byrd; d. 21 Apr. 1895 Elm Brook, Springfield, Il.; m. 9 Apr. 1822 Frankfort,
Franklin Co., Ky., Joseph SMITH.
[Second Generation]

12.
WILLIAMS 2 KAVANAUGH (Philemon 1), a posthumous child, was born February 1744, the son
of Philemon, Sr. and Sarah (Williams) Kavanaugh. He died after 1818, but was not enumerated in the federal
census of Kentucky taken in 1820. Exact date of death and burial unknown.
Williams Kavanaugh married Mary HARRISON (b. 1 Feb. 1744 Del.; d. before 12 Sep. 1806, Smith Co., Tn.),
the daughter of Daniel and Margaret (Cravens) Harrison [Margaret Frazier, data on Kavanaughs of Tennessee]. He is
undoubtedly one of those entered on the Kentucky tax lists as William (without the ‘s’) prior to 1794, where for the next three
years, the entries were correctly entered as Williams. [See CRAVENS, end of chapter, p. 163]
ISSUE
Williams and Mary (Harrison) Kavanaugh:
24
i. CHARLES KAVANAUGH; m. 12 April 1791 Lincoln Co., Ky., to Mary Gentry, daughter of Nicholas Gentry III
and Sarah Dickens, and has descendants in Texas.
25+
ii. WILLIAMS KAVANAUGH, b. 3 Aug. 1775.
[Third Generation]

13.
PHILEMON3 KAVANAUGH (Charles 2, Philemon 1), son of Rev. Charles and Ann (Covington)
Kavanaugh) was born about 1754 Culpeper County, Virginia. He was killed by Indians and scalped for his
red hair while residing in what was then Montgomery County, Virginia, circa 1777/9. Letters of
administration for the estate of Philemon Kavanaugh, deceased, and guardianship papers for his orphaned
children, were not granted until 25 September 1787 in Madison County, Kentucky [Circuit Court A:63].
Philemon had purchased land in Fincastle County, Virginia, in 1772. He was married there, about 1773, to
Elizabeth WOODS who was born about 1756, daughter of William and Susannah (Wallace) Woods. She was a
sister of Archibald Woods (1749-1836), captain of Virginia militia under Col. Russell. Many Kavanaugh
descendants are his namesakes. See #18, Jael (Kavanaugh) Woods. [A definitive book on the Woods family entitled WoodsWallace Cousin Clues, published in 1973, was compiled by Mrs. Ruth Petracek].

On 11 January 1776 Philemon Kavanaugh was sworn in as “Ensign” of the Montgomery County Militia, where he served as a
scout. He registered to pay taxes in Montgomery County, Virginia, 13 October 1777.
The following was taken from Service Records of Participants In Dunmore’s War, a collection assembled by Lyman Draper at
the Wisconsin State Historical Society and quoted in Bockstruck, Lloyd, Virginia’s Colonial Soldiers, p. 150:
“Report to Col. William Preston by Michael Woods, 29 May 1774" :
Joseph Inglish; Joshua Inglish; William Cliften; Andrew Woods; James Williams; Adam Clendinnen; Henry Walker; Adam
Woods; Archibald Woods; Henry Atkins; Charles Atkins; Michael Woods; Samuel Camble; William Cavanaugh, Jr.; Squire
Gatleph; John Umphres; Richard Herd; John Nickles; George Scott; George Sobe; Francis Roan; Peter Dingoes; Robert Wiley,
Sr.; Robert Wiley, Jr.; Thomas Wiley; Thomas Hackett; Samuel Astle; Ishmall Babit; William Lesey; Henry Ohorron; Jeremiah
Cary; Charles Cavanaugh; Philemon Cavanaugh; James Odear; William Cavanaugh, Sr.; Samuel Pack; George Pack; Charles
Hays; Thomas Farlor; Francis Farlor; John Farlor; Mitchel Clay.
Philemon Kavanaugh's tragic death is tradition in his family. We will relate it as it was told to her children by that saintly
woman, his granddaughter, Mrs. Jane (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker, of Garrard County, Kentucky, daughter of Philemon’s only
son, William Woods Kavanaugh, our "Aunt Jane." It was later re-told to the writer Sophia Sherlock, by her son, Archibald
Kavanaugh Walker of Lancaster, Kentucky.
"Late in the evening of that far-off day he went out into the woods in search of a cow and her calf, and was killed by the
Indians who exulted in the capture and death of the ‘red-headed warrior,’ the name he had been given by them and whom they
had sought to kill.”
Now a widow, Elizabeth (Woods) Kavanaugh was married secondly to the Reverend Thomas SHELTON, Baptist minister,
19 April 1780, by John Alderson, Jr., pastor of the Baptist congregations in the Greenbrier River area of Virginia [Marriage
Records From Register of Rev. John Alderson, Jr.., Ancestral Notes, Vol. 12, Chedwato Service, 1965]

As stated earlier, on the twenty-fifth day of September 1787, in Madison County Circuit Court:
“on motion of Archibald Woods [brother of Elizabeth Woods Kavanaugh] and Reverend Thomas Shelton [now Elizabeth’s
husband, who was also the brother of Mourning Shelton, wife of Archibald Woods] letters of administration were granted to
them on the estate of Ph. Kavanaugh, deceased; also they are appointed guardians of William and Ann, the orphans of said
Kavanaugh and they entered into bond conditioned as the law directs.” Securities for the bond: Samuel Estill and James Black
[Couture, p. 24].
An inventory and appraisement of the estate was made, 1 October 1787, by James French, John Miller and Haile Talbot;
recorded 2 December 1794, it totaled £181 and 12 s. Among the effects were:
a negress named Poll (valued at) £80; a small negroe girl named Fanny £30; a small negroe girl named Jenny £20; a small male
made use of by Shelton £7, 10 s.; 8 head of cattle and 3 calves. Among other items were two old bibles and a testament. [Couture,
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p. 73; Madison County Order Book A:248].

23 October 1787:
“Ordered that Archibald Woods, administrator of Philemon Kavanaugh, deceased, pay unto Thomas Shelton £37, 12 shillings
and 6 pence for his disbursements for the use of and taking care of two orphan children of the said decedent and £12, 7 shillings
and 6 pence for raising and taking care of the stock and other things belonging to the said decedent’s estate for the space of six
years and 6 months.” [Ibid, p. 26]
In their grandfather's will in 1795 William and Ann were given “five shillings each and no more,” as he had already given to
his son Philemon the part he intended as his son’s share. When an appraisement of the estate of the Reverend Thomas Shelton
was made 13 May 1794, the estate totaled approximately £851; the Reverend Shelton was, however, indebted for £58 to
Philemon Kavanaugh’s two orphaned children, William Woods Kavanaugh and Ann Kavanaugh Estill.
ISSUE
Philemon and Elizabeth (Woods) Kavanaugh:
26
i. ANN KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1773; m. either the 2 Dec. or 12 June 1794 in Madison Co., Ky., to Benjamin ESTILL,
son of James, and had issue:
i. JAMES ESTILL
ii. SUSAN ESTILL; m. William TIMBERLAKE.
iii. MARTHA ESTILL; d. unm.
iv. PHILEMON KAVANAUGH ESTILL
v. BENJAMIN ESTILL; no issue.
vi. RACHEL ESTILL; m. Richard TIMBERLAKE
vii. JONATHAN ESTILL; m. Judith Rogers
viii. SARAH ESTILL; m. John McPHERSON
ix. PETER ESTILL; m/1, Sarah Cochrane; m/2, Mary A. Timberlake
x. WALLACE ESTILL
[Histories of the Estill family have been recorded by several persons through the years, including The Estill Family by John M. Caudle of
Huntsville, AL, who died in 2000]

27+

ii. WILLIAM WOODS KAVANAUGH, b. Nov. 1776
ISSUE
Rev. Thomas and Elizabeth (Woods, Kavanaugh) Shelton:
i. SUSANNAH SHELTON, b. ca. 1782; m. 29 July 1806 Thomas READ/REID.
ii. ELIZABETH “Betsey” SHELTON, b. ca. 1784; m. 3 March 1803 Richard MOBERLEY
iii. LUCY SHELTON, b. ca. 1786; m. Jonathan ESTILL
[Third Generation]

14.
WILLIAM3 KAVANAUGH (Charles 2, Philemon 1), son of Charles and Ann (Covington)
Kavanaugh, was born in Virginia and died in Madison County, Kentucky, in 1829.
William married first, Hannah WOODS (b. ca. 1755), daughter of William and Susannah (Wallace) Woods and
sister of Elizabeth (Woods) Kavanaugh, wife of his brother, Philemon. He was married secondly, 25 September
1815, to Ruth (ESTILL) Booton (b. 3 Sep. 1768 Augusta Co., Va.; d. 1853), daughter of Capt. Wallace and Lady
Mary Ann (Campbell) Estill, and widow of Travis Booton (d. 1806), whom she had married in Greenbrier County,
Virginia, 17 October 1786 [Wayland, John W., Virginia Valley Records].
As indicated in the sketch of Charles Kavanaugh, Sr., William Kavanaugh was given Power of Attorney from Charles
Kavanaugh, 27 May 1788. An instrument of writing from William Kavanaugh to Charles Kavanaugh, Sr., was acknowledged
and ordered to be recorded in Madison County, Kentucky, Circuit Court, 5 June 1789 - perhaps the same document. Was it this
William Kavanaugh who was recommended to his Excellency, the Governor, 5 October 1790, to be commissioned a Lieutenant
in the militia and who took the required oath of allegiance 2 November 1790, and was again recommended, 7 June 1791, this
time for the rank of Captain? Was he also the William Kavanaugh who appeared on the tax lists of Lincoln County, Kentucky,
31 March 1790?
William Kavanaugh was one of the appraisers of the estate of Thomas Shelton 13 May 1794, and was named in his father,
Charles’, will in 1795. The appraisal of the estate of David White of Madison County, 5 May 1795, included a bond on Suesy
Kavanaugh (Wm’s eldest daughter?) and William Kavanaugh.
William Kavanaugh served in the War of 1812, being listed on the roll of Captain Joseph Straughan’s Company of Kentucky
Militia, 8 February 1815. Also serving with him were Ensign William Kavanaugh, Sgt. Nicholas Kavanaugh, Pvt. Charles
Kavanaugh and Pvt. Archibald Kavanaugh [G. Glenn Clift, Kentucky Soldiers, War 1812]
The will of William Kavanaugh, dated 15 March 1823, was probated 2 November 1829 [Madison Co., Ky., Will Book E; Charles
Kavanaugh & William Goodloe, extrs].

ISSUE
William and Hannah (Woods) Kavanaugh [not necessarily in birth order]:
28
i. SUSANNAH KAVANAUGH; m. 24 Sep. 1795 Isaac DUNCAN [Madison Co. Bk A:66]
29
ii. ANNA KAVANAUGH; m. 21 March 1796 Andrew BRISCOE [Madison Co. Bk B:13]
30
iii. SARAH “Sally” KAVANAUGH; m. 17 Feb. 1808 Madison Co., Ky., Charles ENGLISH
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31

32
33+
34
35

36+

iv. PHILEMON KAVANAUGH; a marriage bond, dated 1 July 1807, for the marriage of Philemon/Philip Kavanaugh
to Patsy Gilbert, with the consent of her father, Samuel Gilbert, is recorded in Madison Co., Ky. [Madison Co.
Marriage Records and Miller, W. H., History and Genealogies of the Families of Miller, Woods, Harris, Wallace, Maupin,
Oldham, Kavanaugh and Brown, Richmond, Ky, 1907; ].
v. MARY “Polly” KAVANAUGH; m. 7 Oct. 1813 Hezekiah OLDHAM [Madison Co. Bk A:113]

vi. CHARLES “Charlie” KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1787/8
vii. ARCHIBALD; m/1, Baxter; m/2, Winchester; appeared in the 1840 census in Garrard Co., Ky.[p. 26]; moved to
Lexington, Lafayette County, Mo.
viii. NICHOLAS KAVANAUGH, [not named in will of father]; d. before 1829 Lone Jack, Jackson Co., Mo.; a soldier
in the War of 1812, he m. 12 Jan. 1817 Madison Co., Ky., Jane Wallace, daughter of Nicholas and Jane (Bratton)
Wallace; two unnamed children of Nicholas were mentioned in their grandfather William Kavanaugh’s will . It has
been suggested that the names may have been Nancy Kavanaugh and Malcom Kavanaugh. “On one occasion
Nicholas was captured by the Indians, and held captive some time, and made to run the gauntlet, which he did and
knocked some of the savages down, securing his liberty.”[Mrs. Anna P. Kavanaugh, The House of Kavanaugh, p. 64]. A
separate version of this story related by Joan (Kavanaugh) Lesueur mentioned that our hero “crowed like a rooster”
as he ran the gauntlet.
ix. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH
[Third Generation]

18.
JAEL3 KAVANAUGH (Charles,2 Philemon 1), daughter of Charles and Ann (Covington)
Kavanaugh, was born in Culpeper County, Virginia, in 1765 and died 23 September 1848, age 83 years, 5
months and 25 days.
Jael was married by Pastor John Alderson, Jr., 25 April 1782, in Greenbriar County, Virginia, to Peter WOODS
(b. 20 March 1762 Greenbriar Co., Va.; d. 19 Sept. 1825 Cooper Co., Mo.), son of William and Susannah (Wallace)
Woods, of Albemarle County, Virginia. John Alderson, Jr., later pastor of the Linville Creek Baptist Church,
Rockingham Co., Va., was the founder of the Greenbrier Baptist Church at Alderson, Greenbrier (now Monroe Co.,
W.Va.) [William & Mary Quarterly, 2nd Ser., Vol. VIII, p. 197].
Peter Woods was born and reared a strict Presbyterian, but became a Baptist and entered the ministry. Uncle Peter performed
the marriage ceremony for William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh in 1798. On August 23, 1786 one Peter Woods
was recommended by the Madison County, Kentucky, Court to the governor as a proper person to be commissioned as a
lieutenant of militia in Madison County. About the year 1808 Peter went to Tennessee. He remained there until about 1819,
when he removed to Cooper County, Missouri, where he died in 1825, leaving many descendants [Maple, J.C. & Rider, R. P.,
Missouri Baptist Biography, Vol. 2, p. 311; Woods, Neander, Woods-McAfee Memorial, p. 58].

Peter’s will was written late July 1825 and recorded 17 November 1825 Cooper County, Missouri [A:27].
The following obituary of Mrs. Jael Woods was reprinted in the Tipton, Missouri newspaper, The Times, 29 June 1925, at the
request of great granddaughter, Mrs. W. H. Yontz:
DIED---at Francis Smith’s, in Cooper County near Palestine, on Thursday morning, September 23rd, 1848, at 7 o’clock, of a
chronic disease, something like consumption, Mrs. Jael Woods, the consort of the late Rev. Peter Woods, who died in 1825. She
was born A.D. 1765, aged 83 years, 5 months, and 25 days. She was the mother of sixteen children and according to her own
calculation as made out in November 1845, she was the grandmother of 104 children, and the great grandmother of 91 children.
She has been a professor of the religion of Jesus Christ from early life, and a large circle of acquaintances in Kentucky,
Tennessee and Missouri will bear testimony to her zeal in the cause of religion. She had lived to a good old age, had completed
on earth all that was for her to do, and when the summons ,came, she had nothing remaining to do but ask her children to rejoice
at her departure and then die. It was once said, upon the announcement of the death of a wise and respected man, that on the
occasion it is honorable to weep; then on this occasion it is equally honorable to rejoice, since death is to her the opening door
to eternal felicity, in the Paradise of God. In her younger days she employed a portion of her time in composing spiritual songs
on various subjects, that have been greatly used in congregations and with great effects, they are not in the hands of some of her
children. We can not close this notice without making a tender of due thanks to the neighbors and friends of the deceased for
their kind attentions and assistance during her last illness, and to Mrs. Corum in particular, who after she had done the last
office of kindness for the deceased in a spontaneous burst of affection exclaimed that “I have been taught from my infancy to
reverence the name of old Aunt Jael Woods.” [Copied by Naomi Woods, Tipton, Missouri, July 17, 1969; supplied by Janie Yancey
Loughrey, 704 Nashua Rd., Liberty, MO 64068, July 1999; see the Hughes article in Kentucky Pioneer Genealogy and Records, Vol. 7, 1986, p.
58.]

ISSUE
Peter and Jael (Kavanaugh) Woods [of their traditional 16 children, the following is an arbitrary arrangement of birth order]:
37
i. ANDREW WOODS; perhaps the eldest, born the year following their marriage in 1783; m. Huldah _____; reared
by his Uncle Andrew Woods and wife Hannah in Franklin Co., Tn.; Hannah reportedly gave oxen & yoke to 9
children of Andrew and Huldah.
ii. (1785)
38
iii. SARAH “Sary” ANN WOODS; mentioned in will of father in 1825

-139-

The Clay, Bruce & Kavanaugh Families
39
40

41
42

43

44
45

iv. SUSANNAH WOODS, (b. by 1789 if m. at age 18); m. 2 Oct. 1807 John Woods BRISCOE, son of William and
Elizabeth (Wallace) Briscoe; John’s will prob. 14 Feb. 1850 Cass Co., Mo.; her administration dated 1 June 1869.
v. CHARLES WOODS, b. 12 Sept. 1791 Ky.; d. 11 Jan. 1873; buried Woods Cemetery, n. of Tipton, Cooper Co.,
Mo.; m. Sarah JENNINGS, daughter of William and Polly Jennings [Cooper Co. Deeds E:79]. A descendant is: B. A.
Easton, 1714 Kingsley Dr., Pittsburgh, Ca. 94565
vi. ABAGAIL WOODS, b. 4 Apr. 1793[?] Ky; m. 23 Sept. 1813 James MOORE
vii. PETER WOODS, Jr., b. 16 April 1793[?] Madison Co., Ky.; d. 17 Nov. 1819 Franklin Co., Tn.; buried Goshen
Cemetery; m. 26 Mar. 1817 Sarah Winslow Davidson; Sarah m/2, 12 July 1832 Thomas Holland. A descendant,
Roy Gibson, lived at 4517 Coffee Rd., Ft. Worth, Tx., 76117.
viii. FRANCES WOODS, b. 12 May 1795 Ky.; m. 12 July 1810 Thomas COLLINS, Jr.; may have died 1882 Cooper
Co., Mo.
ix. (1797)
x. (1799)
xi. ARCHIBALD WOODS, (b. by 1801 if m. at age 21); m. 12 Sept. 1822 Elizabeth Kelly
xii. GREEN WOODS, b. 12 Apr. 1803 Madison Co., Ky.; m. 30 Nov. 1821 Mary Estes [Ellsberry, Elizabeth Prather, comp.
Marriage Records (1819-1850) and Will Records (1820-1870) of Cooper County, Missouri. Chillicothe, MO, ca 1965.]

46
47+
48

xiii. MARY “Polly” WOODS, b. 1806 Ky.; m. 10 May 1821 Joshua DALLAS; she died enroute from New Orleans to
St. Claire, Mo., between 1850 and 1860. One source gives 1851. They had many children.
xiv. ELIZABETH WOODS, b. 24 Aug. 1807
xv. WILLIAM K. WOODS, b. 24 Aug. 1807; d. 8 Mar. 1887; m. 10 Oct. 1829 Sarah McGuire/Maguyer.
xvi. (1809)
[Third Generation]

25.
WILLIAMS3 KAVANAUGH (Williams,2 Philemon1 ), son of Williams and Mary (Harrison)
Kavanaugh, was born 3 August 1775 in Virginia (later east Tennessee) and died 16 October 1806 Henderson,
Ky. [The Centenary of Louisville, Appendix L; and Ref. Letter to Mrs. John W. Barnes from Archives and Historical
Collections – Episcopal Church, Austin, Texas, dated 7 June 1977. Copy held by author] Williams was married 29
March 1798 to Hannah H. HINDE (b. Hanover County, Virginia 6 March 1777; d. 11 Jan. 1852) in Madison
County, Kentucky. Hannah was the daughter of Dr. Thomas and Mary T. (Hubbard) Hinde. [Redford:47] She came
to Madison County in 1797, settling near Winchester.
The Rev. Williams Kavanaugh traveled several years as a Methodist minister, and was known in Kentucky as a Methodist minister as late as
1797. He then left the ministry for a time, but was ordained to the Diaconate of the Episcopal Church in 1800 by Bishop Claggett of the Diocese
of Maryland. By 1803 he had removed to Kentucky and was one of the first Episcopal ministers to preach in Louisville. [Durrett, Reuben T. An
Historical sketch of St. Paul’s Church, Louisville, Ky. Filson Club, Louisville, Ky. 1889, pp. 71-73]
Williams gave the first written account of the colonial Kavanaugh family in the Kavanaugh family bible. Unsigned, undated, but said to have
been in his handwriting, it gives what he knew from personal knowledge and the family traditions circa 1800. [Quoted in Redford, see Kavanaugh
Introduction, p. 124, current location unknown]
Hannah H. (Hinde) Kavanaugh married secondly, 16 February 1812, William Taylor ( d. 8 Feb. 1814) and had two children: William S. Taylor
(b. 16 Jan. 1813; d. 29 Sep. 1830) and Edmund T. Taylor (b. 27 July 1814) who m. 15 Oct. 1835 Mary Ann Gibson.
Hannah married thirdly, 8 April 1819, Valentine Martin (b. 6 Dec. 1773; d. 7 Oct. 1858) and had issue: Martha Jane Martin (b. 16 Dec. 1819; d.
4 Aug. 1888) m. 12 Nov. 1840 John Stephens; Elizabeth Ann Southgate Martin (b. 11 Sep. 1823; d. 21 July 1845) m. 1 June 1843 Levi J. Gibson.
ISSUE

Williams and Hannah H. (Hinde) Kavanaugh:
49
i. THOMAS WILLIAMS KAVANAUGH, b. 5 Jan. 1799 Clark Co., Ky.; d. 29 May 1823
50
ii. LEROY HARRISON KAVANAUGH, b. 29 May 1800; d. Nov. 1864 Mt. Carmel, IL; m. 16 Sep. 1819 Rachel
Martin.
51
iii. (Rev. Bishop) HUBBARD HINDE KAVANAUGH, b. 14 Jan. 1802; d. 19 March 1884; m./1, 24 July 1828
Margaret Crittenden (Railey) Green, daughter of Charles Railey; m/2, Martha (Richardson) Lewis 7 March 1865
[Redford:108, 421]; no surviving issue.
52
iv. MARY JANE KAVANAUGH, b. 16 Nov. 1803; d. 18 Apr. 1863; m. 18 Apr. 1822 John CHALLEN of Lexington,
Ky.; moved to Waverly, IL.
53
v. (Rev.) BENJAMIN TAYLOR KAVANAUGH, b. 23 Apr. 1805; d. 3 July 1888; m. 23 Apr. 1827 Margaret
Lingenfelter (b. 2 July 1805 Woodford Co., Ky.; d. 13 Oct. 1880 Hockley, Tx.); also a physician, he served under
General Price in the Confederate Army during the Civil War [Redford:56,59]. A descendant, Mrs. Margaret
(Mendenhall) Frazier, published journals which were family heirlooms under the title The Missouri Ordeal 18621864. The volume gives historians contemporary record of a family of southern sympathizers living during the Civil
War with hostile neighbors. For genealogists, the book contains family portraits of Margaret (Kavanaugh)
Mendenhall with comments on extended family members that add dimension and interest to our kinfolk. In the
genealogical section, added to Missouri Ordeal, the author, Mrs. Frazier, advises caution when using that section as
there are some minor mistakes. Issue of Benjamin and Margaret (Lingenfelter) Taylor:
i. JOHN HUBBARD KAVANAUGH, b. 9 Mar. 1828 Harrison Co., KY.; drowned in Mississippi River 26 June 1841.
ii. HANNAH FRANCES KAVANAUGH, b. 2 June 1830 Mt. Carmel, IL; d. 15 Apr. 1839 Lebanon, IL
iii. THOMAS HINDE KAVANAUGH, b. 22 July 1833 Wabash, IL; d. of fever 8 Oct 1867 Chapel Hill, Tx.
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iv. MARY MARGARET KAVANAUGH, b. 10 Feb. 1836 Lebanon, IL; m. 1 June 1858 by her father at Lexington, Mo., to
Willard H. MENDENHALL. Issue included:
i. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH MENDENHALL, b. ca 1859; d. 1936; m. Jennie MOORE. Grand-daughter: MARGARET
MENDENHALL Frazier.
v. ANN ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, b. 15 Aug. 1840 Winchester, Ky.; d. 30 May 1841 at Indian Mission, St. Paul, Mn.
vi. JULIA FRANCES KAVANAUGH, b. 8 Sep. 1843 Plattsville, Wi.; d. of fever 9 Oct. 1867 Chapel Hill, Tx.
vii. HUBBARD KAVANAUGH, b. 4 July 1847 Indianapolis, In.; d. 1 Apr. 1848

54

vi. (Rev.) WILLIAMS BARBOUR KAVANAUGH, b. 17 Feb. 1807; m. 16 Nov. 1831 Clark Co., Ky., Susan Ann
Evans [for their descendants, see W. H. Miller, History and Genealogies. . . of the families of Miller, Woods, Harris, Wallace,
Maupin, Oldham, Kavanaugh, and Brown. Richmond, Ky. 1907; pp. 638, 639].
[Fourth Generation]

27.
WILLIAM WOODS 4 KAVANAUGH (Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), son of Philemon III and
Elizabeth (Woods) Kavanaugh, was born 9 November 1776 in Culpepper County, Virginia and drowned in
the Tombigbee [Tennessee River?] 14 December 1814 during service in the War of 1812. The body was not
recovered for burial.
Called “Big Bill” due to his great size, he was married 13 June 1798 by his uncle, The Reverend Peter Woods,
Baptist minister, to Elizabeth MILLER (b. 20 March 1782 Albemarle Co., Va.; d. 22 Aug. 1833 Kennedy Mansion,
Garrard Co., Ky.), the daughter of Colonel John and Jane (Delaney) Miller of Richmond, Madison County,
Kentucky.
Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh was married secondly, 9 November 1821, to General Thomas Kennedy. [See end of chapter,
KENNEDY, p. 172]

Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh-Kennedy’s white octagonal opaque porcelain teapot marked “Wedgwood” is, by inheritance, in
the possession of the author.
The Madison County, Alabama, Sheriff’s Execution Docket 1811-1813 [Abstracted and Published by Dorothy Scott Johnson],
contains several entries of lawsuits involving the name Kavanaugh; e.g.: Charles Kavanaugh [pp. 4 & 123], Kavanaugh & Berry
[pp. 11, 17, 71 & 91], John Kavanaugh [p. 126] and William Kavanaugh [pp. 102 & 104]. The entry on pages 102-104 records two
lawsuits involving William Kavanaugh- the first against Thomas Patterson in January 1813, and one against John Baker in July
1813, the latter being brought the same month that his son Archibald Woods Kavanaugh was born in Alabama.
The following interview between Mrs. Sophia Sherlock and her aged cousin, Archie Walker, repeating a story often told by his
mother, Jane M. (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker (1809-1895), was published in Lineage Memorial in 1929:
“In family history he was a dispatch carrier in the war of 1812. On December 14, 1814, while in the performance of duty, he
drowned while attempting to ford his horse across the Tombigbee when it was swollen with heavy rains. Those who saw it were
unable to give assistance. The horse swam to shore and returned home and the little daughter, Jane [Jane M. (Kavanaugh)
Faulkner-Walker], then five years of age, would relate how her mother threw her arms around the neck of the horse and wept.
His widow, [Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh] with her seven children, [John Miller Kavanaugh] the eldest, thirteen, and the
youngest, Archibald Woods Kavanaugh, but two and one-half years of age, (she riding horseback) came from Rutherford Co.,
Tennessee to the home of her mother, widow of Colonel John Miller in Richmond, Kentucky. Elizabeth remained a widow until
November 9, 1821 when she married General Thomas Kennedy, a very wealthy planter of Paint Lick, Kentucky and lived there
until death on August 22, 1833.”
The eldest son, John Miller Kavanaugh, would return to Tennessee one day to claim a comely cousin as his bride.
Mrs. Jennie Slavin, of Woodland Avenue, Richmond, Kentucky, had a fine oil portrait of Elizabeth (Miller) KavanaughKennedy. It was willed by General Kennedy to his step-daughter, Jane (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker and descended to another
great granddaughter, Elizabeth Walker Bowland, from whom Mrs. Slavin purchased the portrait in the depression, paying for it
out of her own egg & butter money savings. The canvas measured 28½” high by 24 ½” wide and was attributed to the Kentucky
artist Matthew Jouett (1787-1827) because of the long shoulder lines. Elizabeth had blue-grey eyes and was wearing a white
bertha. Mrs. Slavin (“Cousin Jennie”) felt that the portrait should remain in Kentucky, so she willed it to a Kentucky cousin upon
her death, 15 February 1959. After vicissitudes, including a spell in storage, the painting was rescued and purchased by Mrs.
Samuel Barton Walton, Jr. (Mary Kavanaugh Scott). This heirloom was cleaned and restored by Mrs. Walton of Lexington and is again in
the heart of a Kentucky home.
[Female descendants of William Woods Kavanaugh are eligible for membership in the patriotic organization, Daughters of 1812, one having
already established the line #20248KY390]
ISSUE

William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh:
55+
i. JOHN MILLER KAVANAUGH, b. 31 Dec. 1799
ii. ELIZABETH SHELTON WOODS KAVANAUGH, b. 4 July 1801 Madison Co., Ky.; m. 6 Aug. 1818 James
ARGO (b. Delaware) of Madison County. The Argos were Union people and James Denny, the husband of
Elizabeth’s aunt, Amelia (Kavanaugh) Denny, was a Confederate sympathizer. It is related by cousin Archie
Walker to Sophia Sherlock that, as a small boy, Dr. William Argo (b. 1858), grandson of Elizabeth (Kavanaugh)
Argo, had visited his great uncle, James Denny. Later, when cousin Lizzie Kavanaugh asked him how he liked this
great uncle, he replied, “He is a mighty bad old Secesh [Secessionist], but they had mighty good gravy! Issue:
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i. NANCY ARGO, b. 1823; d. 1922; m. Dr. Charles T. SPILMAN (b. 1820; d. 1892), son of Charles, Sr. and Polly (Wren)
Spilman, sheriff of Garrard Co. in 1810; no issue; her nephew John Argo (b. ca. 1860) was listed in the household in the 1870
& 1880 census. Dr. Charles T. Spilman served as Surgeon under his cousin, Col. John K. Faulkner, in the Seventh Kentucky
Cavalry, a Union Regiment.
ii. AMELIA JANE ARGO, b. ca. 1821; m. 25 Sept. 1839 to William B. ADAMS (b. ca. 1815 Ky.), a cabinet maker, in Garrard
Co., Ky.; James G. Denny, bondsman; issue as listed in the 1860 federal census:
i. JAMES ADAMS, b. ca. 1843
ii. ROBERT ADAMS, b. ca. 1847
iii. WILLIAM ADAMS, b. ca. 1850
iv. LUCY ADAMS, b. ca. 1852
v. SALLY ADAMS, b. ca. 1854
v. MARTHA ADAMS, b. ca. 1856
vi. ARCHIE ADAMS, b. ca 1858
vii. ANN ADAMS, b. ca. 1860
iii. ROBERT ARGO, b. ca. 1826, deafened by a fever when a child; a saddler, he m. Martha HOBBS (b. ca. 1826), also
deafened by fever; their sons:
i. Dr. WILLIAM ARGO, b. 8 Oct. 1858; d. 14 Apr. 1921 Colorado Springs) m. 7 Oct. 1886 Isabella Chenault of Lincoln
Co., Ky.. Dr. Wm. Argo received his B.A. at Centre College, Danville, Ky., 1881, his M.A. in 1904, and his L.L.D.
from Colorado College, 1911. Superintendent of Kentucky Schools For The Deaf 1884-1894; of Colorado 1899-1921.
ii. JOHN ARGO, b. ca. 1860; a student in 1880 resided with the Spilmans.

56+
57+
58+
59

60+

iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

PHILEMON KAVANAUGH IV, b. 29 May 1803
AMELIA J. KAVANAUGH, b. 2 Jan. 1805
JANE MILLER KAVANAUGH, b. 20 Oct. 1809
DELANEY MILLER KAVANAUGH, b. 18 May 1811 Winchester, Franklin Co., Tn.; d. 12 Sept. 1836;
unmarried; buried Old Paint Lick Cemetery [note: published inscriptions of this cemetery gives 1880 as the death
date of Delaney].
vii. ARCHIBALD WOODS KAVANAUGH, b. 13 July 1813
[Fourth Generation]

33.
CHARLES4 “Charlie” KAVANAUGH (William,3 Charles,2 Philemon1) son of William and Hannah
(Woods) Kavanaugh, was born 2 December 1786 and died 26 October 1864, age 78. He is buried in section B40 of the Richmond Cemetery, Madison County, Kentucky.
A marriage bond, dated 1 July 1817, for the marriage of Charles Kavanaugh to Margaret “Peggy” WARREN (b.
23 Oct. 1788; d. 12 June 1857; buried Richmond Cemetery), was recorded in Madison County. It was signed “with
the consent of her father, Thomas Warren.” In the federal census of Madison County, Kentucky, taken in 1850, the
real estate of Charles Kavanaugh was valued at $11,000. The following sketch was taken from the French Tipton
Papers [pp.22-24]:
HOMICIDES

In the courthouse in Richmond, 13th of January 1866 C. K. Doty, Boyle Doty, Az Doty, Arch Kavanaugh, Humph Kavanaugh
and Warren Harris on the one side and Henry Parrish, Ed Parrish, Amos Worlds, John Shifflet and John Jones on the other. The
Kavanaugh party had been in the Confederate army and the Parrish party in the Federal army. During the war, the house of
Charlie Kavanaugh, father of the Kavanaughs and grandfather of the Dotys, was repeatedly searched by the Parrishes and the
last time the old man was struck by one of the Parrishes. The Parrishes were in the nature of wards of the elder Kavanaugh.
Prior to the war, Old Parrish, who lived in Clay County, stole a cow, and was put in jail. He escaped in bitter cold weather and
took refuge in Kavanaugh's hog shed in Madison. He was discovered by Kavanaugh and a neighbor and taken care of until his
death a few days later. His family followed and became a charge upon the charity of the vicinity, and especially Kavanaugh.
When the Parrish boys were grown, they became the persecutors of their aged friend. A. J. Mershon, Democrat, and George W.
Ballew, Republican, were candidates for the Legislature and the latter was declared elected. Mershon contested the election and
a new election was ordered. This second election was in progress in the courthouse. Humph Kavanaugh approached Henry
Parrish, the first time they had met after the war, and reproached him for the ill treatment of his father. The deadly encounter
followed. Henry Parrish shot and seriously wounded Humph Kavanaugh. Parrish was shot in turn and badly wounded. An
indiscriminate firing followed and the court room filled with smoke. Seventy-five or a hundred shots were fired, chiefly through
the dense smoke at uncertain objects. Arch Kavanaugh, wounded and stretched on the floor, rolled over and over until he
reached the prostrate form of Henry Parrish in whose head he buried the hammer of his pistol, after which Parrish died. Warren
Harris was unarmed, but caught up Arch Kavanaugh's pistol and meeting Amos Worlds, was fired at by the latter. Harris was a
goliath in both size and strength, and a David in courage. At the battle of Lexington, Mo., he literally dragged a cannon into
position, the horses having been killed. Harris remarked to Worlds, "Well, yes, yes, you thought you'd hit me, but you missed me,
didn't you?" and seizing Worlds by the hair of the head, dragged him from the house, beating him over the head with the butt of
the pistol. Worlds was dead when Harris reached the opposite side of the street with him. C. K. Doty shot Ed Parrish, who fell,
and stepping over him shot John Jones, who also fell. Parrish got up and killed Az Doty and wounded Arch Kavanaugh. Arch
Maupin was killed accidentally by Az Doty. C. K. Doty shot Ed Parrish a second time, outside of the house, as the latter leaped
the old brick wall that used to divide the courthouse from the jail yard. Humph Kavanaugh was taken to the house of James
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Shaw - miles east of town on the Irvine pike. A week later he was killed by a shot through the window at night, the perpetrator
being unknown. A year or so later, Ed Parrish was killed in Garrard County by Nige Best, the trouble growing out of the
courthouse fight. The Kavanaughs and Dotys believed that Bill Haley, Green Haley and one Frank Bland, were the instigators of
the trouble. The Haleys removed to Illinois and with them or following them, went a married sister of the Parrishes. On her
death-bed at Green Haley's she confessed to having killed Humph Kavanaugh. The Haleys, at least Green and his son were
killed while burglarizing a store house. His wife returned to this county and related the Illinois facts to the Dotys. Others besides
those named took part in the shooting but their names were never known.
ISSUE

Charles and Margaret (Warren) Kavanaugh:
61
i. SUSAN JANE KAVANAUGH, b. 23 Feb. 1819; d. 27 Jan. 1837, age 18.
62
ii. HUMPHREY W. KAVANAUGH, b. 20 Dec. 1820; served in the Mexican War; at home with parents in 1850
census [Madison Co., Ky., District 2, #354/357]; murdered 17 Jan. 1866.
63
iii. HANNAH ANN KAVANAUGH, b. 3 Feb. 1823; d. 18 March 1868 Madison Co., Ky.; m. 2 Sept. 1841, with
consent and bond of her father given 30 Aug. 1841 in Madison Co., to Malcom Volney DOTY/DOATY (b. 18
March 1820; d. 4 Aug. 1868); both are buried lot #28 Richmond Cemetery. Issue (not necessarily in correct order of
birth):
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.

64

CHARLES KAVANAUGH DOTY, b. ca. 1842
BOYLE DOTY, b.30 Sep. 1844; d. 6 Sep. 1901
JAMES Y. DOTY, b. ca. 1846
AZARIAH DOTY, b. 17 Dec. 1848; d. 14 Jan. 1866
MARGARET J. “Maggie” “Sister” DOTY, b. 20 Oct. 1850; d. 28 Aug. 1872; a profile portrait of Margaret is on her
Richmond Cemetery tombstone.
JOHN DOTY, b. ca. 1852
VOLNEY DOTY, b. ca. 1856; m. Nannie KAVANAUGH
ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH DOTY, b. ca. 1857
DAVID CROCKETT DOTY, b. ca. 1858; m. Lucy DUDLEY, said to be the descendant of Kentucky pioneer and preacher,
Ambrose Dudley of Boonesboro.
ROBERT E. LEE DOTY, b. ca. 1860
twin, THOMAS J. DOTY, b. 25 June 1864; m/1 Mary KAVANAUGH, m/2 Ophelia KAVANAUGH (sisters, see #64,
below)
twin, ELIZABETH DOTY, b. 25 June 1864; d. 26 July 1864

iv. ARCHIBALD WOODS KAVANAUGH, b. December 1828; alive at age 81 (1910 census); m. at the residence of
D. C. Maupin, 3 Jan. 1860, to Sarah MAUPIN (b. ca. 1839); enlisted 22 July 1862 for 3 months as a private in Co. I,
Eighth Regiment Cavalry; rejoined 10 Sept. 1862 and served in Company F and Company K of the Seventh Cavalry
(later part of the 11th Regiment) under Colonel Chenault, of Madison County, as part of Morgan’s Confederate
forces. He was captured at Buffington Island, Ohio, 19 July 1863, held prisoner at Camp Douglas, Chicago, IL;
released 18 Nov. 1864. His military papers describe Archibald as being of light complexion, with grey eyes and
dark hair. He was six feet tall. Of the known issue of Archibald and Sarah [1880 federal census, Madison Co., Ky., ED
71, p. 379.4]:
i. MARGARET “Maggie” KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1867
ii. JANE “Jennie” KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1869
iii. CHARLES K. KAVANAUGH, b. September 1872; d. bet 1900-1904; m. Dana STAGNOR, b. July 1881[listed after Charles
K., as “daughter-in-law” to Archibald Kavanaugh in 1900 Cowley County, Kansas federal census]; she m/2 William
Kavanaugh, below. Charles and Dana had two children, Archibald (b. ca 1902) and Anne (b. ca 1901)
iv. MARY KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1874
v. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1876; m. 1904, Dana (STAGNOR) Kavanaugh; later in Vinton, Ks. She is listed as wife
of Wm. in 1930
vi. OPHELIA KAVANAUGH, b. Feb. 1880
vii. JOHN KAVANAUGH, b. February 1882 [listed with father Archibald, sister Ophelia, brother Charles K., and wife Dana M.,
in 1900 Cowley County, Kansas, federal census; listed as inmate in State Home for Feeble Minded, Cowley County, 1910)
[Fourth Generation]

36.
WILLIAM4 KAVANAUGH (William,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), was the son of William and Hannah (Woods)
Kavanaugh.
He married Elizabeth “Betsy” FREEMAN.
In 1817 William Kavanaugh bought 250 acres of land near Lawrenceburg in Franklin County (now Anderson) for $2,000. “He
built a large imposing home on this land” and had eight children, five sons and three daughters. [Darnell, Ermina Jett, Forks of
Elkhorn Church, p. 279; Miller, W. H., History and Genealogies of the Families of Miller, Woods, Harris, Wallace, Maupin, Oldham,
Kavanaugh and Brown, 1907; History of Anderson County, pp.194, 195; 1830 federal census of Anderson Co., p.106]
ISSUE

William and Elizabeth (Freeman) Kavanaugh:
65
i. ANN MARIAH KAVANAUGH; m. William WHITTINGTON, widower of her sister Susan Adelia Kavanaugh; 3
children who died in infancy.
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66

ii. (Hon.) GEORGE WILLIAM KAVANAUGH; Anderson County Court Judge; served in the Kentucky Legislature
1843-1850; state court judge; organized the Salt River Tigers, the famous company from Anderson Co., Ky, in the
Mexican War; m. Russell E. H. WILLS, daughter of Samuel Hardy and Rebecca (Loraine) Wills; issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

CAROLINE KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1849
ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1851
GEORGE BRECKENRIDGE KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1852
RUSSELL W. KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1855
JOHN ANDERSON KAVANAUGH, b. ca 1857

67

iii. SUSAN ADELIA KAVANAUGH; m. William WHITTINGTON; one daughter:

68
69

iv. ARAMINTA KAVANAUGH; died young
v. DANDRIDGE WHITFIELD KAVANAUGH; m. Harriet TAYLOR; issue:

i. MARY ADELA WHITTINGTON

i. MARY EDNA KAVANAUGH, d. infancy
ii. ANN ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, d. infancy
iii. DANDRIDGE WHITFIELD KAVANAUGH, Jr., d. unm.

70
71+
72

vi. HUBBARD HINES KAVANAUGH; d. infancy
vii. CHARLES NICHOLAS KAVANAUGH
viii. THOMAS ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH; d. without issue.
[Fourth Generation]

47.
ELIZABETH4 WOODS (Jael Kavanaugh,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), daughter of Rev. Peter and Jael
(Kavanaugh) Woods, was born 24 August 1807 Madison County, Kentucky, and died 5 February 1901 Clay
County, Missouri. She is buried in the Big Shoal Cemetery.
She was married 13 January 1825 in Cooper County, Missouri, to Daniel G. HUGHES (b. 28 Sep. 1799 Bourbon
Co., Ky.; d. 9 July 1875 Clay Co., Mo.), a cabinetmaker, son of George and Elizabeth (Garrard) Hughes.
The young couple left Cooper County, Missouri, for Clay County, where Daniel owned a large farm in Gallatin Township. In
1826, their neighbors, mostly Kentuckians, rode miles on horseback and in wagons across the open country to help Daniel cut
walnut trees and hew logs for his new two-story house. Fifty years after it was built, the original outer walls of log were covered
with walnut weatherboarding. Located on North Antioch Road, just south of the Bethel Church, the home place was still standing
142 years later. Within its walls three generations of Hughes had been born and several pieces of furniture made by Daniel were
still in use [undated newspaper clippings with illustrations provided by Janie Yancey Loughrey 1999].

ISSUE
Daniel and Elizabeth (Woods) Hughes:
73
i. GEORGE HUGHES, b. 1 July 1826 Clay Co.; d. 21 Apr. 1901 Clay Co.; m. Margaret RUSSELL 29 Sep. 1859;
taught in Clay County academies for 40 years, at Sugar Tree Academy, at Mount Gilead, and at the William Jewell
College in Liberty; succeeded Alexander Doniphan as Clay County School Commissioner in 1854. Professor
George Hughes was the father of Frank Hughes, who at his death in 1937, left funds for the erection of the Frank
Hughes Memorial Library in Liberty. Professor Hughes was also the father of Ralph Hughes who was the seventh
judicial circuit judge for Clay County.
74
ii. MARY FRANCES HUGHES, b. 27 Mar. 1828 Clay Co.; m. 9 Jan. 1851 Clay Co., Ithra TODD.
75
iii. WILLIAM GREEN HUGHES, b. 28 Apr. 1830 Clay Co.; d. 5 Apr. 1862 San Joaquin Co., Ca.; m. Clementine
AULL.
76
iv. HENRY CLAY HUGHES, b. 2 Feb. 1832 Clay Co.; d. there 2 Aug. 1855
77
v. JOEL KAVANAUGH HUGHES, b. 7 Nov. 1834 Clay Co.; d.31 Oct. 1836
78
vi. ELIZABETH HUGHES, b. 4 Dec. 1837 Clay Co.; d. 24 Sep. 1862 Clay Co.; m. 11 Sep. 1856 Clay Co., Mo.,
Alexander S. DAVIDSON.
79
vii. REBECCA ANN HUGHES, b. 7 Dec. 1839 Clay Co; d. there 4 July 1882; m. 16 Feb. 1860 to William Edward
BELL (b. 10 June 1833 Barren Co., Ky.; d. 16 Apr. 1915 Clay Co.)
80
viii. PETER WOODS HUGHES, b. 29 Dec. 1842 Clay Co.; d. Oct. 1909 Clay Co.; m. 11 Feb. 1878 Frances E.
HOOPER.
81
ix. ELIZA JANE HUGHES, b. 6 Feb. 1845 Clay Co.; d. 26 Oct. 1930 Detroit, Mi.; m. 1 Feb. 1870 Clay Co. to John
Wood BELL.
82
x. DANIEL HUGHES, b. 6 Dec. 1847 Clay Co.; d. 30 Nov. 1912 Jackson Co., Mo.; m. 7 July 1871 in Clay Co. to
Anna McCARTY and had nine children, the younger being Peter W. Hughes, Daniel Hughes, Jr., and his brother
George who were amongst the founders, and George was later president, of the First National Bank in Liberty,
Missouri. Daniel operated a drugstore on the west side of the square which houses the Clay County Historical
Museum of today.
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[Fifth Generation]

55.
JOHN MILLER5 KAVANAUGH (William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), the son of
William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, was born near Richmond, Kentucky, 31 December 1799
and died 13 January 1881 at the home of his daughter and son-in-law, Mathew and M. M. Carr, Erath
County, Texas.
He was married in 10 December 1822 in Franklin County, Tennessee, to Semiramus Shelton WOODS (b. 1 Sep
1805; d. 16 Sep 1841 Franklin Co., Tn.), daughter of William and Mary (Harris) WOODS, [Miller, W. H., History and
Genealogy] John Miller Kavanaugh resided mostly in Tennessee, except for a time following the death of his wife.
When the 1860 federal census of Kentucky was taken, he was residing in the household of nephew Archibald Woods
and wife Dorcas Alexander (Lackey) Kavanaugh in Garrard County; his children were with relatives.
In the census records of 1870, John was listed as a “retired farmer, aged 70, b. Ky,” residing in the household of James
Alexander in Sumner County, Tennessee. In the same household were A. W. Miller, Laura and Dora Miller, Samuel and Susan
Lackey, and James Alexander.
By 1875 John had removed to his daughter and son-in-law’s home in Texas [obit.; Madison County, Kentucky, Newspaper Death
Notices, V. 3, pp. 401, 657].

Although the obituary referred to the daughter and son-in-law as Thomas and Margaret Barr of Erath County, Texas, the 1880
federal census of that county enumerated J. Cavanaugh as “father” aged 80, b. Ky, parents b. Va., in the household of Mathew
and M. M. Carr, the birth year (1836) of M. M. Carr matching that of John’s daughter, Mourning Kavanaugh.
When the 1840 federal census of Franklin Co., Tennessee, was taken, there were ten children listed in the household of John
M. Kavenough (age 30-40), along with a female (age 30-40) and an extra male (age 20-30). The assumption is that the female
was John’s wife Semiramus, who died the following year, and the extra male is John’s brother, Delaney Kavanaugh, who never
married. In the federal census of Franklin County, Tennessee, in 1850, three Kavanaugh children - Robert, Mary J. and
Mourning Kavanaugh - were living with William and Sarah Ann Woods; Lucy Ann Kavanaugh was listed with Thomas H. and
Appoline Woods.
An earlier genealogy named seven children born to John and Semiramus Kavanaugh. Using this source, and adding the data
found in census and marriage records searched to date (1999), a list of the probable children with their possible birth order is
offered.
ISSUE
John Miller and Semiramus Shelton (Woods) Kavanaugh:
83
i. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH, (the male b. 1820-25) (b. ca. 1824); named in the genealogy, is he the J. W. Cavanaugh
(b. ca. 1823) of Davidson Co., Tn., in the census of 1870?
84
ii. THOMAS, KAVANAUGH, (the male b. 1825-30?) (b. ca. 1825?); also named in the genealogy.
85
iii. ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, (the female b. 1825-1830?) b. ca. 1827 [1870 census]; m. 8 Jan 1852 by R. C.
Smith, JP, to Henry S. TURNER (b. ca. 1820) ; residing in Lincoln Co., Tn.., in 1860 with the following Turner
children. Also in the household were Robert Cavanaugh (age 30), Mary Homes (age 54) and William Homes (age
19):
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

86

87
88
89

SUMERIMIS TURNER, b. ca. 1853
LUCY TURNER, b. ca. 1855
REBECCA TURNER, b. ca. 1856
WILIE TURNER, b. ca. 1868

iv. MARY JANE KAVANAUGH, (second female b. 1825-1830) b. ca. 1827 [1850 census];also named in the
genealogy, she was listed as a “teacher” when the federal census taker enumerated those living in the household of
Thomas H. Woods in 1850, she was m. 24 June 1853 by R. C. Smith, JP, Franklin Co., Tn., to Thomas MILLER
(1827-1891).
v. MARGARET KAVANAUGH, (3rd female b. ca. 1825-30?); named in the genealogy which reportedly has her
married to Thomas BARR.
vi. ROBERT KAVANAUGH, (probably one of the males b. 1830-1835) b. ca. 1830; residing with William and Sarah
Ann Woods in 1850 and with his sister Elizabeth (Kavanaugh) Turner in 1860.
vii. LUCY ANN KAVANAUGH, b. 10 Apr 1831 near Salem, Franklin County, Tn (the female b. 1830-1835?);d. 20
Jan 1905, at the home of her daughter, Fannie White, in Willette, Tn. Residing with Thomas H. and Appoline
Woods in 1850. On 15 Mar 1855, she married James Ward DRAPER in Fayetteville, Tn. [correspondence from
descendant, Linda Gurganus, 9 May 2006 to Pat Dunford].
viii. unidentified male b. ca. 1835-1840(ca. 1834?)
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90

ix. MOURNING KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1836 (census) (one of two females b. ca. 1835-1840). According to an earlier
genealogy Mourning Kavanaugh married a Mr. CARR. We first find Mourning Kavanaugh, at age 14 (thus b. ca.
1836), living with William and Sarah Ann Woods of Franklin Co., Tn., when the federal census of 1850 was taken.
As stated earlier, listed in the 1880 federal census of Erath Co., Tx, with Mathew CARR (b. ca. 1826) and his wife,
M. M. Carr (b. ca. 1836 TN, both parents b. Ky.), was J. Cavanaugh, “father”, age 80, b. Ky., parents b. Va.. Also in
the household were the following Carr children:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

J. W. CARR, male, b. ca.1858 Tn.
J. M. CARR, male, b. ca. 1859
MARY A. CARR, b. ca. 1866
A. B. CARR, male, b. ca. 1869
J. R. CARR, male, b. ca. 1871

x. unidentified female, b. ca. 1835-1840 (b. ca 1838/9?)
xi. JOHN M. KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1840. This John M. Kavanaugh is found on the 1860 census living with his sister,
Mourning, and her husband, Matthew Carr, in Wilson County, Tennessee. He is found, as John Cavenos, age 10,
with the John M. Miller family, also in Wilson County. In this family are two other Woods relatives, Mourning and
Lucy, 40 and 42, who are listed as deaf and dumb. It is interesting to note that there are also a Mourning, 40, and
Lucy, 39, both deaf and dumb, in the Lincoln County, Tennessee household of James and Martha Cobb. The
household also contains the probable family of James Woods, wife Susan and son James, plus William Cavanaugh.
It is likely that Martha is John Miller’s sister.
[Fifth Generation]

56.
PHILEMON5 KAVANAUGH IV (William Woods,4 PhilemonIII,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), the son of
William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, was born 19/29 May 1803 Madison County, Kentucky,
and died 29 April 1857 at Madison, Jefferson County, Indiana. He is buried on the farm near the State Park
south of Madison, Indiana.
Although born in Madison County, Kentucky, Philemon spent seven years of his boyhood in Franklin and
Rutherford counties in Tennessee.
A marriage bond has survived, whereby Philemon Kavanaugh and James H. Letcher put up a bond of $50; dated 2
March 1829, on file in Garrard County, Kentucky. Philemon “Fil” Kavanaugh and Margaret J. PALMER (b. 22
Sept. 1812; d. 21 Jan. 1860), daughter of James and Sophia (Bruce) Palmer, [see Chapter 2, Sketch 42] were married
5 March 1829 by Absalom Quinn, minister of the Baptist faith.
As noted before, Margaret (Palmer) Kavanaugh lost her mother at the age of three and seems to have grown up in the
household of her uncle, Horatio Bruce, and her grandmother, Elizabeth (Clay) Bruce. [See p. 69, 146]
As did many in Kentucky, the Clay family favored emancipation for the negroes if it could have been accomplished without
injustice for the slave owners and hardship for the freed negroes. After the death of Margaret’s grandmother, and husband
Philemon’s mother and step-father, the couple chose to relocate in Indiana, a free state.
Philemon Kavanaugh IV was one of the original land purchasers of Ripley County, Indiana, having purchased a tract of land
there 26 November 1836 [Tract Book #3, p. 13; The family would later relocate in Jefferson County, Indiana.]
Family tradition, as yet unproven, was that their yellow brick home, located along the toll road one mile from Madison,
Indiana, became a “station” on the Underground Railroad. Margaret’s knowledge of cooking seems at this point to have been
somewhat sketchy - she attempted to grease a cornbread skillet with white salt. Her old Mammy in Kentucky was sent for to
teach Margaret how to cook! With the Clays favoring emancipation, Mammy would have been emancipated by then.
About 1905, Mabel G. (Bear) Posegate (1885-1950) interviewed her great aunt, Mrs. Semira (Kavanaugh) Wright (18441911). Semira recalled that during his early life her father (Philemon) farmed. He owned a large farm and during the winter he
taught the country school. When his health began to fail he moved to Madison, Indiana, and was made Principal of the Lower
Seminary. Because of continued ill health he gave this up and bought a grocery. He continued this business a short time until his
death. Philemon was raised a Presbyterian but after he came to Indiana from Kentucky he and his wife united with the Christian
church and his family were reared in that faith. His education was very good but it is not known where he acquired it; he was
strongly inclined towards literature, history, mathematics and agriculture. Philemon was sick several years before he died. His
daughter (Semira) also said of him “he was one of the best Christian men I ever knew. You have every reason to be proud of him
and his family. Not a single one ever did anything disgraceful.” Philemon was buried below Madison, Indiana, in the family
burial ground by the side of his wife Margaret (Palmer) Kavanaugh.
The following death notices were taken from local Jefferson County, Indiana, newspapers:
[p.32] 21 June 1846 - died, William W. Kavanaugh, eldest son of Philemon and Margaret J. Kavanaugh, age 14 years.
[p. 143] 26 April 1858 - died, at his residence near city, Philemon Kavanaugh, age 54 years, resided below the 1st tollgate on
Hanover Road.
[p. 162] 18 January 1860 - died, Mrs. Margaret J. Kavanaugh in 49th year; resided on Hanover Pike, 1 mile below Madison.
[p. 237] 1 July 1865 - died, Amelia J. Kavanaugh, age 21; funeral from residence of Oliver Bear on East Street.
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ISSUE
Philemon IV and Margaret J. (Palmer) Kavanaugh:
91+
i. SOPHIA ELIZABETH KAVANAUGH, b. 13 Apr. 1830
92
ii. JAMES DENNY KAVANAUGH, b. 1 Oct. 1831; died young
93
iii. WILLIAM WOODS KAVANAUGH, b. 3 March 1833 Garrard Co., Ky.; d. 20 June 1846
94
iv. BRUNETTE KAVANAUGH, b. 11 Oct. 1834 near Point Leavell, Garrard County, Ky.; d. 6 May 1855
95+
v. DELANEY KAVANAUGH, b. 7 Oct. 1836
96
vi. LUCRETIA KAVANAUGH, b. 27 June 1838 near Madison, In.; d. 13 July 1838
97
vii. JOHN MILLER KAVANAUGH, b. 18 July 1840 Jefferson Co., In.; d. 13 May 1864; m. Huldah ABRAMS 14 Oct.
1861
98
viii. AMELIA FAULKNER KAVANAUGH, b. 11 Aug. 1842 Jefferson Co.; d. 1 July 1865
99+
ix. SEMIRA KAVANAUGH, b. 18 Sept. 1844
100
x. ORPHA ANN KAVANAUGH, b. 17 Apr. 1847; d. 28 June 1848
101
xi. JOSEPHINE KAVANAUGH, b. 29 Apr. 1849; d. 11 Oct. 1853
102
xii. CORNELIA KAVANAUGH, b. 16 March 1852; d. 6 July 1853
103 xiii. KATE KAVANAUGH, b. 7 Dec. 1854; d. 26 Dec. 1855
[Fifth Generation]

57.
AMELIA J. 5 KAVANAUGH (William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), the second
daughter of William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, was born 2 January 1805 and died 3 August
1869. She is buried with her husband in the Paint Lick Cemetery.
She was married to “Judge” James Graham DENNY (b. 31 Aug. 1798; d. 27 March 1878) in Garrard County,
Kentucky. The marriage bond, dated 1 September 1824, was signed by Thomas Kennedy; no return on file.
ISSUE
James Graham and Amelia J. (Kavanaugh) Denny:
104
i. WILLIAM KAVANAUGH DENNY, b. ca. 1825; d. ca. 1907; m/1, Ann MORAN; issue:
i. LIZZIE DENNY, m. Philmore ARBUCKLE
William K. Denny m/2, Kate Smith BASCOTT widow; issue:
i. WILLIE MAE DENNY; m. Isaac STEINBERGER of Va.; issue:
i. SARAH Van METER STEINBERGER

105

106

ii. SALLY DENNY, b. ca. 1828; m/1, 10 Dec. 1846 William Franklin WHITLEY; m/2, Billy WALKER, m/3, 3 Apr.
1860 Dr. Henry P. BOSLEY and resided in Boyle Co., Ky. in 1860 [1860 census]; apparently no issue. [See letter
dated 15 Feb. 1846 to cousin Sophia E. Kavanaugh of Madison, In.; reproduction of letter follows in entry of
Sophia’s biographical sketch # 151]
iii. ALEXANDER R. “Aleck” DENNY, b. 20 May 1832; d. 17 Feb. 1922; m. Pauline J. LACKEY (b. 28 Oct. 1835; d.
14 July 1902); both buried Lancaster, Ky.; issue:
i. MARTHA “Mattie” DENNY (b. ca. 1859) m. (after 1880) James DUNNEAN.
ii. SALLY B. DENNY (b. ca. 1861) m. 27 Nov. 1888 Jessee S. HOCKER, bank president, resided Lincoln Co., Ky.
iii. SAMUEL CABELL DENNY, b. 9 Mar. 1863; d. 1 Dec. 1942; m. in 1899 Ada FARRA (b. 13 May 1869; d. 2 May 1966);
both buried Lancaster, Ky. Their Queen Anne style house is the only one of its type standing in Lancaster today. Samuel
Denny was cashier of the National Bank of Lancaster for thirty years and its president for ten years until his death in 1942.

107

108

109
110
111
112
113

iv. ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH DENNY, b. ca. 1834; m/1, Belle GIVENS; enlisted in Co. A, Sixth Cavalry of
Kentucky, which served with General Morgan; evidently he was taken prisoner and escaped. In family tradition, he
was part of the Confederate force that re-formed in Canada and came down to rob and harry the citizens of St.
Albans, Vt., to their intense annoyance. This was one of the last Confederate actions in the war between the states.
v. ELIZABETH “Lizzie” M. DENNY, b. 28 Oct. 1835;d. 29 Dec. 1923; m. 4 July 1878, as his fourth wife, Alexander
Finley DENNY (b. 3 Oct. 1807; d. 19 Aug. 1883; buried Paint Lick Cemetery, Sect. 1), lawyer, of Randolph Co.,
Mo.; [see below*].
vi. MARTHA JANE DENNY, b. 30 March 1838; d. 7 Oct. 1857; buried Paint Lick Cemetery.
vii. JAMES N/K DENNY, b. 3 March 1840; d. 7 Sept. 1923; buried Lancaster, Ky.; m. Mary Beatty (b. 7 Aug. 1853;
d. 28 Apr. 1909).
viii. AMELIA ANN DENNY, b. 21 June 1842; d. 11 July 1844
ix. MARY GRIZZELLA DENNY (?), b. 6 June 1844; d. 15 March 1845; buried Paint Lick
x. MARGARETTE A. “Maggie” DENNY, b. 1848; d. 1929; m. 11 June 1872 Garrard Co., Ky., Isaac PEARSON (b.
1836 Harrodsburg, KY), a merchant of Harrodsburg, Ky.

* ALEXANDER FINLEY DENNY m/1, 9 Dec. 1834 Melcena BEST and had 2 children: SALLY DENNY (b. ca. 1836) and
JANE B. DENNY (b. ca. 1838) m. 12 Feb 1863 Alexander C. ROBINSON; m/2, 2 May 1844 Massey B. LEAVELL (b. 26 July
1821; d. 25 June 1863) and had 3 children: Isabella Denny (b. ca. 1845, m. 15 Apr. 1862 William S. WALKER, George DENNY
(b. 11 May 1848; d. 4 Apr. 1911) and an infant (b. 21 Oct. 1850; d. 27 Nov. 1850; buried Paint Lick). Alexander Finley Denny
m/3, 12 Sep. 1866 Susan M. WOODS (b. ca. 1821; alive 1880), as her second husband; his fourth wife being the above Elizabeth
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M. “Lizzie” DENNY, daughter of Amelia (Kavanaugh) Denny.
[Fifth Generation]

58.
JANE MILLER5 KAVANAUGH (William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), the third
daughter of William Woods and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, was born 20 October 1809. She died in 1895
at her son’s home near Paint Lick and is buried with her second husband in the Paint Lick Cemetery.
Jane Miller Kavanaugh was married by the Rev. James C. Barnes, Presbyterian minister, 18 December 1832, to
“General” John FAULKNER, an officer in the War of 1812, whose first wife was Polly, daughter of “old” Tom
Kennedy.
Semira Kavanaugh, of Brooksburg, Indiana (1844-1911) visited her aunt circa 1860 in Kentucky. A tin-type photograph was
taken of Aunt Jane, cousins Sally, Archie and Lizzie Denny, together with Semira, which was given to the child as a souvenir of
the visit. The tin-type is currently in the author’s possession.
The author’s grandmother, Mabel (Bear) Posegate (1885-1950), wrote the following: “Many times as a small girl on Great
Aunt Mira’s farm, I sat on the front porch facing the Ohio River and gave dreamy-eyed attention to the stories which my aunt
told me about the relatives in Kentucky. My father used to relate how he had visited the Walker boys (his cousins) and had gone
fox hunting with them. It was my father’s Aunt Mira who spoke in glowing terms of Great-Great-Aunt Jane Walker, who was a
sister of Great-Grandfather Philemon Kavanaugh. I was not indifferent; perhaps I was too young at that time to fix relationships
properly in my mind. The mental picture I had of the Dennys, Walkers, Clays, Millers and Kavanaughs of Kentucky, was a
blurred one.”
Aunt Jane was remembered and loved as a saintly lady who was loyal to the family. In 1888, following the death of her
daughter-in-law, Aunt Jane undertook the responsibility of rearing her orphaned granddaughter, Isabelle Walker.
ISSUE
John and Jane Miller (Kavanaugh) Faulkner:
114
i. ELIZABETH M. FAULKNER, b. ca. 1833; d. 9 Jan. 1920; m. 2 Oct. 1849 George DENNY (b. 3 Jan. 1825; d. 19
March 1897); no issue. In the 1880 census of Garrard Co., Ky [#144], the appearance of Walker, Faulkner and Lusk
nieces and nephews in their household would seem to be an indication of early deaths for her siblings and their
spouses.
115+
ii. MARGARET FAULKNER, b. 16 Feb. 1835; d. 17 Apr. 1892.
116
iii. MARY J. FAULKNER, b. 2 Feb. 1837; d. 13 May 1877; m. William Jennings LUSK (b. 1835; d. 23 Oct. 1876),
son of Hon. Samuel Lusk; issue:
i. JANE KAVANAUGH “Jennie” LUSK, b. ca. 1865/1870; d. 3 Dec. 1961; m. the Rev. J. Hervey McDOWELL (b. ca
1864/1871; d. 23 June 1943); resided for a time in Mississippi; both buried Lancaster, Ky.
ii. ELIZA J. LUSK, b. 1867; d. 20 Feb. 1907; m. Lewis L. WALKER; buried Lancaster, Ky.
iii. J. FAULKNER LUSK, b. 6 Apr. 1869 Lancaster; d. 1899 Brownsville, Tx., [obituary from Sophia Sherlock’s scrapbook].
iv. GEORGE D. LUSK, b. Jan. 1873; d. 3 June 1901; residing in household of George and Elizabeth (Faulkner) Denny of
Garrard Co., KY, in 1880; m. Georgia MILLER (b. 14 Dec. 1875; d. 5 Nov. 1955).

117

v. WILLIAM JENNINGS “Willie” LUSK, Jr., b. 25 Apr. 1876; d. 4 Nov. 1911
iv. “Col.” JOHN KAVANAUGH FAULKNER, b. 27 Dec. 1838; d. 7 Jan. 1895; m. Elizabeth BELL; resided with two
of his children, Jennie & John, in household of George and Elizabeth (Faulkner) Denny when the 1880 federal
census of Garrard Co., Ky., was taken. In 1862, while serving as a captain in the Seventh Cavalry, John Kavanaugh
Faulkner, was part of the force led by Gen. Green Clay Smith in pursuit of Morgan’s Raiders. The 7th had been
recruited, and the men enrolled in the months of June and July, but had not been mustered into service when the first
Morgan raid disturbed the work of organization. Morgan entered by way of Glasgow, passed through Lebanon,
Harrodsburg and on to Cynthiana. Returning, he passed through Richmond, Crab Orchard, Somerset and
Monticello, pursued by Col. Smith. At Paris, Smith was joined by the remainder of the 7th Regt under Col.
Metcalfe. In the battle at Big Hill on August 23rd, the 7th Cavalry was very much shattered and the resignation of
Col. Metcalfe followed. He was succeeded by Col. John K. Faulkner “a gallant officer who had assisted in raising
the regiment.” Faulkner led the regiment continuously, except while disabled by a wound to his hip. One of the
surgeons on his staff was kinsman C. T. Spilman. Subsequent to the war he held the office of surveyor of the port at
Louisville, Ky., and was “most highly esteemed as an officer and a citizen.” Additionally, he was elected Circuit
Court Clerk of Garrard County in 1874. Issue:
i. JOHN FAULKNER, b. ca. 1861; never married
ii. MATTIE FAULKNER; m. James ENGLEMAN
iii. JENNIE FAULKNER, b. 2 Oct. 1864; d. 11 Feb. 1947; m. her cousin George Denny WHITE (#144 below)

Jane Miller (Kavanaugh) Faulkner married secondly, 18 June 1840 in Garrard County, John W. WALKER (b. ca. 1802; d. 6
Nov. 1885; buried Old Manse, Paint Lick), a wealthy land owner of Garrard County, and had six children.
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ISSUE
John W. and Jane Miller (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker:
118
i. WILLIAM STEPHEN WALKER, b. Apr. 1841; d. 1913; m/1, his cousin, Belle DENNY (b. 4 Apr. 1845; d. 20 Dec.
1869; buried Paint Lick);had issue; m/2, Frances “Fannie” Terrell (1845-1930), had additional issue.
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

119

M. BELLE WALKER, b. 1865; d. 1894
LIZZIE WALKER
JOHN WALKER, b. June 1872
EDWIN HOWARD WALKER, b. 1875; d. 1898
TOLES T. WALKER, b. Apr. 1878
ARCH K. WALKER, b. Jan. 1880
MARGARET WALKER, b. May 1884
ROBERT J. WALKER, b.1886; d. 1945

ii. EDWARD/EDWIN H. WALKER, b. 21 Jan. 1843; d. 1 Apr. 1910; buried Old Paint Lick Cemetery; m. Elizabeth
“Lizzie” WOODS (b. 21 Sep. 1844; d. 20 March 1916; bur with husband); known issue:
i. MARY L. WALKER, b. ca. 1866; d. 1945
ii. MARGARET G. WALKER, b. ca. 1867; m. Luther GIBBS
iii. R. WOODS WALKER, b. Mar. 1869 Ky.; d. 1956; buried Paint Lick Cemetery; a farmer; wife, Sally Mae _____(b. May
1876 IL; d. 1954); issue as listed the 1900 federal census of Garrard Co., Ky.:
i. EDWIN H. WALKER, b. Aug. 1898
ii. MARY MAY WALKER, b. Jan. 1900
Residing with the family in 1900 were his aged grandmother, Margaret Woods (b. July 1822), a cousin, Susie Oglevie (b.
Feb. 1878), two nurses, a housekeeper & two laborers.
iv. JANE M. WALKER, b. 1870; d. 1958
v. MATTIE O. WALKER, b. 1874; d. 1957
vi. EDWIN HOWARD WALKER, b. 1875; d. age 21, 1898
vii. JOHN WALKER, b. 1879; d. infancy

120
121

iii. LUCY ANN WALKER, b. Nov. 1845; d. 15 Feb. 1847, Garrard Co. Kentucky
iv. WADE HAMPTON WALKER, b. 7 Nov. 1847; d. 30 Nov. 1915. He is probably the Wade Walker, druggist,
residing with Dr. Hendley Middleton when the federal census of Madison Co., Ky., was taken 1880; two sons:
FRANK WALKER, MD, and ESTILL WALKER [Lineage Memorial, p.146].

122

v. JANE AMELIA “Jennie” WALKER, b. 1 Nov. 1849; m. Ross McCLAIN/Rice McLEAN; issue:
i. JENNIE WALKER McLEAN, b. 3 Jan. 1870; d. 28 Sep. 1930; buried in the Paint Lick Cemetery; m. Givens TERRILL.
vi. ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH WALKER, b. 9 Oct. 1852; d. 1931, buried Paint Lick Cemetery, Garrard Co., Kentucky

123+

[Fifth Generation]

60.
ARCHIBALD WOODS5 KAVANAUGH (William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), son
of William W. and Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, was born 13/18 July 1813 in Madison County, Alabama,
and died 12 June 1870, Garrard County, Kentucky. Both he and his wife are buried in old Paint Lick
Cemetery, with a double tombstone marker bearing a Masonic symbol.
A farmer, he was married 19 June 1839 to Dorcas Alexander LACKEY (b. 17 Mar 1822 Ky.; d. 25 Jan 1870),
daughter of William and Patsy (Wilson) Lackey and granddaughter of Samuel and Dorcas (Alexander) Lackey.
Archibald Woods Kavanaugh enlisted 25 July 1862 at Livingston, Tennessee, in Company K, Morgan’s Regiment, Kentucky
Cavalry, as a Second Lieutenant, for which he was paid $90 per month. He was assigned to staff, 1st Brigade, Morgan’s Cavalry,
May, 1863.
Archibald Woods Kavanaugh had a step-brother, Thomas M. Kennedy, Jr. (b. 16 June 1817; d. 13 June 1840), who is said to
have been the prototype for Harriet Beecher Stowe's Shelby in Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
“Young Tom” was the son of General Thomas M. and Edna (Withers) Kennedy. Young Tom’s mother, Edna Withers ( b.
1780; d. 3 Aug. 1821), died when he was quite young and the two, mother and son, are buried next to each other in the Old
Bowling Green Plantation Cemetery.
Tom’s father married thirdly (1821), Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh, the widowed mother of Archibald Woods Kavanaugh.
The two boys, “Young Tom” and his step-brother, Archibald, were playing poker one night in one of the upstairs rooms in the
Big House in 1833 when one of the older slaves burst into the room wild-eyed, exclaiming, “Mars Tom, Mars Tom, de stairs am
fallin! de stairs am fallin!” Young Tom was annoyed: he couldn't see how the negro could have climbed the stairs to tell him if
the stairs were actually falling, so he said with some energy, “Get out of here, you _____(a rude epitaph), and let us alone."
Meteors were falling from the sky in great numbers and apparently the poor fellow had good reason to be frightened. Again he
essayed to tell young Tom about the falling meteors, but he pronounced stars as stairs, and the second time he intruded with his
presence, his young master ejected him forcibly and returned to his game. Scarcely had he done so when the old negro came
once more and pled with him in a pitiful manner to look out of the window and see for himself how "the whole heavens were
shorely a-commin' down." Young Tom looked, then he gave one leap into a deep feather bed where he is reported to have
covered his head with the bed-clothes and kicked and screamed as a hysterical child might have done under similar
circumstances.
The above story was described by Mabel Posegate in her unpublished autobiography. While she was preparing her book in the
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early 1940s, showers of meteorites had been predicted, calling to mind the amusing incident. [from a conversation with Ede (Francis)
Kavanaugh, 1863-1962, before her death]

“Young Tom” (Thomas M. Kennedy, Jr.), who was born 16 June 1817, met Mary Susan BOHANNON at Crab Orchard, a
resort where Mary Susan and her family came to escape the summer fevers of her native Natchez, Mississippi. They were
married her in 1836. The bondsman was young Tom’s cousin, Thomas Kennedy Francis. Young Tom died 13 June 1840 leaving
only one child, Edna Kennedy (b. 3 Sep. 1839; d. 2 Nov. 1913) who married 26 September 1859 Joseph Lewis Francis (b. 1818;
d. 1905; buried Lancaster Cemetery, Garrard Co., Ky.). Mary Susan (Bohannon) Kennedy married secondly, in 1845, Tom
Kennedy Francis, the above cousin of her first husband, and had additional issue.[Archibald Woods Kavanaugh, Jr., son of the above
Archibald, married Ede Francis, granddaughter of “young” Tom Kennedy, 1 November 1887, joining together the families of the two poker
players! See end of chapter for additional data on Kennedy, p. 172.]

ISSUE
Archibald Woods and Dorcas Alexander (Lackey) Kavanaugh:
124+
i. WILLIAM LACKEY KAVANAUGH, b. 16 March 1841
125
ii. MARTHA “Mattie” J. KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1843; d. 3 Dec. 1920; m. 13 Oct. 1885 Daniel M. TERRELL; buried
Lancaster, Ky.
126
iii. JOSEPH KAVANAUGH, b. 18 Oct. 1845; d. 4 Oct 1851
127
iv. THOMAS F. KAVANAUGH, b. 16 Dec. 1847; d. 24 Jan. 1848
128
v. ELIZABETH “Lizzie” KAVANAUGH b. 1849; d. 1930; buried Richmond, Ky.; m. 4 Jan. 1881 John Lewis
FRANCIS (1852-1919), son of Thomas Kennedy Francis (1817-1862) and his wife Mrs. Mary Susan (Bohannon)
Kennedy.
129+ vi. SUSAN KAVANAUGH, b. 16 Jan. 1852
130+ vii. ARCHIBALD WOODS KAVANAUGH, Jr., b. 25 Jan. 1854
131 viii. AMELIA KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1855/6; d. Thursday morning, 22 March 1928, age 70; buried 23 March 1928
[grave #3490, section J319, lot S½ with Ballard family, Richmond, Ky.]The following is a portion of her obituary,
published 30 March 1928, and found on page 87 of death notices on file at Eastern State University, Richmond,
Ky.:
“In sorrow and in sadness we chronicle the death of a loveable Christian character, Miss Amelia
Kavanaugh, reared in the adjoining county of Garrard, passed from time to eternity on Thursday morning
March 22, 1928 at the home of Robert B. Thorpe on the Four Mile Road. Mrs. Dorcas Thorpe was the niece of
the deceased. She possessed a vigorous spirit which her frail body could contain no longer, and when the weak
structure gave way the spirit took its flight to a higher and more congenial clime whilst here in the flesh was
never suffered to be inactive, but ever on the move doing for others rather than herself.
She had been the matron of one of the schools in Richmond and afterwards and up to a short while
before her death matron or nurse in the Gibson Hospital where she labored she endeared herself to her
employees and all who came within her reach, and especially admired and revered for her faithfulness
and close watch and concern for the welfare of the patients whom she nursed who showed appreciation
for her attentions. The post she held at the hospital she declined to surrender until it was evident that it
would not be prudent for her to longer continue in the service, and reluctantly she went to her home at
Mrs. Thorpe’s where she was attended by her sister Lizzie and niece, Dorcas and everything that
loving hands could do for her was done, all without avail for the spirit took its departure and has gone
to the Lord who gave it and rests in peace with the Lord.
Another surviving sister is Mrs. Susan Leavell, of Richmond, Kentucky.
Miss Amelia Kavanaugh was an everyday Christian and unassuming as such as every good person admires
and was ever ready to do good to and for the whole human family. She had ingratiated herself into the
confidence and love of everyone with whom she came in close contact. She had been a member and
communicant of the Presbyterian church since her childhood and was a believer and strict adherent to the
doctrines and tenants of same, a ‘blue stocking Presbyterian’. However she would attend meetings of other
denominations when held in reach and listen attentively to the preaching and enjoyed sweet communion and
Christian fellowship of all Christians.
She was of a family who from all and every side were pioneer stock Scotch-Irish and helped to settle and
make this country what it is and she is connected by blood and marriage with nearly every leading pioneer
family of Madison and Garrard Counties . . .”
132
ix. S. DELANEY KAVANAUGH, b. ca. 1857; died young
133
x. LEWIS KAVANAUGH, b. 21 Jan. 1859; d. 31 May 1863
134
xi. JOHN F. KAVANAUGH, b. 20 Apr. 1861; d. 31 July 1863
[Fifth Generation]

71.
CHARLES NICHOLAS5 KAVANAUGH (William,4 William,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), was the fourth
son of William and Elizabeth “Betsy” (Freeman) Kavanaugh.
He married Lucy Emrin LILLARD (b. 1 Apr. 1830; d. June 1916), the daughter of Thomas Jefferson and Nancy
(Mountjoy) Lillard, a direct descendant of Capt. John Lillard, Revolutionary War soldier of Virginia.
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“At the outbreak of the War Between the States, Mrs. Kavanaugh’s husband (Chas. Nicholas) cast his lot with the Southern
Confederacy, going out with Gen. Simon Boliver Buckner. After serving in the ranks for a year, he was compelled on account
of illness to return home, and lived only a year afterwards. On his route home he passed through the mountains of eastern
Kentucky where he lost his way. He simply gave the reins to Old Grey, a horse that he had ridden from home, and she, with
unerring instinct brought him safely into the open country where he reached home without further difficulty. Suffice it to say,
Old Grey was tenderly cared for the rest of her life, and Mrs. Kavanaugh retained as a memento, one of Old Grey’s shoes. During
the war she (Lucy) was living on the farm, which she afterward sold to the late James R. York and came to town to live with her
daughter, Mrs. J. W. Gilbert . . .”[History of Anderson County].
ISSUE
Charles Nicholas and Lucy Emrin (Lillard) Kavenaugh:
135
i. MARY KAVANAUGH; d. infancy
136
ii. AILEEN KAVANAUGH; m. in 1876 Dr. John Webster GILBERT (d. 1893), son of Hon. James Gilbert; moved to
Lawrenceburg, Ky.; issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

137+

EMMA GILBERT
WILLIAM KAVANAUGH GILBERT
(Dr.) JOHN WHITTINGTON GILBERT
GEORGE HUBBARD GILBERT
ROBERTS GILBERT
JAMES FREEMAN GILBERT

iii. CHARLES WILLIAM KAVANAUGH, b. 7 Apr. 1858
[Sixth Generation]

91.
SOPHIA ELIZABETH6 KAVANAUGH, (Philemon IV,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2
1
Philemon ), the daughter of Philemon IV and Margaret J. (Palmer) Kavanaugh, was born 13 April 1830 near
Point Leavell, five miles east of Lancaster, Garrard County, Kentucky, and died 1 July 1871 in Jefferson
County, Indiana. “. . .buried in the beautiful golden glory of July setting sun” in the family lot, Abner Bear
farm.
She was married 30 April 1847 in Manville, Indiana, by the groom’s uncle, Chauncy Lewis, Justice of the Peace,
to Oliver Lewis BEAR, b. 1826, Pleasant Ridge, Jefferson Co. Indiana; d. 31 Dec. 1896, Lockport, Henry Co., Ky.
Sophia, after completing her housework, would spend her leisure time reading, a pastime which she very much enjoyed.
The following is the only surviving letter of those exchanged between Sally Denny of Garrard County, Kentucky, and her
cousin Sophia Elizabeth Kavanaugh of Jefferson County, Indiana. The letter was written prior to Sophia’s marriage; Sally Denny
went on to marry three times! [see p. 151]
February 15, 1846
Dearest Sophiah
I embrace the present opportunity of writing to let you know that I am well and hope when these few lines reach you they will
find you enjoying the same blessing. I have no news of interest to write only that we are well and doing well, William and A [?]
just came home from Uncle Walkers They were all well Aunt Jane received your letter yesterday which gave her much pleasure
in hearing you are all well, Elizabeth is very anxious to go to see you she is going to Richmond to school this spring Uncle Archy
and Aunt Dorcas was at Aunt Jane’ They were all very well and in good spirits Tell Uncle Fill that Uncle Arch says he will be to
see him in three weeks if nothing happens and I am coming too, if Father and Mother will let me and if I come I want you to have
some of your best looking boys there for we have some very smart boys and I want to see if yours can beat them and if you have
them there mayby there will be some chance of getting me for a neighbor I was invited to a party the fourteen but I did not attend
I herd you were going to marry to your masher [the student Woollens. Funk & Wagnall’s, New Comprehensive International Dictionary
(NY:1977) defines a masher as “a man who persistently annoys women unacquainted with him, as by attempting familiarities, etc.”] and if you
are wait till I come down and I will wait on you Little did I think when Uncle Fill was appraising him he was going to have him
for a son-in-law. Well Sophy if he is smart and industrious you had better marry him before I come down for I will try and cut
you out for I am older and talk so pitiful that I think if his hart is not as hard or adamant he can not withstand my entreaties
There is a great deal of marrying going on now and more deaths than ever I heard of; particularly among children, the scarlet
fever is most contagious. Ameli Jane and William Adams are well Their little son James has not got entirely well yet [see sketch
#58, this chapter, of Jane (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker, p. 148].

Charles and Nancy Spillman was at Uncle Walker’s this morning Nancy’s health is better than it was All the friends as far as I
have herd are well I have not seen Uncle John but once since he came back You told me to tell you who your aunt was It is very
hard for me to say for I don’t know I mus bring my Epistle to a close You must answer this letter soon I would have answered
yours sooner if William had not written to you Write and tell me all about your beau and about how your getting along and if
you visit much or if you stay at home as I do There was a great preacher preached at Gilbert’s Creek last Saturday. His name
was walter scot He is the man that baptized a Campbell He is said to be a very smart man You must excuse my bad writing and
spelling for my pen is bad and my hand is tired Give my love to Uncle Fill and Aunt Margarette and the children. Tell them I
want to see them all and if it is in my power I will come and see them I must now close by giving you my best love So Farewell
Dear Sophiah
Sally Denny
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Lancaster, Ky
Feb 17
[letter sealed with sealing wax]

The following is the result of an interview with grandmother, Mrs Mabel G. (Bear) Posegate, 24th of February 1950, during
which the author asked her what she remembered of her grandparents. Two months later, grandmother died of a cerebral
hemorrhage.
“This afternoon when I came home (after school) I found my grandmother MGB Posegate talking with my mother. I told her I
was now going to concentrate on her branch of the family. I asked her if she knew her grandparents and what she knew about
them. Here is what she said: ‘Once at a railway station A _____ she met her grandfather Bear who was a well dressed man who
doubtlessly was a good man but left the lion’s share of raising his large family and helping fall to his son O. F. Bear. I fear there
was no love lost between them though no ill will or hatred was known to exists. Consequently I was not instilled with any love for
my grandfather. My father said ‘that man is your grandfather.’ Grandfather Bear did not make any fuss over me (he had been
standing with a small group of men) and after my father had talked with him for a while, we went and visited. I had been
prejudiced against my grandfather by my great aunt Mira (Kavanaugh) Wright, a younger sister of my grandmother Bear whom
I never met. Mira was good woman who was dearly loved by me. But she loved and revered the memory of her sister who she
held as a high example to me. She told me that while grandmother Bear managed to raise her family and keep her home she was
very fond of reading and that O. L. Bear was jealous of her books and would throw them up on the highboy where with great
difficulty short grandmother would have to reclaim [the books]. Grandfather Bear was a rather common, middle class person
who dressed well but definitely married someone high above him in social rank and delicacy of feeling. He did drink, though not
in excess, and like all the Bears was brilliant and had a fine mind. Grandmother Bear was the daughter of a president of the
lower seminary (Hanover) and would have married a well-bred boarder she loved if not his lack of money did not bring down
paternal disapproval. He, a man by the name of Woolens, became quite successful in later life, after he left the college; instead,
she married O. L. Bear and lived a good but trying life.”
Too little of her is known to say more. Additional insight into the personal relationships between family members may be
gleaned from this excerpt from a letter dated 25 March 1958 addressed to Charles, Victoria and family, by Mrs. Anna (Sherlock)
Watson (b. 11 June 1882), of Madison, Indiana:
“I think there has always been a little tendency in the family to give to [revere] our maternal relatives (Kavanaughs) on
Mama’s and your grandfather’s sides and to think less favorably on the paternal side (the Bears). While there has been a greater
variety of relatives and many of them noted in many ways, yet there is no reason, that I can see, but that there should be some
benefits derived also from the Bear side. They were of German extraction, which probably had something to do with it, and while
every family has its weaker offshoots, I can’t see that there is any reason to think less of our paternal than our maternal
forebears.
The Bears were practical, a very thrifty people, and there’s been some prominent names amongst them also. Most of them of
this line [which] I have given you have been honorable, thrifty, good livers, and well respected, because I have personally known
quite a large number of them during my lifetime and can personally vouch for them.”
From Sophia E. (Bear) Sherlock’s, Journal, April 30, 1893 [p. 183]:
“My father (Oliver Lewis Bear), it will have been eleven years this fall since I have seen whom visited Uncle George [Bear] the
7th of April but did [not] come to see me although he told Johnny [Sherlock] he was coming, and he has been here several times
in those years and never came to see me. He was appointed guardian at Mother’s death and been offended ever since settlement.
Thought I should not ask for settlement or take about half the amount although I have never received anything but two silver
five-cent pieces from him since I was nine years and four months old. And he came to see me so very little when I was a child and
when I loved him as a child does a father and then I think of the care, and expense and love and kindness bestowed on me, a
sickly child, by Ma and Pa Adams [her foster parents] and the education and accomplishments I received at their expense, and
their kindness and aid to Johnny and the children and me, I think what a difference.”
Journal, May 19th:“Tonight when my children were retiring Enoch came to the head of the stairs and said ‘Mama, can you
spare the baby to us tonight’ When I told him she had better sleep with us, he said, ‘Please, let us have her, Mama.’ We all went
to Brooksburg on Sunday to Hattie McKay’s and attended SS [Sunday School] and meeting. Brother Beach’s theme was ‘Paul’s
Vision.”
In Lineage Memorial, the authoress wrote of herself: “The most precious memory of her earliest childhood was her Mother of
whom she received religious and moral instruction in those early years and of whom she was deprived by death July 1, 1871.”
AUTHOR’S HYPOTHESIS
It is the theory of the author that having foiled his daughter’s first suitor, Woolens, Philemon Kavanaugh gave into the suitor
Bear, who was an artist at the time. I think that Philemon either set aside land or money [coverture] that his new son-in-law could
not touch. It was not unusual in Victorian times for a husband to have control of his wife’s inheritance or money; I believe that
Oliver resented the settlement, and distanced himself from his own children.
Only an abbreviated genealogy of this family is provided here. The family is covered extensively in a forthcoming volume.
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Issue of Sophia [Kavanaugh] and Oliver Lewis Bear:
i. MARY JANE BEAR, b. 16 June 1848 near Bee Camp, Jefferson Co., In.; d. 1909 Dayton Oh.; m. 6 Oct. 1868 to
Maxmillian GENTER; no issue.
ii. IRWIN HAYDEN BEAR, b. 24 Nov. 1849 Pleasant Ridge, Jefferson Co., In.; drowned in the Ohio River 26 Sep.
1865; buried Bear graveyard. He was named for his uncle Irwin; he, in turn had a namesake, the Reverend Hayden
Bear (1872-1896).
iii. OLIVER FRANKLIN BEAR, b. 15 Oct. 1851, Pleasant Ridge, Jefferson County, Indiana. He married first Gertrude
KNIGHTON (b. 10 Jan. 1855 in Hoboken, N. J.), the elder daughter of “Sir” Charles John Knighton, Sr., and wife,
Mary Ann Hill. Gertrude died at 36 ½ Barr Street, Cincinnati, on Sunday, 21 March 1886, and is buried in Spring
Grove Cemetery. [The KNIGHTON chapter will be in Volume II of this work.]
Secondly, he married Henrietta MOORE, (1860-1925) and had issue.
Frank was baptized 31 March 1865 in the 1st Baptist Church of Madison, Indiana, at the age of fourteen. His eldest
brother, Irwin Hayden Bear, was drowned in the Ohio River that same year. The early death of Frank’s mother in
1871 broke up the Bear family and the younger children were dispersed to live with various relatives. Frank left
school to help support his siblings. The first money that he earned went to pay for a pair of glasses for his beloved
sister, Sophia Bear.
Frank soon found his way to Indianapolis where he met Gertrude Knighton and presented her with a Christmas gift
book in 1867. He was working as a clerk at the Trade Palace, a dry goods store in Indianapolis, where he became
familiar with dress goods. Through industry and his characteristic attention to detail, Frank became expert in the
selection of fine woolens and quality silk. He was disgusted by inferior cloth, speaking of it as “shoddy goods.” He
was for many years a buyer and the head of his department at Le Boutillier & Simpson Company. His buying trips
to New York City, home of his wife’s Hill relatives, allowed him to keep in touch with the extended family who
remained in New York. His wife’s death in 1886 was sudden and unexpected.
Frank had given small gifts of appreciation to his employees at Christmas in 1886. One of these, a new employee,
a Miss Henrietta Moore, was inadvertently forgotten. In May 1887, Frank joined his father-in-law Charles John
Knighton and his sister-in-law Mamie Knighton on a trip to Washington, D. C. And New York to visit the Beggs
and Mathews families. Upon his return from that trip, he so redressed the omission of the 1886 Christmas gift to
Miss Henrietta Moore that, by the following Christmas, she had consented to become his second wife!
Oliver lived to see and be photographed with his great grandson, Charles von D. Knighton in 1932. Oliver died 13
Mar. 1935 in Cincinnati, Ohio, and is buried between his wives, Section 104, Lot 114, Spring Grove Cemetery,
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Issue of Oliver Franklin and Gertrude (Knighton) Bear:
i. OLIVER LOUIS BEAR, b. 4 Feb. 1879; m. Jennie Frances PRENTICE. They had issue.
ii. GEORGE HOWARD BEAR, b. Cincinnati, Oh., 21 Sep. 1881; d. Mobile, Al., 5 Dec. 1938; bur. there. He m. Vivian
WILSON of Mobile; no issue
iii. MABEL GERTRUDE BEAR, b. 8 June 1885 d. Cincinnati, 28 April 1950. She married Charles Sargent POSEGATE (b. 20
Nov. 1871; d. 8 Sep. 1963 in hospital, Cincinnati, Oh.), son of (Deacon) Isaac Newton and Victoria (Sargent) Posegate. Poet
laureate of Ohio from 1936 until her death, she published four volumes of poetry, including Burning Gold (Falmouth
Publishing House, 1947). [Who’s Who in America, vol. 26, 1950-51, p. 2198: “Posegate, Mabel, Poet”; Lima News, Lima,
OH, 28 Apr 1950 p. 1]
i. MABEL VICTORIA POSEGATE, b. 1 Feb. 1907 in the historic Ferris homestead, Cincinnati, Oh., and d. 5 Nov. 1975,
Cincinnati. She is buried near her parents in Spring Grove Cemetery. She married briefly George Duhme
NÜSTEDT/Newstedt, 21 Dec. 1931; annulled; married secondly, Gendall H. BROWNLEE, 21 June 1932; a troubled
marriage, it ended in divorce in 1950. She was also known as Mrs. Victoria Knighton.
i. CHARLES von DIETRICH KNIGHTON, b. 28 Sep. 1932, Cincinnati, Oh; never married. Served in Seoul,
Korea, 1952-53, Army Troop Information and Education; graduated from the University of Cincinnati in 1960
with a BS in design; working life spent in commercial interior design; elected National Board Member for the
American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) Missouri-East 1977-78; retired 1988; served eight years as
Director of the Cincinnati Scandinavian Society; is active in the Cincinnati branch, Royal Scottish Country Dance
Association.
ii. ROBERT BRUCE BROWNLEE, b. 29 July 1948, Cincinnati, Oh.; thriving; grew up in Florida; graduated
University of Florida in 1972 with a BS in Chemistry; Phi Beta Kappa; head chemist at Polychrome and the
Cincinnati Division of the Borden Co., for ten years. He was offered a position in Tennessee when the industry
left Cincinnati, but chose not to leave. Bruce had a hobby of buying and restoring old houses and mansions and
renting apartments therein. That hobby turned into his present vocation.
ii. AARON KNIGHTON POSEGATE, b. 19 Mar 1908 Cincinnati; d. 14 Oct. 1975 Ft. Lauderdale, Fl.; never married.
iii. ELINOR KNIGHTON POSEGATE, b. 3 Dec. 1912, m. Urban Anthony KROGMANN (d. 29 Nov 1990).
i. BARBARA K. KROGMANN, b. 1936; m. Donald H. HESSE; no issue.
ii. JOAN CAROL KROGMANN, b. 1945; m. Raymond SHEPPARD; one son.
iv. CHARLES KNIGHTON POSEGATE, b. 19 Feb. 1918; d. 28 Feb. 1973; had issue by two wives.
Issue of Oliver Franklin and Henrietta F. (Moore) Bear
i. ROBERT FRANKLIN BEAR, b. 14 Nov 1888; unmarried; d. 21 Nov. 1910, Louisville, Ky.; buried Spring Grove Cemetery,
Cincinnati, Oh.
ii. HENRIETTA MOORE BEAR, b. 15 Jan. 1899; d. 20 June 1983. She married Kimble Ware STEVENSON; one son.
iii. ALICE MIRA BEAR, b. 1 June 1900; d. 19 January 1986. She married Arthur C. ARMACOST and had children.
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iv. ELLA FLORENCE BEAR, b. 16 Aug. 1854; d. 2 Aug. 1856; buried Bear graveyard.
v. HATTIE BRUNETTE BEAR, b. 16 Sep. 1856, Pleasant Ridge, Indiana. She married George McKAY, (19 Mar
1854-9 July 1920). Hattie died 17 Jan. 1922 and is buried at Morris Chapel, near Brooksburg, Jefferson County,
Indiana. They had seven children, Brainard C., William L., Dale, Gilbert, Curtis Stanley, Huey Harry, and Cleo
Lodge McKay. Huey’s daughter Connie (McKay) McCormick is the family historian.
vi. DELANEY KAVANAUGH BEAR, b. 28 Sep. 1858 in Madison, Indiana. He married Cathrine CHABOUDY, b.
March 1859, and had issue. They lived in Pittsburgh, Penn. Delaney died in 1923, burial place unknown.
vii. ABNER PHILEMON BEAR, b. 17 Aug. 1860; d. 30 Sep. 1864
viii. SOPHIA ELIZABETH BEAR, b. Madison, Ind., 3 July 1863. She married the Rev. John Frederick SHERLOCK,
1859-1911. John’s father was native to Ladbergen, County of Teckenburg near Osnabruck, Hannover, Germany.
Sophia taught school and is the author of the book Lineage Memorial, from which much of the earlier information
came for this book. She died 13 May 1937 and is buried near her husband’s church in Pleasant Ridge, Brooksburg,
Jefferson County, Indiana. They had six children.
ix. CORA CENESCA BEAR, b. 13 Sep. 1865 in Madison, Indiana; d. 16 May 1925, Columbus, Oh.; m. Everett
SCANLAND (b. 3 Feb. 1856; d. 2 May 1907 Oh.). She is buried with son F. Hillery Scanland’s family in Lot 49,
Section II Eastlawn Cemetery, 1401 Woodland Ave., Columbus, Ohio. Issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

OWEN REESE SCANLAND
IMOGENE SCANLAND; m. A. FREUND
ROBERT SCANLAND, b. Nov. 1885; d. 23 Aug. 1886
FRANK HILLERY SCANLAND, b. 3 June 1887; m. Luella King WIRTHLINE; issue:
i. MARY GRACE SCANLAND, b. 27 Jan. 1913
ii. ROBERT HILLERY SCANLAND, b. 1 June 1915
iii. ESTER MAY SCANLAND, b. 28 May 1917
iv. JANET LOUISE SCANLAND, b. 28 Nov. 1919
v. MARTHA ELIZABETH SCANLAND, b. 26 Sept. 1921
vi. CATHERINE BELLE SCANLAND, b. 14 Aug. 1928
[Sixth Generation]

95.
DELANEY6 KAVANAUGH (Philemon IV,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), son
of Philemon IV and Margaret (Palmer) Kavanaugh, was born 7 October 1836 in Kentucky and died 26
February 1903, at aged sixty-six years, four months and nineteen days. He is buried in the officer’s circle in
the National Cemetery, Little Rock, Arkansas.
He married the widow, Mrs. Kate (HARTLEY) Spann, but had no issue. The following letter dated, 4 February
1906, Stuttgart, Arkansas, was written by Kate to their niece, Mabel (Bear) Posegate shortly after Mabel’s
elopement:
“Dear Mabel - How very glad I was to get your letter, it does seem strange to think little Mabel, is grown and married. I was
glad to hear that the home folks decided to act kindly in the matter. It was the best thing to do, and I rejoice to know you have
married so worthily. The very day your letter came, I took dinner with the Hutchinsons. I asked Mabel to read a letter I rec’d
that morning I wanted to hear her explain and she did. ‘She thought it grand!” She immediately got out the photo of your
husband for me to see what manner of man he was. She sends congratulations to both. Dear Mabel your married life is just
beginning. Mine has closed. Perhaps you know I had been married to Dr. N. C. Spann, before Maj. K. and I were married. He
wanted me, before I married Dr. S. and had loved me when we were quite young. I married him and came south at once after
having been a widow seventeen years. We lived together twenty-five years and now my soldier husband, sleeps with his comrades
in Little Rock. He was always called the Gallant Maj. K. - it was his wish for his sister to have his sword when I was through
with it. I decided to give it to her now. For I am restless and on the move most of my time. This year I will be seventy years old
and ‘the going hence’ may come to me any hour. I have a home here where I am better satisfied than anywhere else. Dear, good
Sallie, is faithful in writing to me, and letters give me, great pleasure. The weather has been so warm and pleasant even today. A
change has come and now I’ll be housed for a while. I think some of going to South Dakota, for the summer if I keep strong
enough to travel. May your life dear child be full of sunshine and happiness, and God’s peace be with you. I would be pleased to
hear from you again.”
Your loving Aunt,
Kate H. Kavanaugh
Mr. A. H. Soekland wrote this touching obituary following the death of his old comrade Major Kavanaugh. He had first met
Major Kavanaugh on the battle field of Resaca, Georgia, and had a reunion with him in 1866 at Indianapolis, Indiana, when both
attended the first National Encampment of Civil War veterans ever held in the United States.
“. . . Early in April in 1861, when the army of the south under Beauregard fired on Fort Sumner, Governor Morton of Indiana
called for the enlistment of 10, 000 volunteers on the 15th day of April 1861. Delaney Kavanaugh at once offered his service to
his country and was mustered into the Sixth Indiana Regt. of Vol. Inft., to serve for three months. Upon the organization of this
Co., “A,” of which he was a member, he was chosen 3rd Duty Sergeant and served with such marked bravery at Rich Mountain,
Green River and Cheat Mountain under General G. P. McClellan. At the end of his three months service, the 6th Regt. was sent
home to be mustered out, but he immediately re-enlisted for 3 years or during the war, and was elected 2nd Lieut. of his

-154-

KAVANAUGH of the Old South
Donaldson, Mill Springs, Shilo, Corinth, Chickamauga, Knoxville, and then with Sherman in his march to the Sea. Lieut.
Kavanaugh was promoted to 1st Lieut. shortly after the Battle of Shilo, and to Capt. for meritorious conduct on the Battle field at
Stone River and again to that of Major of the Regt. at the Battle of Chickamagua. Major Kavanaugh was severely wounded at the
Battle of Stone River, December, 1862 while on the skirmish line and again in front of Atlanta. There are few men that served in
the Union Army with such distinction from the Ranks to the Command of his Regiment. Major Kavanaugh leaves a widow, all
alone, no children came to bless this union and while it was sad indeed to see the feeble companion follow his remains to their
last resting place it was nevertheless a sweet consolation to know that no one could say a harmful word against the life of Major
Kavanaugh. Loving friends went with him and laid his body to rest in the officer’s circle in the National Cemetery in Little Rock
(Arkansas) . . .”
His widow entrusted Major Kavanaugh’s sword to his sister, Myra (Kavanaugh) Wright, to be kept as an heirloom.
[Sixth Generation]

99
SEMIRA6 “Mira” WOODS KAVANAUGH (Philemon IV,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2
1
Philemon ), fifth daughter of Philemon IV and Margaret (Palmer) Kavanaugh, was born 18 September 1844
in Madison, Indiana, and died in Brooksburg, Jefferson County, Indiana, 12 November 1911. She was buried
there with her second husband, who had preceded her in death 15 October - only a month before.
Mira, who was a namesake for Uncle John Kavanaugh’s wife, Semiramus Woods, was married first, 25 June 1862,
at Hopewell, Indiana, to Nathan ABRAMS. William Abrams, their only child, died in 1863; her husband, Nathan
died in 1864.
Mira married secondly, 24 September 1868, Marion WRIGHT, son of Aljah and Sarah (Kerns) Wright. Aljah
was one of several brothers to become wealthy in the New Orleans trade by river.
About 1860, when Mira was but a child, a family visit took place with her great Aunt Jane (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker and
extended kinfolk. During her visit with them a group photograph was taken of Aunt Jane, Cousin Archie Denny (of the
Confederate St. Alban’s, Vermont, Raid), cousin Lizzie Denny, cousin Sally Denny, and young Semira. The photograph, a
tintype, given as a keepsake to the child, Mira, has been passed on to the compiler of this history.
By 1871, Mira’s first child by her second marriage, Charlie Wright, had died and another child was expected; still, she and her
husband opened the Wright home to the orphaned children of Sophia E. (Kavanaugh) Bear. The lure of the river soon called
nephew Delaney Bear away and the Wright family followed brother Delaney Kavanaugh to the wilds of Arkansas. It was here
that the second child (Harry), the one who was expected in 1871, died of swamp fever in 1886. The Wright’s generosity was
again called upon when nephew O. Frank Bear’s wife died suddenly in 1886. Frank brought his sons and his daughter, who was
then less than a year old, to the home of their great aunt.
In 1888, Frank Bear married secondly, Henrietta Moore, and they reclaimed the children. Henrietta found that little Mabel had
developed such a deep southern accent during the time she spent in Arkansas, she had to teach Mabel to speak all over again.
Mabel never quite forgot her southern speech and in the privacy of her own home would often express affection to her family
with those soft southern words. In later years the Wrights relocated to Brooksburg, Indiana, but the frequent visits back and forth
continued. Mira’s daughter Sallie regarded Mabel as a foster “kid sister” and they corresponded regularly. As a wedding gift,
Mira gave Mabel half of her monogrammed coin silver flatware in 1905.
Letter from Mira to her great niece Mabel (Bear) Posegate:
February 5, 1908
My dear Mabel - You will see Auntie has been thinking of you darling and am better. Tho very frail yet. The first work I did
embroidered a scarf for Sallie’s dressing table and this for your sideboard. I want you to have something Auntie made with her
own hands. Am too weak and nervous to do any fine work yet. But I can do it, if I get well enough will make something for Baby
Victoria. It seems to me Dearie, you ought to call her that. I can’t think of but one Baby Mabel. Oh how I would like to see her
sweet bright little face. Surely Mabel dear you and Charles have reason to be proud of your little girl. Now keep your spitits up
kid. Laugh all you can. If you want to have a good baby you must be good yourself and Charles must do all he can to help you.
Am thankful you have such a good husband. I appreciate Charles for I think sometimes good Christian men are scarce. Well I
started to write a little note, not a letter, of course Dodie [her daughter] tells you all the news. Had a card from her this morning
with your address. Would have sent the scarf some time ago, but did not have your address and kept forgetting to ask Sallie for
it. We would be very glad to hear from our little girl. Send us a picture of tad if you can get it with one of those little grins. We’d
give anything for one kiss and hug for Auntie and accept lots of love for you and Charles from Auntie.
MKW
[The baby, Mabel Victoria, was the author’s mother and was indeed known as Victoria as Aunt Mira had wished; see Lineage
Memorial, p. 103]
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ISSUE
Marion and Semira (Kavanaugh) Wright:
138
i. CHARLES S. WRIGHT, b. 19 June 1869; d. 21 June 1870 Brooksburg, In.
139
ii. HARRY H. WRIGHT, b. 23 Sept. 1871; d. 9 Jan. 1886
140+ iii. SARAH KERNS WRIGHT, b. 15 Apr. 1873
141
iv. JAMES G. WRIGHT, b. 15 Apr. 1873; d. 29 Apr. 1873
[Sixth Generation]

115.
MARGARET6 FAULKNER (Jane M.,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), was
born 16 February 1835 [tombstone] in Kentucky, the second daughter of John Faulkner (b. Ky.) and Jane
Miller Kavanaugh (b. Tn.). Margaret died 17 April 1892, while still a young woman in her fifties, and is
buried with her first husband in the Richmond Cemetery, Madison County, Kentucky, close to the obelisk of
her ancestor, Col. John Miller.
Margaret was “a very beautiful and accomplished woman.” She married first, 20 April 1852, William Henry
WHITE (b. 8 Oct. 1825; d. 25 March 1865), who was a good provider and the father of her thirteen children.
On 5 November 1868 Margaret (Faulkner) White and The Reverend Doctor Robert J. BRECKENRIDGE (b. 8 March 1800
Ky.; d. 27 Dec. 1871; buried Lexington, Ky.), exchanged marriage vows. This would be his third marriage and this, her second
marriage, enhancing her social position. She helped him in many ways, and by August of 1869 was composing letters for her
husband, who suffered too greatly to write. Ill health forced him to resign from the seminary in October 1869. Robert was the
uncle of John Cabell Breckenridge (1821-1875), U. S. Vice-President 1857-1861. Dr. Breckenridge was regarded as the real
founder of the Kentucky common schools, giving a free education to every white girl and boy in Kentucky. During his first term
in office, 1847-1850, as Superintendent, he greatly expanded Kentucky’s public school system. His own step-children, however,
called him “the old devil.”
Margaret married thirdly, this time for love, The Reverend Robert L. BRECK, a lesser known Presbyterian minister, who was
Chancellor 1874-1880, Central University at Richmond, Kentucky. On the granite slab covering his grave, Margaret had the
following inscribed:
Robert Breck, born May 18, 1827
Died February 15, 1915
Minister of the Gospel
Prominent Educator
Fine Intellect
A noble character
“The old White homestead in which Margaret resided was a veritable mansion, built on the old English castle style. It had an
arcade in front which was paved with brick and contained seven or eight arches which served as entrances. Its towers and large
rooms were all expensively furnished. Its owner had also built what was known as ‘White’s Chapel’ on the place, where services
are still held. Cousin Margaret’s magnificent home was destroyed by fire thirty years ago. Her daughter, Cousin Jenny Faulkner
White, who lived in the White mansion with her husband until it burned, is still living and is very handsome, with no trace of age
about her, although she is well advanced in years.” [Mabel Posegate, I Live in Cincinnati, unpubl. mss., 1942]
ISSUE

William Henry and Margaret (Faulkner) White:
142
i. PAULINE WHITE, b. ca. 1846 [age 34 and unm. in Madison Co., Ky., 1880 census]
143
ii. JOHN FAULKNER WHITE, b. 1848; d. 1926; m. Ann Clay Field (1862-1943), daughter of Sally Wills Embry and
Ezekial Field III; issue:
i. SARAH EMBRY WHITE; m. Geoffrey MORGAN; sons:
i. GEOFFREY MORGAN
ii. JOHN WHITE MORGAN
ii. WILLIAM HENRY WHITE (1881-1955; m. Mayme Hart (1875-1962); issue:
i. MADGE HART WHITE (b. 1903; d. 1908)
iii. JANE FIELD WHITE; m. Rice Garland WOODS; three children:
i. DIANA FIELD WOODS
ii. ERNEST LINWOOD WOODS
iii. MARGARET WHITE WOODS
iv. EZEKIAL FIELD WHITE; m. Madge Burnam; no issue
v. MARGARET FAULKNER WHITE, 1884-1967); never married
vi. GEORGE DURRETT WHITE, b. 6 Feb. 1891; d. 4 Nov. 1893
vii. ANN CLAY WHITE; m. James Raymond CARLILE of Columbus, Oh.; issue:
i. SUZANN CARLILE; m. Archibald TRIMBLE; had issue; m/2, Herbert H. GORMAN
ii. JAMES R. CARLILE; m. Betty White.
viii. JOHN FAULKNER WHITE, Jr. (1894-1967); no issue.

144
145

iii. GEORGE DENNY WHITE, b. ca. 1850; m. his cousin, Jane/Jennie Faulkner (b. 2 Oct. 1864; d. 11 Feb. 1947)
iv. JANE/JENNY FAULKNER WHITE, b. 9 May 1853; d. 20 Nov. 18??; m. John Duncan GOODLOE; of their issue:
i. HARRY GOODLOE, b. 4 May 1874; d. 5 Dec. 1894
ii. WILLIAM W. GOODLOE, b. 21 Feb. 1876; d. 22 Feb. 1894
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146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154

v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.
xii.
xiii.

SALLIE WHITE, b. 1854; thriving during 1880 census
MARY FAULKNER WHITE, b. 1857; m. William LUSK
DURRETT WHITE, b. 22 June 1858; d. 2 July 1862
ELIZABETH F. WHITE, b. 30 Apr. 1860; d. 11 June 1860
MARY F. WHITE, b. 30 Apr. 1860; d. 30 June 1862
DANIEL WHITE, b. ca. 1862; at age 18 was a student [1880 census]
WILLIAM H. WHITE, Jr., b. 8 Oct. 1862; d. 12 Dec. 1862
BETTY WHITE, b. ca. 1864, was “at school” in 1880 [census]
WALKER WHITE, b. 26 Aug. 1864; d. 11 Dec. 1869
[Sixth Generation]

123.
ARCHIBALD6 KAVANAUGH WALKER, (Jane Miller,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2
Philemon1), son of John W. and Jane Miller (Kavanaugh) Faulkner-Walker, born 9 October 1852, died 6
April 1931 on Richmond Pike, Lancaster District, Ky.
He was married first, 27 May 1875, to Sabra Judith OWSLEY (b. 7 June 1855; d. 21 Mar. 1888), daughter of
Walter W. and Isabelle Ann (Pennington) Owsley. [One of the Owsley family homes is currently the headquarters of
the Garrard County Historical Society.] Archibald K. Walker was married secondly, in 1889, to Susan FRANCIS
(b. May 1867; d. 15 Jan. 1955; buried Lancaster Cemetery), daughter of Joseph and Edna (Withers) Francis.
“The Walker boys have always been sportsmen, loving horses and dogs, the races and hunts. Archie, who in the past figured in
the National Hunts has yet in his seventies a boyish enthusiasm in the Derby and the chase” [Lineage Memorial, p. 147].
Such was the fame of the Walker kennels that international sportsman Edward Frederick Lindley Wood , Lord Halifax, (b. 16
April 1881 Powderham Castle, Devonshire; d. 23 Dec. 1959 Garroby Hall, near York, England), visited them. In 1928 the
kennels were owned by Ed and Robert Walker, the latter being the winner of the $1,000 prize for the best fox hound at the
National Hunt in Virginia. A type of fox hound bred in their kennels is still known as “a Walker hound.”
When asked what he would like to do, Archibald replied that his favorite activity was to sit on his veranda and talk with friends
[Statement by his granddaughter, Mrs. Sabra Hobbs, in interview with author in 1998]. As owner of a considerable amount of
valuable land, it was not necessary for Arch to do anything but manage his holdings.
ISSUE
Archibald Kavanaugh and Sabra Judith (Owsley) Walker:
155+
i. ISABELLE PENNINGTON WALKER, b. 11 March 1876
156
ii. WALTER OWSLEY WALKER; m. Annie Pence of Stanford, Ky. He has an heirloom silver ladle.
157
iii. EDWIN N. WALKER, b. June 1882 KY; m. Martha Ramey
158
iv. STEPHEN ASHER WALKER, b. 22 June 1884; d. 20 Nov. 1958; m. Louise Farris
(b. 1 Jan. 1886; d. 12 Nov. 1959); both buried Lancaster Cemetery; one daughter:
i. GEORGETTA WALKER, b. 10 Feb. 1910; d. 9 July 1992; m. Leslie Peter EVANS (b. 22 Sep. 1905; d. 9 Apr.
1972); both are buried Lancaster Cemetery. Georgetta was a student in the Dept of Education, University of Ky,
Class of 1932.
ISSUE
Archibald Kavanaugh and Susan (Francis) Walker:
159
i. WADE HAMPTON WALKER, b. 1899; postmaster of Lancaster for many years.
160
ii. WILLIAM WALKER, b. 1901; thriving, 1930 US census of Kentucky
161
iii. ARCHIBALD WOODS WALKER, b. 1902; d. 25 May 1993 [tombstone has 1901 as birth year].
162
iv. LOUIS F. WALKER, b. 1909; Class of 1928 Lancaster High School
[Sixth Generation]

124.
WILLIAM LACKEY 6 KAVANAUGH (Archibald Woods,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2
1
Philemon ), son of Archibald Woods and Dorcas Alexander (Lackey) Kavanaugh, was born 16 March 1841 in
either Kentucky or Tennessee. He died 11 July 1896 and is buried in Paint Lick Cemetery, Garrard County,
Kentucky.
He was married in Madison County, Kentucky, at age twenty-one, on 25 June 1862 to Jemima ROYSTON, age
eighteen (b. ca. 1843/4 Ky.; d. 15 July 1903; buried Old Paint Lick Cemetery), daughter of Lytle and Franky
(Henderson) Royston, with William Royston as the bondsman. Jemima’s great grandfather, Samuel Henderson, was
one of the first settlers, Boonesboro, Kentucky.
According to W. H. Miller in History and Genealogies. . ., William L. Kavanaugh was at one time elected as clerk of the
Garrard County Circuit Court, serving but one term in office. It was William who inherited his father’s mahogany sleigh daybed; which was, in turn, inherited by his daughter, Jennie Lackey Kavanaugh.
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ISSUE
William Lackey and Jemima (Royston) Kavanaugh:
163
i. JOHN W. KAVANAUGH, b. 23 March 1869; d. 23 July 1888 at age 19
164
ii. SUSAN “Susie” KAVANAUGH, b. 30 June 1874; d. 19 Nov. 1876; buried Paint Lick
165+ iii. JENNIE LACKEY KAVANAUGH, b. 24 March 1877
[The above dates taken from family Bible now in possession of Ben Hudson Kavanaugh of Huntsville, Alabama]
[Sixth Generation]

129.
SUSAN6 KAVANAUGH (Archibald Woods,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1),
daughter of Archibald Woods and Dorcas Alexander (Lackey) Kavanaugh, was born 16 January 1852 and
died 10 September 1928. She is buried in Lancaster, Kentucky.
Called “Susie,” she was married 14 January 1875 at the home of her father in Garrard County, Kentucky [Book
12:23], to Benjamin F. LEAVELL (b. 16 Apr. 1845; d. 15 Nov. 1891), son of John Y. and Jane Gordon (Doty)
Leavell and lived for a time near Point Leavell in Garrard County, home of Bradley Kincaid, the famous old
mountain ballad singer. The Leavell family lived in the old John Bruce stone house. Ben Leavell and Bob Guyn
were listed as elders emeritus of The First Presbyterian Church of Lancaster, Kentucky. Alexander R. Denny was
clerk of sessions 1904-1915, and E. M. Walker was clerk of session, 1915-1916.
ISSUE
Benjamin F. and Susan (Kavanaugh) Leavell:
166
i. WILLIAM K. LEAVELL, Jr., b. 9 May 1877; d. 21 Feb. 1943; m. Minnie Arnold (b. 14 Dec. 1878; d. 11 Jan.
1949); both buried Lancaster Cemetery; issue [1920 census Garrard Co.]
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

167
168
169
170
171

WILLIAM KAVANAUGH LEAVELL, b. 5 Aug. 1904; d. 10 Oct. 1926
CLAY LEAVELL, b. ca. 1907
ARCH WOODS LEAVELL, b. 11 May 1909; d. 19 July 1963; WWII service.
ROBERT LEE LEAVELL, b. ca. 1912
CABEL D. LEAVELL, b. 26 Sep. 1914; d. 24 Jan. 1985, cremated; WWII service.
LOUIS LEAVELL, b. ca. 1918/9

ii. JOHN Y. LEAVELL, b. 11 Jan. 1880; d. 24 Sep. 1907; buried Lancaster Cemetery.
iii. DORCAS K. LEAVELL, b. 12 June 1882; d. 31 July 1900; buried Lancaster Cemetery.
iv. SUSAN FRANCES LEAVELL, b. 26 Apr. 1884; d. 21 July 1961; m. Dr. John W. HARRIS as his third wife;
widowed, she m/2, Mr. SANDERS; buried Lancaster Cemetery
v. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN LEAVELL, Jr., b. 15 Sep. 1885; d. 21 Dec. 1949
vi. ARCHIBALD K. LEAVELL, b. 20 Aug. 1887; d. 14 Apr. 1968; m. Minnie Hurst (b. 27 Jan. 1891; d. 28 Apr.
1986); both buried Lancaster Cemetery.
[Sixth Generation]

130.
ARCHIBALD WOODS6 KAVANAUGH, Jr. (Archibald Woods,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3
2
Charles, Philemon1), son of Archibald Woods and Dorcas Alexander (Lackey) Kavanaugh, was born 25 Jan.
1854 Paint Lick, Garrard County, Kentucky, and died 24 Nov. 1921 at Lancaster, Kentucky. He is buried
with his wife in the Lancaster Cemetery.
He was married 1 November 1887, in Garrard County, Kentucky, [Book 16:145] to Edith “Ede” FRANCIS (b. 3
March 1863; d. 14 Jul. 1949; buried Lancaster Cemetery), a native of Madison County, Kentucky, daughter of
Joseph Lewis and Edna (Kennedy) Francis. The maternal grandparents of Edith were “young Tom” and Mary Susan
(Bohannon) Kennedy. [See Wilson, Alma Lackey; Genealogies of Kentucky Families, A-M. Filson Club, 1981. pp
621-622 on the Kennedy family.] The paternal grandparents of Edith were Lewis Francis (1790-1855) who married
Ede Kennedy (1791-1876) in Madison County, Ky., 22 Nov. 1813. The Francis family Bible, published by Edmund
Cushing, Lunenburg, Mass., 1828, had as the first handwritten entry the birth of Lewis Francis, 14 September 1790.
That Bible is now in the care of descendant Ben H. Kavanaugh, Jr., of Huntsville, Alabama. [See Kennedy family, end
of chapter]
Archibald Woods Kavanaugh, when he was young, was very brave. Prior to his marriage he was a deputy sheriff of Madison
County. There was a warrant or summons which needed to be served on Cassius Clay, the emancipationist. Cassius had big
cannons outside his front door at Whitehall and was known for his temper. None of the other deputies would deliver the
summons, so the young Archibald volunteered to go to Whitehall on horseback with the summons. He said that Mr. Clay was
very polite and nice to him [letter to the author from Joan Kavanaugh Lesueur].
About 1933, when times were hard for son Joe Miller Kavanaugh, he brought his young family to live near his widowed
mother. Ede seized the opportunity to instruct her young granddaughter, Joan, in the social graces and rules of deportment of a
vanished age, such as how a lady should walk and sit, etc..
Edith (Francis) Kavanaugh was artistically gifted. One of her landscape paintings, that of a romantic castle and estuary, now
graces the dining room in the home of Joan Kavanaugh Lesueur.
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ISSUE
Archibald Woods and Edith (Francis) Kavanaugh:
172
i. EDNA FRANCIS KAVANAUGH, b. 17 Feb. 1890 Paint Lick, Ky.; d. 10 May 1962 Wilson Co., N.C.; m. 17 July
1917 William Herbert ELLIS; 2 children:
i. WILLIAM HERBERT ELLIS, Jr., b. 2 Oct. 1918 Wilson Co., N.C.; killed in the Battle of the Bulge during WWII 10 Jan.
1945, he was buried at Liege, Belgium; m. 1943 to Vivian Morris.
ii. ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH ELLIS, b. 10 July 1920 Wilson Co., N.C.; m. 31 Dec. 1961 Ann Barkley; issue:
i. VIRGINIA BARKLEY ELLIS, b.1962; m. 1986 William Wesley MINTON III; four children.
i. ELLIS EDWARDS MINTON
ii. ELIZABETH BARKLEY MINTON
iii. CHARLES FOSTER MINTON
iv. WILLIAM WESLEY MINTON
ii. ARCHIBALD KAVANAUGH ELLIS, Jr., b. 1964; m. 1990 Adair Foster Wright; issue:
i. Archibald Kavanaugh Ellis III
ii. Archibald Foster Ellis

173

ii. MARTHA JANE, KAVANAUGH, b. 2 March 1892; d. 21 Oct. 1986 Lexington, Ky., buried Lancaster Cem; m/1 2
June 1920 Lancaster, Garrard Co., Ky., John Rogers SCOTT (b. 14 July 1890; d. 10 July 1958), a tobacco
auctioneer and farmer, who served in France in WWI; both buried Lancaster Cemetery; had issue; widowed, Martha
m/2, Howard COONLEY, Phila., Pa..
i. MARY KAVANAUGH SCOTT, b. 18 Feb. 1922; m. Samuel Barton WALTON, Jr., Lancaster, Ky., 25 Sep. 1946; issue:
i. MARTHA KAVANAUGH SCOTT WALTON, b. 1948 Lexington; m/1 Joseph Coleman BRIGHT, Jr., April 1971;
issue:
i. MARY SCOTT WALTON BRIGHT
ii. LAURA STONE KINKEAD BRIGHT
ii. SAM B. WALTON III, b. 1951 Lexington, Ky., m.1979 Anne Chenowith Huggins, Woodside, Ca..

174

iii. JOE MILLER KAVANAUGH, b. 8 June 1896; d. 26 Apr. 1963 118 Ashland Ave., Lexington, Ky.; buried in
Lancaster Cemetery. Joe Miller had been a Phi Delta Theta at Center College, Danville, Ky.. He served in WWI; m.
20 Apr. 1928 Nancy Hall CLAY, daughter of Mathew Coleman and Bernice (Hall) Clay, a descendant of Henry
and Rachel (Povall) Clay, of Bourbon Co., Ky.; one child:
i. JOAN CLAY KAVANAUGH, b. 16 Nov. 1929 Mt. Sterling, Ky.; a former Spanish instructor and librarian, she was m. 1960
at Lancaster, Ky., to Alexander Armand LESUEUR, a retired professor of music and flutist; son:
i. Alexander A. LESUEUR, Jr., b. 1961; a librarian, he received his MSLS from the University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill.

175

iv. WILLIAM LACKEY KAVANAUGH, b. 10 May 1898; d. 13 March 1965 Coral Gables, Fla.; interred Lancaster,
Ky.; served WWI; member Phi Delta Theta fraternity, Centre College; traveled for Liggett-Meyers Tobacco Co.;
also a farmer; m. Mary Ann Beard; issue:
i. ANNE FOREE KAVANAUGH, b.1937 Shelbyville, Ky.; m. 1967 Robert WEBB; Anne retired in 1998 as supervisor, Shelby
Co., Ky, school system; son:
i. ALLEN RANDOLPH Webb

176+

v. BEN HUDSON KAVANAUGH, b. 16 Sept. 1904
[Sixth Generation]

137.
CHARLES WILLIAM6 KAVANAUGH (Charles Nicholas,5 William,4 William,3 Charles,2
1
Philemon, ), son of Charles Nicholas and Lucy Emrin (Lillard) Kavanaugh, was born 7 April 1858 and died 24
August 1930.
A physician, he was married 11 September 1888 to Susan Mary MULLINS (b. 27 June 1868; d. 8 March 1895),
the daughter of Emmett Mullins. Susan died in childbirth “at her home on Woodford Street...the deceased had not
yet reached her 27th year...”[obit, Anderson News, 14 Aug. 1895]. Infant son Emmett Kavanaugh died five months
later at the home of his grandparents in Mercer County [Anderson News, 7 August 1895]. Mother and son are buried
in the Lawrenceburg Cemetery.
Charles William Kavanaugh married secondly, Rhoda CALDWELL.
ISSUE
Charles William and Susan Mary (Mullins) Kavanaugh:
177+
i. CHARLES NICHOLAS KAVANAUGH, b. 13 Feb. 1892
178
ii. EMMETT KAVANAUGH, b. March 1895; d. 5 Aug. 1895
ISSUE
Charles William and Rhoda (Caldwell) Kavanaugh:
179
i. AILEEN GILBERT KAVANAUGH; m. Dr. Raymond BOGGESS; issue:
i. JANELLEN BOGGESS

180

ii. LUCY EMRIN KAVANAUGH; m. Jeremiah BEAM of Bardstown, Ky.; moved to Louisville, Ky.
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140.
SARAH KERNS “Sally” 7 WRIGHT (Semira,6 Philemon IV,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3
2
Charles, Philemon1), twin daughter of Marion and Semira (Kavanaugh) Wright, was born 15 April 1873 and
died 8 November 1958; presumably buried beside her husband in Carrollton, Kentucky.
Sally was married in an Episcopal double ring wedding ceremony performed at her parent’s home, Brooksburg,
Indiana, to Otis Wayland SMITH (d. 2 Aug. 1928). Otis built a Victorian style turreted stone castle for Sally facing
Carrollton’s public square. The town’s historic jail was directly opposite!
When in perfect health, Sally delighted in entertaining and in setting a beautiful table with her pink and white Victorian china.
As a small child, the author and his parents were invited for an elegant dinner. Excusing himself, your author went into the parlor
to examine her caged parrot. The parrot protested noisily when brought down from its stand. We were not invited back!
Sometime during the late 1940s, the first of a series of strokes seemed to change Sally’s personality as she became very
suspicious of everyone. Elmer Wallace, an attorney, was her conservator. As such, he hired a series of practical nurses; but
directly as Sally found out that she was paying for these nurses she became very difficult and accused them of theft. Eventually
no one would work for her and she had to be placed in the Shady Grove Sanatarium, Eminance, Kentucky. In 1955 the author
and his mother visited cousin Sally at Shady Grove. It was during a period when she was lucid and charming. The staff permitted
Sally to join us for luncheon in the town. She particularly enjoyed a piece of chocolate pie for dessert as she told us “they never
have desserts at the home.” In parting, Sally said, “If Mamma (Aunt Mira) had known that I’d come to this . . . I used to think
that death was the most awful thing, but now . . .”
In a self-fulfilling prophecy, everything valuable and portable disappeared from her home, including the Kavanaugh bible.
Uncle (Major) Delaney Kavanaugh’s sword was supposedly given to the Louisville Museum, but even that disappeared, along
with other Civil War weapons, during a period when the Louisville Museum had only a volunteer staff.
[Seventh Generation]

155.
ISABELLE PENNINGTON7 WALKER (Archibald K. Walker,6 Jane Miller,5 William Woods,4
Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), daughter of Archibald Kavanaugh and Sabra Judith (Owsley) Walker, was
born 11 March 1876 in Garrard County, Kentucky, and died 18 March 1952 at Connersville, Indiana. She is
buried in the Dales Cemetery.
Isabelle was married 27 September 1907 to Quincy Demaree GRAY (b. 19 May 1870; d. 19 Nov. 1945), son of
John Gibson Gray and his wife Mercy Demaree, who are both also buried in Dales Cemetery, Connersville, Indiana.
Quincy D. Gray was a land owner involved in farming, cattle, and general business.
Isabelle attended Bellwood, a young ladies finishing school in Louisville, Kentucky, where she was given the same room
which her mother had occupied before her. She used to visit an Aunt Mira Rice and her husband, who lived along the Kentucky
River, and was frightened by the howling of coyotes during the night.
Isabelle was a member of the First Presbyterian Church as were her mother and grandmother. She had a musical laugh and a
great sense of humour. Isabelle would caution her children about their manners prior to their visits with the Walker sisters,
elderly maiden ladies who were Isabelle’s cousins. The children were instructed never to make any untoward remarks. Upon the
arrival of their guests, the Walker sisters would shake hands all around. They would then sit, wrists crossed, palms upward,
waiting for their company to leave so they could rush to a pitcher and wash bowl to wash their hands. So great was their dislike
for handling money that they would commandeer the services of their young nephew Edwin Walker. He would make their
purchases and handle the filthy money.
Isabelle was member of the Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter located in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and a member of the
P.E.O., an organization dedicated to the education of women.
ISSUE
Quincy Demaree and Isabelle Pennington (Walker) Gray:
181
i. SABRA OWSLEY GRAY, b. 9 Aug. 1908; thriving, she m. the late Wesley HOBBS.
182
ii. JANE WALKER GRAY, b. 24/25 Apr. 1910; d. ca. 1997; m. 28 June 1936 Edward H. JEFFERY; issue (the first
two are twin daughters):
i. ROSALIND JEFFERY
ii. CECELIA JEFFERY
iii. ANNE JEFFERY; m. Don WHITE; son:
i. DONALD BRUCE WHITE, whose hobby is spelunking, is in the computer business.

183
184

iii. JOHN G. GRAY, b. ca. 1912; d. age 5
iv. ROBERT KAVANAUGH GRAY, b. 22 Feb. 1914; m/1, Catherine Williford, Houston, Tx.; two children:
i. ROBERT KAVANAUGH GRAY, Jr.; m. and has two sons.
ii. SABRA GRAY; m/1, Dean Williams of Houston and Rockport, Tx..; m/2, Dorothy _____; no issue.

185

v. WILLIAM ARCHIBALD GRAY, b. 27 Sep. 1916; thriving; m. 23 Apr. 1944 Peggy Louise McSWEENEY; issue:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

MARGARET GRAY
GEORGIA GRAY
KATHLEEN GRAY
ELIZABETH “Bessie” GRAY; resided Independence, Mo.
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[Seventh Generation]

165.
JENNIE LACKEY7 KAVANAUGH (William L.,6 Archibald W.,5 William Woods,4 Philemon III,3
3
Charles, Philemon1), daughter of William Lackey and Jemima (Royston) Kavanaugh, was born 24 March
1877 at Paint Lick, Garrard County, Kentucky, and died 15 February 1959 at Richmond, Kentucky. She is
buried beside her husband in Paint Lick Cemetery, Garrard County, Kentucky [grave marker birth year
1874 is in error].
Jennie was married, 10 Feb. 1909 in Old Paint Lick Church, Garrard County, Kentucky, to Thomas Rotawell
SLAVIN, son of Benjamin and Elizabeth (Kennedy) Slavin. Thomas Slavin was a great, great nephew of General
Thomas Kennedy and a member of the Paint Lick Presbyterian Church. Mr. Slavin died at his home, 6 December
1919, after several weeks illness with pneumonia.
Jennie was a lady whose interests and appreciation of beautiful antique furniture was ahead of its time. Her husband assisted
her in transporting an early antique find, a four-poster bed with pineapple finials, in a buckboard wagon. After the death of her
husband, Jennie bought an antebellum home on Woodlawn Avenue in Richmond called Abbeyville, which she filled with her
growing antique collection.
The following was extracted from Jenny (Kavanaugh) Slavin’s letter to Mabel (Bear) Posegate, dated March 27 th, 1938,
Richmond, Kentucky, it begins:
My Dearest Mabel,
You have been good to write, especially when your hands are so full - and to send me the beautiful “White Moment,” all for
my very own on my birthday is just more than I know how to thank you for it all . . .The book came in time for my birthday too,
and that with another great surprise made the day March 24th a most happy one for me. Thirteen of my friends and relatives
came in and spent the day with me. Most of them from Garrard County and those from here who came originally were
“Garrardites” so it was a real reunion of old Paint Lick friends. The three Walker sisters, Panthea Woods - Hallie Royston
Terrell, Sue Higgins, Mrs. Frank Higgins, Cousin Jim Burnside and daughter, Anne Burnside Brown, Hattie Doty Smith and
sister Emma, Rice Woods & Durward Carter. They brought boxes and bushels of the most delicious food in such quantities and I
ordered a gallon of lime ice to eat with the lovely cakes, one angel-food & the other one caramel. Twenty-one candles on the
angel-food. “I told them to make it sixteen instead of twenty-one.” Hallie Terrill brought a large dressed hen, slaw and cream.
The Walker sisters, fruit salad and oranges, Hallie Smith, a large mold of fruit salad so delicious & a loaf of orange nut bread,
Anne Brown, a large Mexican tray of macaroni, in fact it was a real feast. I had Hattie, my wash-woman, to come and help serve
and she had also been here house cleaning so everything was lovely.. . .Write me whenever you can, but know how very busy you
will be now & for sometime to come. With love for you all . . .
yours Affectionately,
Jennie
Jennie was very loyal to her family. The portrait of Elizabeth Miller Kavanaugh Kennedy, which Jennie rescued with her
“butter & egg money,” was the focal point of her parlor. She willed this oil painting to the Reverend Stephen Walker. Other
antiques were selected as bequests to individual members of her family, the remainder to be sold at auction. Previously, Jennie
had given a copy of the book, Life and Times of Bishop Kavanaugh, to her cousin Ben Hudson Kavanaugh, Sr. She had also
shared many of the old family traditions and stories with her kinfolk. Jennie’s estate provided for perpetual care of the grave site
of General Thomas Kennedy.
[Seventh Generation]

176.
BEN HUDSON7 “Red” KAVANAUGH (Archibald Woods, Jr.6, Archibald Woods,5 William Woods,4
Philemon III,3 Charles,2 Philemon1), son of Archibald Woods, Jr., and Edith (Francis) Kavanaugh, was born 16
September 1904 in Paint Lick, Garrard County, Kentucky and died in Grenada, Mississippi, 20 May 1966. He
was interred 22 May 1966 in the Oddfellows Cemetery, Grenada, Mississippi.
Benjamin Hudson Kavanaugh married Mary Patton WILKINS, Grenada County, Mississippi, 18 March 1934.
Ben had the Kavanaugh red hair. As a young man he played football, as he was often fond of telling. He was, in
fact, a star player on the outstanding Lancaster, Kentucky, football teams of 1920-1924 and attended Centre College
for a short period on a football scholarship. His love of sports lasted throughout his life.
He worked first as a construction foreman building high voltage power lines across the states of Kentucky and Ohio for
Kentucky Utilities (now N.G. & E.). After that he joined Belnap Hardware Company as a traveling hardware salesman. In
Grenada, Mississippi, he met his wife to be, Mary Patton Wilkins. The couple moved to Winona, Mississippi, where they reared
their family and lived for many years on Fairground Street. Ben was able to arrange financing through his old employer, Belnap
Hardware, to allow him to open a hardware store of his own on Front Street in Winona.
Ben and his wife attended the First Presbyterian Church of Winona where Ben served first as deacon and then as an elder. He
was also a member of several civic organizations such as the Rotary Club and the Masonic Lodge.
After many years spent operating Winona Cash Hardware, he accepted a position as Deputy State Fire Marshal for the
Northeast District of Mississippi, serving under State Fire Marshal Walter Dell Davis, a long time friend. His new position
required that his residence be within the Northeast District, so they moved to Grenada in 1959, establishing their home on 390
College Boulevard. Ben remained in Grenada and served in the position of Deputy State Fire Marshal until his death in 1966.
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ISSUE
Benjamin Hudson and Mary Patton (Wilkins) Kavanaugh:
186
i. BEN HUDSON KAVANAUGH, Jr., b.1939 Winona, Montgomery County, Mississippi. He resides at 1506
McCullough Ave., Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama. He married Marilyn Leslie Sheeley in Huntsville in
1969. Marilyn graduated from the University of Tennessee with a law degree and “Juris Doctoris” in 1968 and
obtained her Masters of Law in Taxation, University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa in 1994. She worked for NASA for
five years as “Attorney Advisor” in the Chief Counsel’s Office.
Ben trained as a computer programer and is currently a traveling computer consultant. A family historian, he and
Marilyn reside in Huntsville, Alabama. Ben and his family visited Ireland in 1996. The Irish customs official,
looking at Ben’s surname on the passport, immediately ushered them through the barrier, exclaiming “Welcome
home!”
Ben H. Kavanaugh, Jr., had the honor of giving the bride away when his sister, Mary Wilkins Kavanaugh,
married James Amandus Barrett, Jr., in Grenada, Miss. in 1967.
Issue of Ben Hudson and Marilyn Leslie (Sheeley) Kavanaugh:

187

i. BEN HUDSON KAVANAUGH, III, b. 1974; graduated May 1999, having earned his B.A. in History at the University of
Alabama, Huntsville. As an undergraduate, Ben went to Russia in the program “People to People Exchange.”
ii. MARGARET ANN KAVANAUGH, b. 1980; an art student in the honors program at Mississippi State, she did the cover
layout for the Clann Chaomhánach pamphlet.
ii. MARY WILKINS KAVANAUGH, b. 1945 Winona, Montgomery Co., Ms.; m. 1967 in Grenada to James Amandus BARRETT,
Jr.; issue:
i. JAMES AMANDUS BARRETT, III. m. Kari Jensen
ii. MARY PATTON BARRETT
[Seventh Generation]

177.
CHARLES NICHOLAS7 KAVANAUGH (Dr. Charles William,6 Dr. Charles Nicholas,5 William,4
3
William, Charles,2 Philemon1), son of Dr. Charles William and Susan Mary (Mullins) Kavanaugh, was born 13
February 1892 in Lawrenceburg, Anderson County, Kentucky and died 29 October 1955 at his home at 227
South Ashland Ave., Lexington, Kentucky, following a heart attack.
A physician, he was married to Elizabeth McCann CHENAULT (b. 1893; d. 1981, age 88), daughter of Overton
Harris and Lida (McCann) Chenault. Elizabeth’s father, Overton Chenault, a retired farmer and capitalist, was a
well-known thoroughbred breeder. He was ignored in the oft-told tales of the rise and fall of Leslie Combs II’s
Spendthrift Farm. In fact, Overton Chenault was the owner of the great stud horse Spendthrift, sire of 11 winners out
of 166, for which the Farm was named, when the horse died in 1900.
Following her parents’ deaths, Elizabeth and her husband took up residence in the spacious home on South Ashland Avenue
built by her father in 1915.
ISSUE
Charles Nicholas and Elizabeth McCann (Chenault) Kavanaugh:
188
i. Dr. CHARLES NICHOLAS “Nicky” KAVANAUGH, Jr. A fellow student and distant cousin remembers Nicky, at
age seventeen, as: “a nice youth and an outstanding student who later became a doctor but died young.” Much
loved, Nicky d. 1984. He m. Barbara Shirk and had issue:
i. Dr. WILLIAM MICHAEL KAVANAUGH; to San Francisco
ii. SUSAN CHENAULT KAVANAUGH
iii. CHRISTINE EYER KAVANAUGH

189

ii. OVERTON CHENAULT “Toby” KAVANAUGH, b. 1928; murdered 17 June 1994 Lexington, Ky.; no issue. Toby
Kavanaugh was perhaps best known for teaching Walter Tevis, the author of the book The Hustler, how to play
billiards. The Hustler, a story about pool, was made into a movie starring Paul Newman ( a popular movie star) and
the late Jackie Gleason (a popular television comedian). Walter Tevis showed his appreciation by dedicating the
sequel, The Color of Money, to Kavanaugh “for teaching me to play pool.” The Color of Money also was turned into
a movie, starring Newman and Tom Cruise, one of the younger popular actors.
Toby grew up in his grandparent’s home on South Ashland Avenue where he was first introduced to the game
of billiards at the family pool table in the basement. He would later observe the hustlers at the Old Phoenix Hotel
trying to play tricks on the boys his age and after graduating from high school and classes at the University of
Kentucky., he opened Bluegrass Billiards, his first pool hall. A quiet, eccentric man, he was an avid gardener and an
enthusiastic advocate of horse-racing, always maintaining that he “came out about even” at the betting windows.
His devotion to animals was apparently well known to the cats of the city, many of whom dropped by as strays or
strangers and stayed to be his companions for many years, occupying their own room with its own small front door,
his backyard serving as their private cemetery. [Excerpts from Newspaper Clippings provided by Jean Shumate, Midway,

190

iii. WILLIAM MICHAEL KAVANAUGH; resided Irvine, Ky.

Ky.]
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KAVANAUGH FAMILY TIES and NOTES
The author has collected data from several descendants and various sources on the following surnames which tie into the
Kavanaugh family lineage. It is not my intent in this publication to delve beyond these, as other family historians are currently
working these lines. In using the following material a word of caution would be in order. New evidence may be brought to bear
upon some of the conflicting conclusions.
CRAVENS
The House of Cravens, by Ruth H. McConathy, [Charlottesville, Va., 1972, pp. 27, 148], gives the ancestry of Mary Harrison
as follows:
(Capt.) DANIEL HARRISON, b. ca. 1701 Smithtown, (Suffolk County) Long Island, New York; d. 10 July 1770
Rockingham County, Virginia; will writ: 8 June 1767; prov: 25 Aug. 1770 [Augusta Co., Va., Will Bk 4:408]; m/1, ca. 1724 Sussex
County, Delaware, Margaret CRAVENS ©. 1702-1753), and had issue:
i. ROBERT HARRISON, b. c 1725; d. 1761
ii. DANIEL HARRISON, b. c. 1727; wf, Sarah
iii. JESSE HARRISON, b. 1729; d. 1817; wf, Sarah
*
iv. MARY HARRISON, b. ca. 1733; m/1, Henry Bowyer (d. at sea 1760); m/2, William KAVANAUGH
v. JANE HARRISON, b. 1735; d. 1796; m. 1751 Capt. Daniel Smith
vi. ABIGAIL HARRISON, b. 1738 Delaware; m. 1764 Jeremiah Ragan
vii. BENJAMIN HARRISON, b. 1741 Virginia; d. 1819; m. 1763 Mary McClure
PRIGG
JOHN PRIGG and Jane, his wife, resided at Mattapony Plantation in Rappahhanock County, Virginia.
John Prigg received a patent for 365 acres of land 11 March 1662. The only surviving bill of sale made by John Prigg and Jane,
his wife, disposes of this tract of land to John and George Mott.
3 May 1663: John Pigg of Mattapony, New Kent County, for £19 current money of England, to John Mott and George Mott
365 acres of land on a branch of Dragon Swamp in Rappahannock adjoining land of William Claiborne called “Best Lands”
[Rappahannock Deeds 1656-1664:228]. The land was deserted by the Motts and was later granted to William Moseley [Deeds 3:363;
1 Dec. 1666]. Reportedly, the issue of John Prigg included a daughter:
*
i. ELIZABETH PRIGG; married George MOTT (d. 1674).
MOTT
George Mott and his brother John Mott (a bachelor) purchased land from John Prigg/Pigg and Jane, his wife, 3 May 1663
[Prigg sketch].
23 September 1663: George Mott, along with his brother John Mott, applied for a patent to 1200 acres on the north side and in
the “freshens” of the Rappahannock River [Cavaliers, Vol. 2:23].
10 September 1668: George Mott, along with John Mott, received a patent for 3,700 acres on North side of the “Freshes” of the
Rappahannock. Muddy Creek . . . “near Beech Creek” are bounds also mentioned. Did this include or adjoin their 1200 acres?
The patent granted in 1668 was for the transportation of fifty persons, the list including the names: Mr. John Mott, Mr. George
Mott, and Ann Mott [Ibid, Vol. 2:53]. Records indicate that Ann Mott was their sister who married _____Vickers [letter from
descendant Ann Roach Baker, dated March 1998 Harrodsburg, Ky.]

13 Aug. 1670: John Prosser of Rappahannock County appointed his friend Mr. John Mott as power of attorney to collect his
debts, with James Harrison as a witness [Deeds 4:174].
17 October 1670: George Mott, along with John Mott, received a third patent for 15,654 acres on the north side and in the
“freshens” of the Rappahanock River. This grant was for the transportation of three hundred and thirteen persons [Cavaliers, Vol.
2:53].

28 October 1671: Will of Soloman Martin of Rappahannock in which “I doe wholly give and bequeath all my estate both real
and personal unto my well beloved friend George Mott and to his three children, Elizabeth, Margaret & Anne... all the living
creatures as well as cattle as horses and mares to be divided between them at the discretion of their father & do hereby make my
aforesaid friend George Mott my sole executor ...” [Rappahannock Deeds & Wills 1:117; Note by Anne Baker: “This places the youngest
daughter Ellen as not being born at this time.”]

30 December 1672 -7 July 1673: John Mott and George Mott & Elizabeth, his wife, of the county of Rappahannock to William
Moseley of same ... 1,117 acres on the N side of the Rappa. River in the freshes being part of a greater dividend granted to us by
patent ... along the River ... adjoining land of Col. Wm Ball ... to the land of said Wm Moseley ...[Old Rappahannock County Deed
Book 1672-1676, abstracted by Ruth & Sam Sparacio].

10 June 1673 - 3 October 1673: Deed between George Sheppard of Stafford County and James Harrison of Rappahannock
witnessed by George Mott. John Mott and George Mott appointed powers of attorney to acknowledge said deed.
27 September 1673 -7 March 1673/4: We, John Mott & George Mott of Rappahannock, planters, have sold for £125 sterling
already paid by Mr. Wm Thornton of Gloucester...2,000 acres in the Freshes of Rappahannock & on the north side of the River
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near the Banke of the River about a mile above Muddy Creek...to land of Col. Wm Ball to Mr. William Whitehead...to Muddy
Creek & to the River. Witnesses James Kay & Will Day. George Mott & Elizabeth his wife appoint Mr. James Harrison power
of attorney to acknowledge deed to Thornton. He appoints James Kay of Rappahannock to receive said land [Ibid].
13 March 1674: John Mott and George Mott “for the natural affection we bear our well beloved cousen John Vikars ” 400
acres in Sittinbourne Parish, Rappahannock, land, back in woods upon elder divident [Deed & Wills 5:210].
Note: the term cousin was, at that time, also used to denote nephew.
WILL of GEORGE MOTT
30 March 1674 - “I, George Mott, of Parish of Sittingbourne in the County of Rappahannock, Planter, being sick and weake ...
for what part of the divident of land on the North side of the Rappahannock River granted to my Brother John Mott and I by
pattent dated at James City 17 October 1670 my wife Elizabeth Mott shall have one third during her natural life and that the land
be equally divided among my children vizt: Elizabeth, Margaret, Anne and Ellen ... to be delivered when they arrive at age
seventeen or marry. My brother and I have joyntly given to the children some sheep & cattle and they to be marked to separate
from my wifes. My wife to bee sole executor and my brother John Mott to assist her and they to live together dividing the cropps
... and they can sell 1,000 acres. I likewise appoint my wife Elizabeth Mott to be my executor of the will of Soloman Martin and
with the consent of my brother John Mott (if living) to dispose of the estate given my children by said Soloman Martin to the
benefit of the children.” signed George Mott
Witnessed by James Harrison, John Bowsier and Henry Hackrey, the will of George Mott was probated 7 May 1674 [Deeds &
Wills 1].

20 May 1674: John Mott and Elizabeth, relict of George Mott of Rappahannock County, to William Covington & Thomas
Hayworton, 365 acres on a branch of the branch of Dragon Swamp ... bounded by land of William Covington.
29 November 1674: prior to his death George Mott had begun a fourth venture. The four orphaned children of George Mott,
along with James Harrison (who married George Mott’s widow) and John Bowzee/Bowzier received a grant for 9,019 acres of
land on the south side of the Rappahanock River, about six miles up from the fall, for transporting 180 persons. This land now
lies in Spotsylvania County [Cavaliers, Vol. 2:159; Virginia Patents, Book 6:546].
1 February 1674/5: Mrs. Elizabeth Mott acknowledged a sale of land by her late husband George Mott and Mr. John Mott
[Deeds & Wills:266].
6 October 1675: will of John Mott requests that he ‘be buried beside my beloved brother George Mott.” He leaves all of his
land to be equally divided among his four nieces, Elizabeth, Margaret, Anne and Ellen Mott, his nephew John Vickers “to hold
and enjoy the plantation until 1 January 1685" when it is to be rendered up to the nieces. The personal estate to be divided
between the nephew John Vickers and the four nieces - they to have at age sixteen or day of marriage. To Ellen Pigg he leaves
two cows and a calf. Probated 20 November 1677, John Vickers was sole executor.
2 October 1689: It is the judgement of this court that the estate of Mr. George Mott be accounted to be the same value that the
estate of Mr. John Mott appears to be by appraisement & that Mr. James Harrison render an account of both the said estates at
the next court [Deeds 2:134].
According to Felder, Paula S., Forgotten Companions - The First Settlers of Spotsylvania County, 1982, there are detailed
maps of the land of George Mott and James Harrison. The Mott land today is in the mid-western part of Spotsylvania along the
Rappahannock River and would encompass today’s Mott Reservoir. The last reference to the Mott Tract was in 1732 when
Alexander Spotswoods grants were restored to him by the re-issuance of his patents. The iron mine patent was described as being
“on the line of George Mott” and others patent of 9,019 acres.
3 September 1690: Ordered that Capt. John Catlett, Mr. John Battaile & Mr. James Taylor to meet at the home of Anthony
Savage to examine all accounts that shall be exhibited by Mr. James Harrison “as marying the extrix of Mr. George Mott, dec’d,”
against the estate of Solymon Martin and against the estate of George Mott [Order Book 2:253].
The widow, Elizabeth (Prigg) Mott, married secondly, ca. 1674/5, James HARRISON [Marriages of Richmond County, Virginia,
1668-1853, compiled and published by George H. S. King, hereinafter cited as King, Richmond Marriages].

ISSUE
George and Elizabeth (Prigg) Mott:
i. MARGARET MOTT; m., as his 2nd wife, Capt. Alexander Doniphan ©. 1653-1717)
ii. ELIZABETH MOTT, m. John Fossaker
iii. ANNE MOTT, m. Capt. John Glendening
iv. ELEANOR/ELLEN MOTT (1673-1741), m. Richard Shippy, Gent. (16??-1708) of Richmond Co., Va.
HARRISON
JAMES HARRISON (c1650-1712), was reportedly the son of Anthony Harrison or, according to a letter from Martha
Graham to Margaret “Peggy” Frazier in 1985, the son of Andrew and Eleanor (Ellott) Harrison. He was married about 1674 to
Elizabeth (PRIGG) MOTT, widow and executrix of George Mott, deceased.
It has been suggested that his father was the (ship’s) “Capt.” James Harrison who was heavily involved with the Taliaferro
family in England and America. James Harrison became a wealthy merchant with stores on both sides of the Rappahannock
River. He would move his residence several times. A very educated man. He does not appear to have any relationship to any of
the other Harrison families living in this area of Virginia . . .” [letter from a descendant, Anne Roach Baker, dated Harrodsburg, Ky.,
March 1998].
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26 March 1666: James Harrison was a head right of Robert Taliaferro & Lawrence Smith who patented 6300 acres of land in
Rappahannock County, Virginia [Patents 5:481].
24 March 1670: mortgage from John Payne to James Harrison for 400 acres of land ... to be taken from a divident of 900 acres
... ‘in ye Freshes of Rappahannock on ye south side of ye River knowne by name of Paynes Quarter . . . adjoining John Prosser ...
Payne shall pay unto Harrison 4078 lbs tobacco before November next ... recorded 5 July 1671 [Sparacio, Rappahannock County
Deed Abstracts 1668-1672].
10 June 1673-3 October 1673: James Harrison of Rappahannock County, Merchant, purchased from George Sheppard , planter of

Stafford County, 300 acres of land “on the Freshes of Rappahannock on the south side adjoining Swan Creek for 3400 lbs
tobacco, land being purchased by Sheppard from John Prosser. Witnessed by George Mott and John ‘D’ Martin. George & Alice
Sheppard appointed John and George Mott as power of attorney to acknowledge deed [Sporacio, Deed Abstracts 1672-1676].
Under MOTT, note that George and Elizabeth Mott had appointed Mr. James Harrison as the power of attorney to
acknowledge a deed 27 Sept. 1673 and that James Harrison witnessed the will of George Mott 30 March 1674. It would appear
that James Harrison and the widow Mott married sometime between May and November of 1674.
28 June 1675 - 10 December 1675: James Harrison, Merchant of Rappahannock County, purchased approximately 90-100
acres of land “lying in the Freshes of the south side of the River opposite the plantation of Mr. John & Mr. George Mott bounded
by Duke Creek and by land of said Harrison which said Harrison had purchased of John Prosser . . .”[Sporacio, Deed Abstracts
1672-1676]. According to the will of John Mott, probated in 1677, the plantation held jointly by he and his brother, George Mott,
was to pass to their nephew, John Vickers. Also noted under MOTT is Harrison’s involvement with the estates of both George
and John Mott and his identification as the husband of the widow Mott in 1689.
17 December 1683: James Harrison gave £12 sterling and a man servant to James Jackson for a tract of 75 acres on the north
side of the Rappahannock River [Wills 2:78]. He purchased more land (50 acres) in 1687[Deeds 7:421].
5 March 1689/90: Certificate is granted to Mr. James Harrison for 800 acres of land due for importation of 16 persons.
5 May 1692: At a meeting of Justices of peace on the North side of Rappahannock County Mr. James Harrison took his oath as
Justice of the new county, Richmond [Richmond County Order Book 1:1]. He had served as a justice since at least November 1684
for the now defunct Rappahannock County.
While in Richmond County in 1692, he also executed three powers of attorney for land transactions of his step-daughter,
Elizabeth Forsaker and her husband John [Virginia Colonial Abstracts, Vol. 1: pp. 240-243]. Prior to 27 March 1697, Elizabeth Prigg
Mott-Harrison died.
6 October 1697: the last mention found of James Harrison as a Justice in Richmond County - he had moved back over the
river to Essex County where he was appointed to appraise the estate of Silent Bryant in Essex County 11 June 1698 [Bk 1:101].
12 April 1701: James Harrison of Sittingbourne Parish, Essex County, sold 12 acres on the south side of the lower side of small
gutt of Swan Creeke to Charles Taliaferro for 1800 lbs of tobacco.
8 October 1701: James Harrison “for natural love and affection to my only daughter Jael now wife of William Williams of
Stafford County, Gentleman all the land whereon I now live and reside,” . . . upper part of Rappahannock River, Essex County,
(being) 400 acres, he to enter land, may clear, build, etc.
30 October 1702: Mr. James Harrison witnessed the will of Henry Johnson of St Mary’s Parish, Essex County [11:27; Note:
Henry was the father of Richard Johnson who later married Harrison’s daughter, Jael, as her second husband].

10 December 1703: James Harrison of St Mary’s Parish, Essex County, for 4,000 lbs tobacco sold to Francis Territt of
Sittingborne Parish, Richmond County, 75 acres in Richmond County ... land Harrison bought of Jackson [Deeds 3:246].
Note: St Mary’s Parish would become part of Caroline County, Virginia, formed in 1727.

6 March 1706/7: James Harrison of St Mary’s Parish, Essex, to James Brechin of Sittingborne Parish, Richmond, 50 a. on n.
side of River.[Richmond Deeds 4:98a].
3 March 1709/10: James Harrison, Elizabeth Forsaker, John Glendening & Ann Glendening his wife, and Eleanor Shippy of
Richmond County, to William Fitzhugh of Stafford County, gentleman, for £160 sterling . . . 9,010 acres on the south side of the
Rappahannock River about six miles up the falls [Essex Deeds & Wills 13:310].
Note: Elizabeth Forsaker, Ann Glandening & Eleanor Shippy were three of the four Mott step-daughters of James Harrison.

31 August 1710: James Harrison, William Williams, Larkin Chew and Robert Key returned inventory of Francis Taliaferro
[Essex Deeds & Wills 13:358].

9 October 1710: William Williams and James Harrison witnessed two deeds of Andrew Harrison
8 May 1712: Jael Williams, as administrator of the estate of James Harrison, dec’d, made bond of £500 sterling; also, Jael
Williams, as administratorr of the estate of William Williams, dec’d, made bond of £500 sterling [Essex Wills & Deeds 14:50].
An inventory of William Williams estate was made 9 June 1712 by Charles Taliaferro, Francis Thornton and Robert
Slaughter[Ibid:60]. Both James Harrison and William Williams died on land which Harrison held on Snow Creek, off the
Rappahannock, which is today in upper Caroline County, Virginia.

-165-

The Clay, Bruce & Kavanaugh Families
ISSUE
James and Elizabeth (Prigg) Mott-Harrison:
i. JAEL HARRISON, b. ca. 167?; m./1, William WILLIAMS; m/2, Richard JOHNSON [JAEL - (f.), Jewish: variant of
YAEL [Dictionary of First Names, by Patrick Hanks and Flavia Hodges, Oxford Univ. Press, 1990, p. 170].

WILLIAMS
WILLIAM WILLIAMS married ca. 1692, Jael HARRISON (167?-1733), only child of James and Elizabeth (Prigg) MottHarrison, and on 8 October 1701 they were referred to as residents of Stafford County, Virginia. William Williams died intestate in
Essex County, Virginia, in 1712, the same year as his father-in-law, James Harrison. As widow and only child, Jael Harrison
Williams was the administrator of both estates.
The parentage of William Williams has not been determined. There were at least two of that name living simultaneously in
Stafford County, Virginia. This is one of many instances where contemporaries bearing the same name and residing in the same
area make it difficult to determine which is the correct ancestor. Due to the time frame and the location, however, one wonders if he
is the same William Williams of Stafford County who, in 1688, was joined in matrimony by Parson Waugh to Mary Hathaway, age
about nine years!
It appears that the Reverend John Waugh was “a man of education and parts but a natural agitator.” He constantly meddled in
politics and zealously celebrated marriages. “The suit instigated in 1691 to declare the (Williams-Hathaway) marriage null and void,
coupled with the bitter burgesses election of the same year in which the Parson’s candidate, Capt. Martin Scarlett, was elected over
Col. William Fitzhugh, caused feeling to run high in Stafford County.”
The complainant, Mary Hathaway and the defendant, William Williams both retained counsel. After much testimony was heard
by the gentlemen justices they ruled that the de facto marriage was not good de jure unless at the time Mary arrived at the age of
twelve she ratified the marriage de facto. “But if she then publickly disclaim the said marriage and protest against it, then it is the
Judgement of this Court that the aforesaid marriage de facto is utterly null and void as if the same never been had or made.” Mr
John Withers (the maternal grandfather of Mary) and Mr. Mathew Thompson, two of the justices then sitting, dissented from the
majority opinion and stated they were “of opinion that the said Mary Hathaway is the wife of the said William Williams not only
(now) but alsoe when she shall arrive at the age of twelve years and that not only de facto but de jure it appearing to them that she
was married by the said John Waugh, Clerk, as aforesaid, and that by consent of her guardian and did therefore order the clerk to
enter their dissent upon the records accordingly.”
On the 28th of December 1691, “the very day by the mercy of God that I am twelve years old,” Mary Hathaway appeared before
“Mr. John Waugh, an orthodox minister of God’s word, Capt. Malachy Peale, Judge of the Court of Stafford County, Mr. Edward
Thomason of their Majesties Justices of the Peace in Quorum for the said county, Capt. George Mason, their Majesties High Sheriff
of the same county and the rest of the worthy Gentlemen here present” in the hall of the house of Capt. George Mason and did there
declare her marriage to Mr. William Williams to be null and void by reason of “infancy and impuberty as well as force and fraud at
the time of the contract and that by no means I can entertain a thought of ever receiving him for a spouse or husband” . . . “and soe I
bid the said Mr. William Williams heartilie farewell and wish him a very good fortune.”
Note: age of consent for males was 14, females 12. De facto marriage is a marriage in which the parties live together as husband &
wife under color of validity but which is defective in form; de jure marriage is one in which there has been total compliance with all
requirements of law [Black’s Law Dictionary, Fifth Ed., 1979, pp. 375, 382].
Mary Hathaway was the only child and heir of Thomas Hathaway of Aquia and Mary Withers his wife. About 1702 Mary married
Capt. Thomas Lund. Their grandson, Lund Washington (1737-1796), was for more than twenty-five years the trusted manager of
the Mount Vernon estate [George Harrison Sanford King, The Register of Overwharton Parish, Stafford County, Virginia 17231758, p. 176; case recorded in Stafford Deeds 1689-1693, p. 185].
As stated earlier, the marriage of Jael Harrison to William Williams is estimated to have taken place about 1692. Sometime
between 1712 and 1719, probably about 1714, Jael (Harrison) Williams married secondly, Richard JOHNSON.
ISSUE
William and Jael (Harrison) Williams:
i. SARAH WILLIAMS, b. about 1693; m. Philemon KAVANAUGH [see Kavanaugh] [Anne Baker of Harrodsburg,
Ky., is a descendant of Elizabeth & William Marshall through their eldest daughter Sarah (Marshall) Durrett.]
ii. JAMES WILLIAMS; birth placed tentatively as 1695; d. 1735; wife Ann and sons John Williams and William
Williams named in his will in 1735 [for full will and inventory, see pages following]. On page 52 of Paula Felder’s,
Forgotten Companions, under “The Processioners and Their Precincts”: James Williams and James Roy . . . the lands
from Snow Creek to the Motts Patent in what had been Essex County. On the same page, under “The Landowners”,
we find the names Richard Tutt and Philimon Connor [Cavenaugh] . Listed on page 153 was a Capt. William Johnson
and Robert Coalman - both being surnames which have ties to the Cavanaugh family.
iii. ELIZABETH WILLIAMS; d.after 1768; m. ca. 1718 William MARSHALL (d. 1757 Caroline Co., Va), a wealthy
planter, son of Thomas and Martha (Sherwood) Marshall; issue:
i. SARAH MARSHALL, b. 20 May 1721; m. _____DURRETT
ii. MARTHA MARSHALL, b. c 1724; m. 1740/1 Dr. Michael YATES
iii. MARY MARSHALL, b. 30 Mar 1726
iv. ELIZABETH “Betty” MARSHALL; perhaps m. Abraham MARTIN?
v. WILLIAM MARSHALL, Jr., [his Bible identifies parents]
vi. JOHN MARSHALL

-166-

KAVANAUGH of the Old South
WILL of JAMES WILLIAMS
In the name of God Amen I James Williams of Spotsylvania County do make and ordain this my last will and Testament in
manner and form following, lnprimis:
I give and bequeath unto my Son William Williams all the Tract of Land and plantation whereon I now live and which was
purchased of Charles Taliaferro. To him and his heirs forever. I Give unto my Said Son William one Moiety of that Tract of
Land lying upon Muddy Run in the fork of Rappahannock River unto him and his heirs forever.
Item : I give and bequeath the other Moiety of the said Tract of Land on Muddy Run unto my son John Williams unto him and
his heirs forever.
Item: I Give unto my Son John Williams all that Tract of Land and Plantation in the fork of Rappahannock River Containing four
hundred acres of Land Granted me by pattent dated the thirtieth day of May in the year 1726. To my Said Son John and his heirs
forever.
Item: I Give unto my Son William Williams a Negro Woman Named Hannah and a child now at her breast, two Negro boys
named Harry and George and a Negro Girl named June. To him and his heirs forever.
Item: I Give unto my Son John Williams five Negroes named Cate Charles Jenny Tom and Frank. To him and his heirs forever.
Item: I give unto my Loving wife Ann Williams five Negroes named Jack, Mingo, Maria, Jockey and Judy. To her and her heirs
forever.
Item: I Give unto my brother in Law Richard Tutt a Gray Stallion named Diamond.
Item: I Give all the rest of my Estate both real and personal To be Divided in Three Equal parts between my Two Sons William
and John Williams and my loving wife Ann Williams Excepting what money as shall be paid out of the Estate of Charles
Taliaferro Deceased in Compensation of land which Col. Henry Willis hath Lately recovered of the Tract of land I live on. My
will and desire is that the Same be Equally Divided between my two Sons William and John Williams.
Item: I do appoint my brother in Law Richard Tutt Guardian To my Two Sons William and John Williams (in case of my wife's
marriage) untill they arrive To the age of twenty one years. Lastly I do Nominate Constitute ordain and Appoint my Brother in
Law Richard Tutt Sole Executor of this my Last will and Testament and I do hereby revoke all other wills and Testaments by me
formerly made. In witness whereof I have hereunto put my hand and
Seale this thirtieth day of May Anno Domini 1735
James Williams (SEAL)
At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday August the fifth 1735 This Will being Exhibited and Sworn to by Richard
Tutt the Executor therein Named was proved by the oaths of Mosely Battaley, John Connor, and William Spencer the witnesses
thereto, and
Admitted to Record. Teste: John Waller, Court Clerk [Spotsylvania Co. Will Bk A, pp 257,259]
INVENTORY FOR JAMES WILLIAMS
By an ordre of Spotsylvania Court Dated August the 5th, 1735 we the subscribers being first Sworn by a Justice of the peice for
the foresaid County have Appraised the following Estate belonging To James Williams Deceased as was produced to us by Mr.
Richard Tutt Executor To the said Estate Viz.:
Negroes
Mingo
Maria
Harry
Kate
June
George
Frank
Charles
Joc
Jack
Judy
Hannah and her child Betty
Jenny
Tom
1 Bed & furniture
1 Bed & furniture
1 Bed & furniture
2 Tables
Chairs
5 Cows & Calves
2 Barrin Cows & 3 Yearlings
5 Sheep
1 Stallion

£:Sh:Pe
22:00:00
02:00:00
26:00:00
18:00:00
14:00:00
13:00:00
09:00:00
09:00:00
16:00:00
12:00:00
22:00:00
30:00:00
12:00:00
08:00:00
05:00:00
06:10:00
06:00:00
10:10:00
00:19:06
10:00:00
04:16:00
01:17:06
05:00:00

3 cows and Calves
06:00:00
one old Cow and Calf
01:10:00
three Young Steers
03:15:00
1 Barin Cow
40:01:10
6 Young Cattle
08:06:00
1 pair Stillyards
00:03.00
1 horse
09:00:00
1 mare & Colt
04:00:00
The horse German
02:00:00
1 Young Stallion
03:10:00
One Warming pan
00:02:00
Brass Small Kettle
00:01:06
31 pounds Puter
01:00:08
25 pounds Old Puter
00:10:05
Two mustard Potts
00:01:06
2 Plates
00:01:06
2 Pepper Boxes, 2 Kandlesticks,
& 1 pr shears
00:04:06
Parcell of IronWare
01:14:00
One Box Iron
00:08:00
One pr pistols and houlsters 00:02:04
Two Sifters
00:02:04
one parcell TinWare
00:05:06
parcell of Lather
01:00:00
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38 pounds old Iron
00:03:02
one parcell Books
00:09:00
one cubbord
01:05:00
One looking Glass
00:02:00
One Case without Bottles
00:03:06
One Hour Glass
00:01:00
One old Trunk
00:01:06
Two Razors
00:02:06
Two old Chests &
one old Trunk
00:06:06
One Woman's & one man's
Saddle
02:10:00
(carried over) E 31 3:1 O:[?]
The amounts for the rest are unreadable
25 Young Hoggs
One gun
one parcell Working Tools
One Cart Saddle
One parcell of Old puter
Two potts
one frying Pan
4 butter Potts

The Clay, Bruce & Kavanaugh Families
Two Piggens
3 old Chairs
A Small Parcell of Wool

1 Pincer
one Warming Pan
one Grindstone

one Parcell Working Tools
Brought over 313:10:?? E???:15::2

John Grayson, Ambrose Grayson, John
Gordon, G. Home, Richard Tutt Executor
At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday October the Seventh 1735 Richard Tutt Executor of James William
Deceased Returned this Inventory and Appraisement of the Deceased Estate which was ordered to be recorded.
Teste, John Waller, Court Clerk.

LICENSE TO OPERATE AN ORDINARY AND A FERRY BOAT
[Spotsylvania Co., Va., Will Bk A, pages 107-108]
Know all men by these presents that we Jael Johnson and James Williams of Spotsylvania County are held and firmly Bound
unto our Sovereign Lord George the Second by the Grace of god of great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the faith
in the penall Sum of Ten thousand pounds of tobacco Current of Said County to the payment whereof well truly to be made to
our said Sovereign Lord the King his heirs and Successors we Bind our Selves and every of us and Every of our Heirs Executors,
and administrators Joyntly and Severally firmly by these presents. Witness our hands and Seals this 3rd Day of February 1729/30
The condition of the above obligation is Such that whereas the above Bound Jael Johnson hath Obtained a Lycence to Keep
Ordinary at her Dwelling house hard by Fredericksburg in this County att her Said house. If therefore the Said Jael Johnson Doth
Constantly provide in her said Ordinary Good wholesome food and lodging and Diet for travelers and Stables fodder and
provender or pasturage and provender (as the Season Shall require for horses) for and During the term of one year from this third
day of February, Shall not Sufer or permitt any person to Tipple or Drink more than is necessary then this obligation to be void
otherwise to Stand remain and be in full force Power and Virtue.
Signed Sealed and Delivered In presence of John Waller
Jael “J “ Johnson (SEAL)
James Williams (SEAL)
Know all men by these presents that we Jael Johnsson and James Williams of Spotsylvania County are held and firmly bound to
our Severeign Lord George the second by the Grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the Faith in the
penall sum of Twenty pounds Sterling to the payment whereof well and truly will be made to our Said Sovereign Lord and the
King his heirs and Successers we bind our Selves and every of us our and every of our heirs Executors and Administrators,
Joyntly and Severally firmly by these presents. Witness our hands and Seals this third day of March 1 729/30
The Condition of the above obligation is such that whereas the above Bound Jael Johnson is licensed to keep a ferry at her house
in the Said County over Rapahannock River If therefore the Said Jael Johnson Do Constantly During the time she must keep the
Said ferry keep a substantial Gear of a sufficient bigness to Carry at Least two horses and constantly attend the said ferry and for
and the year give passage to all publick Expresses not asking or demanding any fare or ferrage thereon and Likewise in all points
comply with what the law in Such cases providing doth enjoyn. This Obligation to be void and none effect otherwise to be and
remain in full force power and Vertue.
Signed Sealed and Delivered In presence of John Waller C C Wm Waller
Jael J Johnson (SEAL)
James Williams (SEAL)
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WILL OF JAEL HARRISON WILLIAMS JOHNSON
In the Name of God Amen, I Jael Johnson of the County of Spotsylvania being sick of Body but of perfect Memory Do make
this my Last will and Testament in Manner and form following Viz: Imprimis I Comit my Soul to Almighty God hoping in and
through the meritts of our Blessed Saviour to Meet with a Joyful Resurrection, And my Body to the ground to be Decently
Interred at the Discretion of my Executor.
I give and Bequeath to my son Richard Tutt three negroes Viz: Simon, Lott and Jenny,
one Oval Table, one Chest commonly Called Elizabeth Tutt's, an Iron Pot, two Deep Pewter Dishes, Six Patty Pans, one horse
named Jolly, one Mare Called the Fistula Mare and two Coults, one Bed and Curtains, Vallanes Sheets, Blankets and Rugs,
thereunto belonging, all my Cattle Excepting five Cows and Calves, all my hogs belonging to the Home house.
I Give and Bequeath to William Williams one Negro girl named Diana. If in Case the mother of the Said girl should not be
willing to Deliver up the Said girl then Lett her be valued and the money to be paid to the Said William Williams, and one Cow
and Calfe.
I Give and Bequeath to Betty Marshall one bed, blankets, Sheets, and Rug thereunto belonging and fifteen Pounds current money
to be Paid to her or order three years after the Date hereof.
I Give and Bequeath to Sarah Cavenaugh one Bed Tick.
I Give and bequeath to Jale Cavenaugh fifteen Pounds current money to be Paid three years after the Date hereof.
I Give all my Sheep and Wool to be Equally Divided amongst Richard Tutt, James Williams and Philliman Cavenaugh.
I Give and Bequeath to Elizabeth Marshall two Shillings Current.
I Give and Bequeath to Richard Tutt one negro Girl named Suckey and all the Ready Tobacco now belonging to me and all
Debts whatsoever.
I Give and Bequeath to my Son James Williams one Horse Called the German, four cows and calves, all the remainder of the
household Goods, all the Hoggs at Marials Quarter, And I do appoint Richard Tutt to be my Executor in Witness whereof I have
Set my hand and Seal this Seventh Day of July Anno Dom.
One Thousand seven hundred and thirty three.
Jael 'J” Johnson
Signed Sealed and delivered in the presence of us:
Anthony Rhodes, Jun., William Call, Jr., Sarah “x" Garton
At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday, September the 4th The Last will and Testament of Jael Johnson Deceased
being Exhibited and Sworn to by Richard Tutt, Executor therein Named was Proved by the Oaths of Anthony Rhodes Jun and
Sarah Garton two of the Witnesses thereto and admitted to Record.
Teste, John Waller, C Clerk
Know all men by these presents that we Richard Tutt, Moseley Battaley and William Hansford of Spotsylvania County are held
and firmly bound unto the Worshipfull his Majesties Justices of the Said County in the penall Sum of five hundred pounds
Current money to the payment whereof well and truly to be made to the Said Justices at their Discression. We bind ourselves and
every of us, our and every of our heirs, Executors and Administrators Joyntly and Severally by these presents.
Witness our hands and seals this fourth day of September 1733
The Condition of the above Obligation is Such that if the above bound Richard Tutt Executor of the Last Will and Testament of
Jael Johnson Deceased Doth make or Cause to be made a true and perfect inventory of, all and Singular the Chattells of the Said
Deceased which have or Shall Come to the hands, possession or knowledge of the Said Richard Tutt or Unto the hands or
Possession of any other person or Persons for Richard Tutt and the above named Do Exhibit into the County Court of
Spotsylvania at Such Times as Richard Tutt Shall be thereunto required by the Said Court and the Same Goods Chattells and
Credits and all other the Goods Chattells and Credits of the said Deceased at the Time of her Death which at any time after Shall
Come to the hands or Possession of the said Richard Tutt or in the hands or Possession of any other person or persons for
Richard Tutt Do well and truly Administer according to Same and further Do make a just and True account of Richard Tutt
Actings and Doings therein when thereunto required by the Said Court and also do well and truly pay and Deliver all the
Legacies Contained and Specified in the said Testament as farr as the goods, Chattells and Credits will thereunto Extend
according to the value thereof and the Law shall charge them, This obligation to be voyd and of none Effect. Otherwise to stand
remain and be in full force power and virtue.
Richard Tutt (SEAL)
M. Battaley (SEAL)
Wm Hansford (SEAL)
Signed, sealed and Delivered in the Presence of: Wm Waller
At a Court held for Spotsylvania County on Tuesday September the 4th 1 733, Richard Tutt, Mosely Battaley and William
Hansford, Gentlemen, presented and acknowledged this their bond in court which was ordered to be Recorded.
Teste: John Waller, Court Clerk

-169-

The Clay, Bruce & Kavanaugh Families
AN INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE OF JAEL JOHNSON DECEASED
5 pr shoes
6 patty pans
20 head of cattle
32 qt bottles
1 pepper box
12 Sheep
2 Chests
1 pr sheep Shears
33 hoggs
1 funill
1 piston and Candle Stick
8 horses
1 old Trunk
3 Tin pans
one mare with Colt
1 iron skillett
4 old books
1 Smoothing Iron
1 warming pan
1 Negro man
2 pr pott Racks
1 small square table
1 Negro girl
4 lbs cotton
1 Looking Glass
1 Negro woman and Child
3 pr pott hooks
2 pailes
3 feather Beds and furniture
1 old side saddle
3 Caine, a Leather and 5 flagg
1 pr sheets
1 pr Irons and Spitt
Chaires
1 Quilt
1 falling app
2 piggins
2 Butter pots
1 Gridiron
5 old leather chaires
1 pr old Stillards
1 pr iron clamps and docking
1 washing tubb
1 pr money scales
Irons
6 Diaper Napkins
1 small Table
2 spice mortars and pesstills
1 pr old wool cards
1 ferry boat
1 drawing knife
1 Table Cloth and Towell
1 old Case
1 pr fire Tongs
1 pr cotton cards
1 pr old cart wheels
1 small grindstone
60 pounds of Pewter
1 Cupboard
1 Spinning wheel
4 small cides leather
1 frying pan
4 Iron potts
38 lbs wool unwashed
At a court continued and held for Spotsylvania County October the 3rd 1733 Richard Tutt, Executor of the Last Will and
Testament of Jael Johnson Dec'd returned this Inventory to the said Deceased Estate which was ordered to be Recorded.
JOHNSON
RICHARD JOHNSON (b. ca. 1686; d. 1726), second husband of Jael (Harrison) Williams, was the son of Henry and
Elizabeth (Taliaferro) Johnson.
The name Henry Johnson first appears in Old Rappahannock Deed Book 4:258, when he witnessed a deed of gift from Ambrose
and Mary Clare to Katherine, daughter of Samuel Griffen, 19 September 1671.
10 May 1671: John Prosser sold to Henry Johnson 300 acres of land “in freshes of River,” south side of Thomas Kendell
[Ibid].
23 July 1695: Henry Johnson “intending to marry” gave personal property to his four daughters, Elizabeth, Sarah, Catherine
and Ann Johnson, all under age 21; witnessed by Col. John Battile, Samuel, Sallis & Thomas Griffen; recorded 10 June 1703.
Henry married, as his second wife, the widow Mrs. Christian Bourne.
30 October 1702: will of Henry Johnson of St Mary’s Parish, Essex County, leaves “to son Richard 400 acres whereon I now
live ... to daughter Ann, the plantation whereon Robert Brent now lives ... to daughter Katherine 100 acres” His daughters Sarah
and Elizabeth are also named, Elizabeth having already received her portion.
As stated earlier, Henry Johnson’s will was witnessed by James Harrison and William Williams who, along with Robert
Thomas, made an inventory of Henry’s estate 3 November 1703. The executrix was the widow Mrs. Christian Johnson.
10 May 1707: guardianship bonds of £100 sterling were filed by Charles Taliaferro as guardian of Richard Johnson, and
Francis Taliaferro as guardian of Katherine Johnson, orphans of Henry Johnson, dec’d.
13 August 1713: will of Mrs. Christian Johnson, dated 8 August 1712, named sons John, Robert and Peter Bourne, with the
latter named as executor. Richard Johnson and Charles Taliaferro were security for Peter’s bond of £300 sterling.
16 May 1717: Richard Johnson and Samuel Prosser of Essex, planters, to Charles Taliaferro of same ... lease and release ... for
£140 sterling ... 200 acres ... by the riverside ... to the land of Charles Taliaferro ...
18 May 1717: William Smith of Abingdon Parish, Gloucester, sold to Richard Johnson of St Mary’s Parish, Essex, for £50
sterling, 200 acres on south side of Rappahannock River, adjoining land of John Gresham, Giles Run ... wit: Lawrence
Taliaferro, John Taliaferro, Jr. and Robert Taliaferro.
In 1718 Richard Johnson was appointed constable of St Mary’s Parish. He was sworn in to serve in place of Robert Thomas on
July 15th and was to officiate in the Upper Precencts of St Mary’s Parish in the district of Robert Thomas.
1719: Peter Bourne, in his will, bequeathed to Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Johnson, bed & bedding and one small table.
20 October 1720: Richard Johnson witnessed the will of another step-brother, John Bourne.
17 March 1720 (Essex): on petition of Richard Johnson . . .Gabriel Long to be appointed constable for the precincts of Richard
Johnson
[1721: Spotsylvania County formed from upper portions of Essex, King & Queen and King William Counties].
7 August 1722: Richard Johnson among those who took oath of office as Justices of Spotsylvania County; he resigned his
position in 1724 because of ill health.
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4 September 1724: deed from John Byram to Philemon Cavenaugh witnessed by M. Battaley, Richard Johnson, James
Williams (s/o Jael) & George Tilley. October 1724, the above three are again witnesses to a deed, this one between Elizabeth
Tap, widow, and her children.
November Court, 1726, Spotsylvania County: Jael Johnson, adminstrator of the estate of Richard Johnson, dec’d, bond of
£1000; John Grayson and Goodrich Lightfoot as her securities.
Jael (Harrison) Williams-Johnson was a remarkable woman for her time. As a widow, she applied for and was granted by the
Colonial Assembly of Virginia a license to operate a ferry from her property at the mouth of Hazel Run across the Rappahannock
River in May 1726. It was ordered that Philemon Cavenaugh (her son-in-law), “with his gang (was) to clear (a) road from the
great road to Widdow Jael Johnson’s ferry crossing and keep the same in good repair.” [Spotsylvania Court Orders, p. 116] In
1727 there are several references to petitions by Edward Franklin concerning a road from the New German Road...“where it
joyns Franklyn’s Road to the Ferry of Mrs. Jael Johnson.”
There was much activity at this location with a warehouse, ferry and ordinary being established before Fredericksburg,
Virginia, located about a mile further west, developed similar facilities. Fredericksburg was founded in 1728.
3 February 1729/30 Jael Johnson and James Williams for 1,000 pounds of tobacco paid “to our soverign Lord the King and his
heirs” - condition, “Jael Johnson hath obtained a lycence for keep[ing] an ordinary at her dwelling house by Fredericksburgh in
this county . . .”
Jael’s ferry across the Rappahannock River landed at the lower end of the Strother’s farm, then owned by William Strothers.
The owner of land opposite a franchised ferry could also get a license to operate a ferry from his side simply by applying to the
county court. William Strothers resided on the property for several years before he decided to do that. He received his license in
1732, but died the next year. His administrators included the ferry in their description of the property in April 1738 [Felder,
Paula S. and Jones, Thena S., The Way it Was, article in the local newspaper, hereinafter cited as Felder & Jones].
3 March 1729/30: Jael Johnson paid £20 sterling for license to keep at her house in the said county over the Rappahannock
River a ferry sufficient to carry at least two horses . . .”[Spotsylvania Will Bk A:107]
As noted earlier, the will of Jael Johnson, prepared 7 July 1733, was probated 4 September 1733 in Spotsylvania County
[A:204]. In it she willed to her “son, Richard Tutt,” a chest called “Elizabeth Tutt’s chest.”[Hugenot, ‘LaTout’].
This legacy has caused some confusion for researchers over the years as the term “son” used for Richard Tutt could easily be
misinterpreted by those unaware of the broader sense of the word in use at the time. He was, in fact, her son-in-law, widower of
Jael’s daughter Elizabeth Johnson.
Jael also left a legacy to her son James Williams and legacies to William Williams, Elizabeth Marshall, Betty Marshall,
Philemon Kavanaugh, Sarah Kavanaugh, and Jael Kavanaugh. Many researchers have erroneously assumed that Elizabeth and
Betty Marshall were one and the same whereas they were mother and daughter. The Sarah Kavanaugh and Jael Kavanaugh
mentioned were also suggested to be Jael Johnson’s granddaughters; more correctly, the reference was to her daughter Sarah,
wife of Philemon Kavanaugh, and to her granddaughter Jael Kavanaugh. William Williams was also a grandson, son of James
Williams.
We can not say for certain, but one suspects that, although there were other grandchildren at the time, these were chosen
because they were namesakes for her mother, her late husband, and herself.
The plantation where Jael lived passed to her son James Williams. The will of James Williams, son of William and Jael
(Harrison) Williams, written 30 May 1735, was probated 5 August 1735 in Spotsylvania County, Virginia. Witnessed by John
Connor, the executor of the will was his brother-in-law, Richard Tutt. Mentioned in the will was a legacy to a son, William
Williams; to son John he left 400 acres in the forks of Rappahannock “patented by me 13 May 1726.” His wife Ann Williams
and his brother Richard Tutt were named as guardians of son William Williams “until 21 years of age.” [See presently for full
text of will and inventory.]
The 1737 survey of the Northern Neck of Virginia made for Thomas, Lord Fairfax, designated the estate of James Williams
along the Rappahannock as Williams and its location as being immediately opposite the Strother plantation.
Strother’s widow sold their 260 acre plantation on the Rappahannock, opposite to Fredericksburg, to Captain Augustine
Washington in October 1738. It was there, on the Strother’s plantation, that George Washington spent his childhood. By the will
of Augustine Washington, hastily written 11 April 1743 the day before he died, his son George Washington inherited the
plantation on the Rappahannock described in the will as “the land I now live on.”
In 1745 the ferry from the Williams land across the Rappahannock River to the Washington Plantation was named a free ferry
by the Spotsylvania court. As there was no longer anyone in the family to run it, the court had to appoint a ferry keeper. This
continued to be a well-accustomed passage for many years.
The mouth of Hoge Run, on the Spotsylvania side of the Rappahannock, where Jael operated her ferry, can easily be viewed
from the modern-day land mark dubbed Ferry Farm. As correctly pointed out by Paula Felder, the designation Ferry Farm first
appeared in 1932 during preparation for the Washington bicentennial of his birth.
ISSUE
Richard and Jael (Harrison) Williams-Johnson:
i. ELIZABETH JOHNSON; evidently dec’d before 7 July 1733; m. Richard TUTT, son of Richard and Mary
(Underwood) Tutt, marriage bond, Spotsylvania Co., dated 7 Oct. 1731. It would appear that Richard Tutt married a
second wife, also named Elizabeth (d. 1767) who was the mother of his five sons, beginning with James Tutt b. 9
Oct 1734. The Tutt home was just outside Fredericksburg and is today a golf course [Anne Baker].
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KENNEDY
THOMAS KENNEDY, Sr., reportedly the son of John Kennedy, was born 11 September 1757, and was reared in Burke
County, North Carolina. He served from there in the Revolutionary War. Appointed Captain of Dragoons, he served in that
capacity as follows: two tours of three months each in Christopher Bateman’s Regiment, three months under General Rutherford
and was at the taking of Wilmington. After his return home he was captured by Colonels Fanning and Elrod of the British Army,
was paroled and exchanged the following spring. He then rejoined and served another six months [Rev. War. Pens. Claim S
31185; DAR appl. of Martha Kavanaugh Scott]. After the war, Thomas moved to Kentucky, where he and several other kinfolk
took up large grants of land, totally thousand of acres.
Thomas was thrice married, the first to Agnes ROSS, who is buried with him at the old “Manse” Cemetery.
The second marriage, 4 April 1808 in Garrard County, Kentucky, was to Edna WITHERS (d. 3 August 1821 Garrard Co.).
Thomas Kennedy, Sr., married third, the widow, Elizabeth (MILLER) Kavanaugh.
Thomas Kennedy owned two hundred (200) blacks and it is said did not know his property at sight. He died in 1836.
Of his issue, our connection to Thomas stems from his son:
i. THOMAS KENNEDY, Jr. (b. 16 June 1817 Garrard Co.; d. there 13 June 1840); m. Mary Susan BOHANNON
of Lincoln Co., Ky. Their license to marry was issued in Lincoln County, 12 February 1836. Enclosed with the
marriage bond was the following request:
Crab Orchard Springs, Feb. 2, 1836
Dear Sir, Mr. Thomas Kennedy, Jr., will apply to you to day for a License to marry Miss. Mary S. Bohannon, as I am her
protector or guardian I inform you that I would be pleased if you would favor the Gentleman with his License. I am perfectly
satisfied that you should let him have them. Yours respectfully, P. H. Davenport
P.S. I should have come down myself but owing to business I couldn’t leave home, thinking that this would be sent by my brother
Richard answer as well. P.H.D.
Of the issue of Thomas and Mary Susan Kennedy:
i. EDNA THOMAS KENNEDY (1839-1913), married in Madison County, Kentucky, in 1859 to Joseph Lewis
FRANCIS (1818-1905).
Of the issue of Joseph and Edna Francis:
i. EDE FRANCIS (b. 3 March 1863; d. 14 July 1949), married in Garrard County, 11 January 1887 to Archibald
Woods KAVANAUGH (1854-1921).
The Kennedy-Francis-Kavanaugh family connections are interlinked and complicated. The above Joseph Lewis Francis was
the son of Lewis Francis and Ede Kennedy, his wife, who were married 22 November 1813 in Garrard County. Ede Kennedy
was the daughter of Joseph Kennedy (1760-1845), who was reared in Burke County, North Carolina, and his wife, Patsy Perrin,
who were married 1 May 1788 in Lincoln County, Kentucky. Joseph Kennedy’s second wife was Elizabeth Morrison (17781844).
Joseph Kennedy was the son of John Kennedy, Sr., and probable brother of Thomas Kennedy, who came with their father to
central Kentucky.
Among the parcels of land surveyed and granted were two parcels of land on Silver Creek, Lincoln County, Kentucky which
were surveyed for John Kennedy, 18 October 1780, and granted 1 July 1784.
Three parcels on Silver Creek, totaling the same amount, were surveyed 10 March 1784 for John Kennedy, Sr., and were
granted 23 May 1785.
On the 5th of December 1785, Joseph and Andrew Kennedy granted to the heirs of John Kennedy, 3 parcels of land totaling
450 acres on Silver Creek.
Joseph Kennedy and Thomas Kennedy held several parcels of land jointly in Lincoln County, being 1300 acres on Bess/Best
Fork of Paint Lick Creek, surveyed 12 May 1784, and granted 23 May 1785, the same survey and grant dates as that of John
Kennedy, Sr’s parcels.
The waters of Silver Creek and Paint Lick flow through what is now Garrard and Madison Counties.
In 1799, a deed between John Kennedy and his son David Kennedy, was witnessed by Andrew Kennedy, John Faulkner, and
Thomas Kennedy.
The 1800 tax lists for Kentucky show Thomas, David, John Sr, John Jr, James, Sr, and James Kennedy, Jr., as residents of
Garrard County, while Joseph, Andrew and John Kennedy are listed for Madison County.[Master Index Virginia Surveys and
Grants 1774-1791, comp. by Joan E. Brookes-Smith, Kentucky Historical Society, 1976; Garrard Co. Deeds A:227; G. Glenn
Clift, Second Census of Kentucky 1800, Frankfort, 1954]
Thomas Kennedy’s daughter, Polly, was the first wife of the above John Faulkner, an officer in the War of 1812, John’s second
wife being Jane Miller Kavanaugh, Polly’s step-sister. Jane is buried with her second husband, John W. Walker, in the old Manse
Cemetery, Paint Lick.
As recorded in the text of this chapter under Archibald Woods Kavanaugh, Thomas Kennedy married as his third wife, the
widow, Elizabeth (Miller) Kavanaugh. He reared Jane Kavanaugh, Delaney Kavanaugh, and Archibald Kavanaugh; respectively,
twelve, ten and eight years of age at the time of their mother's remarriage 1821. Their great grandchild, Susan Francis, married,
as second wife, Archibald Kavanaugh Walker, of Lancaster, Garrard County, grandson of Elizabeth Kavanaugh Kennedy.
A family story, told by Jean (Benson) Carne, says that Elizabeth had the small Kennedy slave children sent to her early in the
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morning, when she commenced to teach them to read. She disregarded the Kentucky law forbidding the education of slaves.
Our Aunt Jane said that he (Thomas Kennedy) was so kind. They were reared in the old mansion of Uncle Tom’s Cabin fame,
in an upper room of which, Harriet Beecher Stowe is said to have written several chapters of her Civil War novel. Elizabeth
Woods (Kavanaugh) Kennedy has, since 1833, slept at the old "Manse" Church cemetery, near her son Delaney, who died
unmarried, and daughter Amelia, wife of Judge James Graham Denny who lies beside his wife. Thomas Kennedy also is buried
there with his wife, Agnes.
Of interest to researchers on these lines are several manuscripts, including:
Miller, Robert Braxton, Fr. Our Miller Lineage, found in the Library of Virginia,Richmond, Virginia.
Hagey, King Albert and William Alexander. The Hagey Families in America and the Dulaney Family, Bristol Tennessee, 1951.

The KROGMANN home on Delta Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio, a focal point for descendants.
Elinor Knighton (POSEGATE) Krogmann, age 94, lives there yet.
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RECEIPTS or RECIPES
copied in 1905 from Mrs. Semira (Kavanaugh) Abrams-Wright by her great niece Mabel Posegate:

one small cup sugar
two tblsp full melted butter
one egg
nutmeg

Receipt for Doughnuts
one small cup sweet milk
two tsp baking powder
flour to make soft dough
powdered sugar

Cook quickly in pan half full hot lard

one tblsp sugar
1 ½ (cup) sweet milk
1 teasp baking powder

Receipt for Crullers (Auntie's)
one tblsp butter
one egg

Mix and bake same as doughnuts
Receipt for Lemon Creme Pie (Auntie's)
1 cup white sugar
juice and grated rind of one lemon
3 tblsps sifted flour
yolks of 2 eggs
milk to fill plate (1/4 cup milk)
large tsp butter
Crust:
1pinch salt
1 small cup sifted flour
2 or 3 large tblsps lard
1 pinch baking powder

add water or milk to mix
(meringue):
beat up whites of eggs (2 tblsps powdered sugar) and brown slightly
Philadelphia Butter Buns
Recipe from Mrs. Henrietta (Moore) Bear, Mabel's step-mother:
1/4 c. water
1 cake yeast
2 egg yolks
1 c. scalded milk
1 ½ c. bread flour
grated rind of one lemon
1/4 c. butter (melted)
1/4 c. sugar
flour for dough
½ teasp salt
Make sponge of yeast, water, milk and flour. When light, add the other. About 2 cups
flour will be required. Kneed till smooth and elastic. Cover and let rise. Turn upside
down on board. Roll into rectangular sheet. Spread with butter. Dredge with sugar and
cinnamon. Sprinkle with currents and roll as jelly roll. Cut into pieces 1¼" long.
Dough will make sixteen buns. Butter well the bottom of pan and dredge generously
with brown sugar. Set (buns) on sugar and let rise. Bake in moderate oven, turn upside
down, serve with coffee or cocoa. Three or four tablespoons of butter and generous
½ cup of sugar are to be used on pan.
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At the beginning of the Kavanaugh chapter, there is a representation badge of the Clann Caomhánach. It was created
to represent the many lines descending from the original Irish clan. The lion and two crescents have been used in various
arms and badges of Kavanaughs (of all spellings) over the years. The origin of the elements is explained by a letter we
received from cousin James J. Kavanagh, of Utica, Michigan, with the above seal, and this explanation.
“The lion and two crescents were first found associated with the Caomhánachs in the above wax seal, belonging to
Donal, King of Leinster, which is part of the inventory of the British Museum. It was captured with him in the very early
15th Century (ca. 1415) and is reported to be one of the oldest coats of arms known in the British Isles.”
In addition to the lion and two crescents, this seal has angels above and below, with two animals, resembling griffins,
on the right and left.
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